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nient. f aim porei'airl to let this tiing go
through, and to strike ant the clause on the
understanding that the mnethodis I have in-
dicutemi shall be carried tint. As for the ex-
empltions for childreni, I say that is not a
uiuetiou of piohov at all.

'rile C"IIAtIMAN: The iluenstion is as to
btriking out otf Clwi-.p 29.

lion. A. SANDIEHRtN: Well I will post-
pol nY further rernar!Ls unmtil We reach the

altern ative proposal.
Clause put1 and iegtnved.

( luses 30, :0- agreed tUs.

Clause 32-Aappiiaatiomi of anemineals
lmaide by this Act:

los. A. LOVEKIUN: A clerical error has
bee-n mande in this clulise. I move anl nuca-
lua t-

That in line 3 18 lia - lbe .4truck out and
"1st'' inserted in lien.

Alnendnient put umd lonsavd~; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause :33-aigreeti to.

New Clauses:

lRon. A. TLOVl'JKtN: [ move-

That tile folloiig new clause be addted
''Section. 31 of tile pirincipal Act is

amiended by adding to4 'Sutibeetion (3) thme
words:-'' unless time Commissioner is satis4-
fied that the lpsytnmts have been made bonn
fide in the course of businessi and far ser-
vies.; rendered.
'New clause put and passed.

li-on. A. IiOVEICIN: 1 miove- -
That the following new clause be added-

''Setion 19 of the principal Act is nauded
bY (a.) Adding to subsection 10 thle fol-
lowing words:-''Or any pension paid to
thle Widow, relatives or dependents of a de-
veased soldier or sailor killed during thme
war, or who has died fronl injuries received,
or sickness contracted, during the war, or
anr pensioner under the Invalid and
Old Age Pensions Act, 19014, " (b.)
adaiinz niew subsection as follows-
UI. The income oft any society or
association not cariitd onl for tIme
rourtbose of profit or gain to the indi-
vidual inmerer thereof established for time
purpose of vromaiting the developmnent of
the agricultural], pastorzmil, horticultural,
viticultural, sto-k rais4ing, manufacturing,
or industriaml resoiurees (of Western Austra-
lia. 12. The incomne of any society or as-
sueintion of a public character establis9hedl
for the promotion of scientific research. (c.)
Byt striking out the word,sbsctions (i)
to (G) haarcf.'' in the 'lrst line of the
lparauirrapii and insgerting- in lieu thereof the
1words 'this section.' '1

With the exception of Subelause 12 time
imnienients follow time Federal Act, nd Sub-
claose 12 is on similar lines to the provision
iii that Act.

Nt'w 'lsiise jilt oid l a-.d.
lion. A. LOVEK IN: Tlii' next proposal of

the seclect t-oinauttee coines to the cruix aof thel
Bill1. We propose to declete S-3ection 30 of the
principal Act and insert a auinher 0±' other
nntenrlnments. In order to make the position
clear, we have wet aoit in our report the whole
vi:Itse as it will stand with the amiendnments
pi oposeti and the portions of the, original see-
titan Which have been unilte-red.

l[oon. H. STEWART: I .ask the Leader ot
t~it 1-ouse to report progress, sio that we mnay
lie aidle to study the aniendajtents and be pre-
pwkred to dliscus it to-miorrow.

ifon. E. ft. Tiarris: I support that sngg-M;
t ion.

The MKioister for Educatioa: T do iiot want
any lion. nmember 'o discuss tHie proposal with-
tiut understanding it.

Progress reported.

flovuse adjourneid at I %W; a.mi. (7'Iiiirsdau).

Ilegiaraive BI3selibiv,
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The SPEAKPR took thle (Chair it 4.30 p.m.,
and rend prayers.

9 t'F.SVTON-M R-TROP'OLTANt- WATER
SUPPLY.

Ifr. Mac(e'allum 8AITH (without notie)
rked the Minister for Works: Nlow lung will

it lie before the Minister can supply the pen.
idle of North Perth and 'Mount TLawley with
doel-mt drinking water?

Time 'MINISTER FOR WORKS replied: 1
believe time 'N are getting decent drinking
water nlow. It is the intention of the de-
;.nrtient that tile supply; shall continue-
Opaaionally there is in the miainls an ac-
cuimulation of a harmless sedimient, during
u-hit-h time the water Lis not quite as clear
as at other tinms
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QUESTION-FIRE RISK, NAIIROGIN.

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Premier: 1, Iii
view of the disastrous fire at Narrogin last
Sunday, will fihe Government refer the ques-
tion of providing adequate protection against
similar Decurreneces in Narrogin in fluture to
tbo W.A. Fire Brigades Board, with a view
to the immediate establishment of a fire
brigade at Narrogin ? 2, Could the possibility
of utilising water front the railway water
supply at Narrogin for fire protection be in-
v'estigated, pending the completion of the
Narrogtn town water supply?

The PJLEI [ER replied: 1, This is a mtatter
for thle Fire Brigades Board and the inuni-
polity of Narrogin to settle. 2, Yes.

QIJEST [ON-WORKERS' -HO0MES,
FRET [TOLD.

"Mr. JOHINSTON asked rte Premier: 1,
Are the Governent aware that the owners
of w~orkers' houu-2s. under a leasehold title are-
anxious to secuire the same option of con-
verting their leases into freehold which has
already been given to the holders of lease-
hold] town lots? 2, Do tine Government intend
to introduce legislation on this subject? 3,
If so, when.

The PREMIIER replied: 1, Requests have
been received indicating that lessees, in the
metropolitan district particularlyv, desire to
cuvert leasehold titles to freehold. 2, The
matter will be considered during recess. 3,
Answered by 'No. 2.

QIJMTION-CASCADE ESTATE,
CLEARING.

Mr 1S i. SM[TII asked the Premier: 1,
Is. it a fact that clearing landl on Cascade
ustate, near B~rid1getown, is costing soldier
settlers over t 2Z per acre, the work being
carried out by Government tractor and tree-
poulling gang? 2, Is he aware that old Settlers
in the district state that the work call be
dlone by hand labour at from £0 to £8 per
acre, and are prenaredl to swear same before
commission of inquiry? 3, Will he appoint a
committee of practical men to inquire into
truth or otherwise of these statements. 4, If
eummiittee find that such an unduly high coat
is being imposed nit soldier settlers, does hie
intend to inake such a refund as will reduce
cost of clearing to a reasonable amount?

The PREMIER renlied: 1, Yes. 2, No. 3,
The mnatter is nowv the subject of inquiry by
the Agricultural Bank. 4, Awi- further action
will depend onl tile result of such investiga-
tions.

QUEST1 ON---STATE SMELTER, RE-
CEIPTS TN\ SUSPENSE.

Mr. CORBOY asked the Premier: What
poortion of the amount standing to the credit
off "State Smelter Receipts in Suspense''

represents refunds of advances, and what
amount is for excess working costs

'Die PREMILER replied: As this case is
sub, judice, I ant advised that the question
ought not be answered.

RtL-LICEN'SNG ACT A'MENDWMENT.
All stages.

Introduced by the Premier and read a first
tinn'.

Second Reading.
The PREM.IEFR (Hon. Sir James Mitchell

-Northan) [4-381 in moving the second
reading said: As hon. members know, the
Licensing Bill brought donwn somec weeks ago
Las been referred to a select commnittee, It
Seit-Iight that ithl we get the report of
that select committee the issue of licenses
should be suspended. The Bill proposes that
it shall be unlawVful for anly licensing court
to grant, before, the 31st December, 1922,
any new licenses except licenses for eating
houses, boarding-houses, lodging-houses, bib-
Nari 'tables or occasional licenses. Under
the Hill no new hotel or club license will be
grainted in any district until the report of
the select committee has been considered. I
think the House ought to have an oppor-
trinity for dealing with this question of ii-
ceaso.s and the question of whether or not we
should set up ain unlimited number of clubs.
In any ease it means only a delay until we
get the report of the select committee on the
other Bill. I have brought down the Bill out
Of a, sense Of duty to the H-ouse and to the
cornnuititv, and uin the suggestion Of a mem-
her of the House, who is also a member of
the licensing court, and who has called atten-
tion to the fact that nder a decision of the
High Court an application for a club license
cannot properly be refuased except on the
score of unsuitability of buildings. Noa in-
jury will be done by the passing of the Bill.
I move-

That the Bill lie now rend a secund
timte.

:%r. 1TNDERWOOD (Pil bara) (4.44]:
The Bill is quite unnec-essary-. There is no
chance of any licensing court issuing a li-
cense except it he urgently required. A new
lir-inse atighit be just as urgently required
dluring the coming year as in any other year.

Mr. Mann; But the court cannot refuse
ail application for a club license.

'Mr, UNDERWOOD: I do not know why
meumbers are so solid against clubs. A club
is a co-operative -ociety. I am prepared to
mepet thle publicns on the question of the
establishment of clubs. If the Premier will
put it forward that this is simply an attempt
to block clubs, then we shall be prepared to
deal with it on the question of clubs versus
pubs. There will be nO Mistake as to where
I shall be; I shall be voting for the clubs
There are laid down in the Act -restrictions
whereby the liensing bench cannot grant a
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license except it is approved by the resi-
deals and there is a poetition signed, and niany
other safeguards imposed, It may occur in
sonic parts. of Western Vustralia, and we
'have 975,000 square miles in the State, but
it will not occur in Perth. The Premier
says that the boti-I-keepers in Perth lire quite
agreeable to this.

The Premier: I said nothing of the sort.
Mr. UNDERWOOD: Are they going to

fratte our licensing Bills? Are they the Only
people on earth?

The Premier:. I have niot said anything of
the sort. I object to that,

Mr. 17NDERWVOOD: I gathered that from
1his reinarks.

The Colonial Secretary: A member of the
liceasing bench.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Of the licensing
bench in Perth. Probably the publicans had
a chat whith a member of the licensing bench.
This Bill is unnecessary. Our licensing
benches have done their work well during the
last 10 years. If a new license is necessary
in the back country, and the people want it,
T do not see why we should oppose it, or why
1922 should be different from 1921 or 1917.

'Mr. Mac~all un Smith: It will take 12
months in which to build a public house.

'Mr. U-NDERWOOD: The hon. member
has seen pubs built in much less time than
that. In this State we may get a big poput-
lation in a centre at any timne. If the people
there sign a petition that they want an hotel,
wihy should we refuse their application?

'Mr. Lutey: Cannot a license be trans-
ferred?

MJr. UNDERWOOD: It is possible to
transfer a license already and this makes the
Bill all the more unnecessary. It is utterly
useless, and I do not know why we should
be bothered with it now,

Mr. O'LOOIaEN (Forrest) [4.491; I sup-
port the Bill, for the reason that for the next
12 mionths, I want to take the power out of
the hands of the licensing bench, which has
been operating during recent months. One of
the objects of the Bill is to prevent a de-
licensed house being converted into a club. I
do not know that I should have arn- valid
objection to the establishment of a club in
samie localities where an hotel hag been de-
licensed. The hiecensing benches I refer to
hare shown their glaring incompetence to
such an extent that the House cannot have
any confidence in thein in the future. I be-
live, after the select committee has fully
inquired into the licensing question and pre-
sented itq rcport, it will he possible to set up
a different system. I disagree witb the mem-
ber for Pilbara (_Mr. Underwood) when he
says that for the laist decade the licensing
benches have dlone magnifienrt work, and
hanve only granted licenses where they are re-
quired.

'Mr. Underwoood: I did not use the word
'magnificent.'
Mr. 0 'tAXIHLEN: That may be so. In

reducing lieeases they have set up a position
that no democracy should stand for. They

have gone again-it the weight of evidence. We
had an extraordinary position in the Great
Southern of ank hotel being closed up by the
licensing bench, although it was miles awa~y
fromn any other hotel.

Hon. W. C. Aogwin: The~y may have closed
uip the wrong pla.,e.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN:; The onnr of the hotel
was awaky ani knenw nothing about it. H~e is
a hard working mann and didl not know mutch
about running an hotel.

The Premier: Where was, tliat?
Mr. O'LOO'HIEN: At Popanyinning
'Mr. 'Mann : It has been opened again

.sin cc then.
Mr. O'LOGHtaEN: The owner appealed

and the license was restored. His lawyer
pleaded that there had been no adverse poliee
report ngainst any' hotel in the district, and
that there should be no reduction there not-
withstaanding the vote for reduction. Is there
a more glaring case than that recorded at
Claremont? A residential hotel, which east
an enormous sunk to build, was wiped out
by the licensing boeh anid a wine saloon,
which gave no accommodation to the public,
waqs allowed to carry on. The member for
Claremont (M.%r. Jf. Thomson) gave evidence
on behalf of the wine saloont.

Mr. J7. Thomson:. You know all about my
evidence.

Mr. O'LOGHLFaEN: The hon. member hap-
pened to be mayor of that municipality and
his towna clerk is a member of the licensing
bench. I do nt knowV that .Yiany town clerks
would be likely to run counter to the evi-
doee of their mayors. At ninny other places,
too, hotels which cost an enormous sum to
build, and which afforded accommodation to
the public, have been obliterated by a stroke
of the pen, hut other hotels allowed to con-
tine.

Mr. J1. Thomson: Sonic of them do not
provide public eonvenlences.

Mr, O'TflCHfTjEN: They may hakve been
badly' conducted, but that is the fault of the
bench. I hope we shall he able to take this
power from them. If an hotel is badly' con-
duetedl, the licensing bveh should Pee that
a different state of affairs exists;. They
should insist upon the licensing laws being
carried into effet.

'Mr, Johnston: Take the Arthur River.
M.Nr. 0 'LOQHL RN: T enuild quote a dozen

iistainoes.
Mr. .T. Thomson: WVhat is the use 3if bring-

ing in this niffling Bill now,.
Mr. O'LOOHEE: I hope the Bill will

go through, It will suit nie, if it takes away
the power freon incompetent magistrates on
the licensing bench for the text 12 months.
After thnt, some better syste~m may be evolved
that will prompt these ;nvca to be guided by
the weight of evidence.

MI. 3. Thomson: They must give way to
the weight of evidence.

Mr. 0 'LOGIhEN: If flhe baa, member
will tell this House that a residential hotel,
which has cost £12,000, should be wiped out in
favour of a wine s;aloon, T shall be pleased
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to listen to hint. The object of the licensing
law should be to eliminate drinking dens
wherever possible. nnd encourage those houses
which give aecominodation to the public.

Mr. .1. H. Smnith: Cuit (nut Parliament
House.

Mr, OFLOORLEN: Where members get
the cheapest meal in the world?

MJr. Underwood: You are getting wide of
the Bill.

11r. O'LOGHr.EN: If I were as wide of
a subject as the hon. -member, lI should be
pulled up.

Mr. Underwood: You have not -said any-
thing about the Dill.

Mr, 0 'LOGHLEN: A know-all anti wise-
avre like the hon. member makes the Chamber
Blush with his genius when he gets up. The
Bill provides that there shall he no new
licenses granted for 12 mouths. I support
the Bill in the hope that we shall get some
better systemn for the allocation of licenses
during the ensuing months.

'Mr. Jr. H. SMITH (Nelson) [4.551.- 1
oppose the Bill. It has been introduced with
the object of gulling unsophisticated mem-
bers. There is a big punch behind it. Pos.
silly some member of the W.OtTU. has in-
duced the Premier to introduce this Bill. I
hope members will not be taken in by it.
Some mining area or rich find may cause a
big centre to open up but this 'Bill prohibits
the licensing bench from granting a license
there. The Premier has left out the clause
dealing with the 1-55-mile radius. He has
laid it down that no new license shall be
granted. That is wrong. There is some un-
derground influence at work about which we
n r- not supposed to know anything. If
5,000 settlers congregated at Kendenup, how
would they be able to get a license! Pro-
vision has been made for churches there, and
churches and licensed houses must go to-
gether. Suppose wve settle 100,000 people in
the South-West. and build railways connect-
ing thenm up with the markets. How are they
to be accommodated if no new licenses are
to be grauted, irrespective of the distance of
one licensed premises from another? The Bill
is an unfair one and it was not wise of the
Pvrmier to introduce it at this late hour. I
believe it aims at the destruction of the pre-seat licensing law. As the Leader of the Op.
pnsition would] say, there is the unseen hand
behind it: or the clutching hond, I warn
miembers to he careful about what they do.
They should give due consideratioa to the
Bill before votinig for it. There is something
behindl it that I cannot understand, but the
Premier in his wisdom does understand. Why
lana he wiped out the provision for the la-
mile radius!

MLr -Macallutn Smith: You think it is
loaded?

Mr. J1. H. SITH: Yes, in both barrels.
I am astonishedl at the member for Forrest

tMkr, O'Lonhleli), knowing the position in
the South-West, supporting this Bill.

Mr-. 0 'Loicae: It is a well-watered coun-
try.

"Mr. J. H. SMI1TH: The settlers there
will be dleprived not only in the summer, but
in the cold winter of the means of getting
refreshment when they need it. I intend to
vote against the Bill.

Mr. J. THOMSONS (Claremont) [5.0]): I
would not have risen to say anything about
this Dill but for the fact that my friend
opposite has east a reflection on the Clare-
mont Licensing Bench.

'Mr. 0 'Loghhen:- And those of other places.
M,%r. J1. THOMSON: Let me inform him

that the Town Clerk of Claremont was in that
district 20 years ago, He was also Mayor of
Claremont many years ago.

M.\r. Lambert: That is no recommenda-.
tion.

Mr. J. THOMSON: He is one of the re-
spected men in Claremont, perhaps one of the
best respected there. in it is not right that
members of this House should cast any re-
flection on a citizen like the present Town
Clerk of Claremont. We know too that he is
a teetotaller and a justice of the peace. With
regard to the wine saloons and the lrghton
and Nedlands hotels, I am proud to say that
I gave evidence in favour of the wine saloons.
The man who owns the wine saloon at Ctare-
niont-

Mr. Teesdale: Is a dlago.
Mr. J. THOMTSON: No.
Mr. Teesdale: Thank heaven.
Mr. J. THOMSO0N: He was a policeman.
Mr. Miunsie: You have settled your case

now, Jock.
Mr. J1. THOMSON:T fie was a policeman

in Sydney for 20 years and retired with a
splendid character. He has been in Clare-
mont for many- years and is chairman of the
United Friendly Societies, which is some-
thing.

'Mr. O'Loghlen: He is a handy mnan to
have about.

Hon. P. Collier: He will influence a few
votes, as chairman of the Friendly Societies.

Mr. J. THO'MSON: The Leader of the
Opposition knows that. moat of the members
of the Friedly Societies belong to the Labour
Party. lIt may be that at the next election
Ir may be looking for their votes, and I may
be a follower of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. What I wish to say is that I am proud
of the evidence I gave in connection with
the hotels. If the member for Forrest de-
sires to know something about the Brighton
Hotel and about the Nedlnds Hotel, I can
show him some interesting letters I have bad
from people irho have stayed there. Some
friends of mine put up at the Brighton H1otel
three years ago, and I ant glad to say that
that was one of the hotels I was instrumental
in getting wiped Gut. I am opposed to the
Bill. I do not 'know why the Premier should
bring in pufiling legislation of this kind at
the end of the session unless, as the member
for Nelson said, there is something behind it.
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51r. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) ..51: 1 in-
!tnd to vote against the Bill.

The Prenier: Well vote against it; that
ii be all right.

Sir. LAM1BERT: I will speak against it
o. I am quite prepared to support licensing

trfO?103 but I am not prepared to support
piecemeal legislation of this description. Let
-is take as an instance, the Nedlads hotel.
'So far as I can gather there wa nothing iii
thle evidence against the conduct of that
lintel. The trouble so far as that hotel wag
zonkeernetl was that it was so geographieally
'd;tunted that it .ould take advantage of the
*Iefects in the liensing law. Not one word
was said against the conduct of the hotel.
%ow 1 believe it is possible to convert that
hotel, which Tins coat the owner some thous-
binds of pounds, into a club. I do not know
why the people of Nedlands have not as
touch right to a club ais those who squat down
in the Weild Club or any other club.

Mr. Boyland: Do the people of Nedlauds
want it?

Nir. LANIBERT: They have a right to
say by the fact that they subscribe to the
membership of Ihe club, as to whether they
desire it.

Nir. Miann What is the -.ise of local option
if youI convert every closed hotel into a club?

,Vr. LAMRNIERr: There is usuially a great
difference between the conduct of clubs and
the conutct of hotels.

Ron. WV. C, Angwii' interjected.
.1r. LAMBE.RT: The member for North-

East Fremantle has a wide knowledge of'
clubs; hie frequents thein so extensively.

Bon. WV. CI. Anawin: No, but I know you.
Mr. LAAMERT: The hon. member only

thinks he knows me. His koowledge of these
matters is so wide that he can speak nith
that so111nd n-isdOn and authorityv that should
command respect. firrespetive of that know-
ledge and his unflinching views upon this
subjet, the House at this late hour i,% not
justified in tinkering with a big question of
this description. The Premier is presuming
too much upon the good nature of bon. niem-
hers when lie asks within a few hours of the
clos;e of thle '-es.4ion that we should pass a Bill
of this natulre. It is wrong, anti I hope hon.
in' mhers will have sonic regard to the Statute
in force to-day, and because one or two clubs
mlay' crop up, not rashly pass this Bill which,
through the slipshod manner of soibmittiag
legislation for the imiprovenient of the liquor
trade, the Governument mnay wish to re-enact
at a future time.

Mr. M,%ac(ahum Smiith: It is intended to
bring downl a couiprchensiu-e measure next
year,

Mr. LAAMERT: I have heard nll about
the comprehensive measures for years past. I
am azanut pielemeoal legislation and the
tinkering nonsense of this description which
has beeul displayed so shockingly during the
Past few mouths in the House. If the Pre-
iir requires liensingy legislation, let us sit

until we can deal with it in a proper manner.
T hiope no -Act will he passed which will be

directed against iny single individuali. If the
Nedlancla people desire a club at 'Nedlands,
they have as much right to one as thle Perth
pteplc have to the Perth Club, thle Celtic
('tub or any other. If the conduct of clubs
is wrong, the position can be remedied when
we are considering the licensing laws of the
State. But why, as sensible men should we.
within a few hours of the closing of the se%-
sion, pass legislation of the lnture which
may have a far reaching eff. et. I hope hon.
jnnmbirs will exc rie common sense and vote
n ailist the- secondl reading of' the Bill.

Ron. IV. C. ANUWIN (North-Fast Fre-
mantle) [5.10] : As I said yesterday I am
in the unfortunate position of not being en-
dowed -with thle com mon sense possessed by'
DIy friend the member fur Coolgardie (Mr.
Lambeh(rt). We mnust not overlook the fact
that sonic 10 or 11 years ago we put certain
powers into the hands of the people, andi
they were that they should say through the
ballot box whether they desired licenses or
not, or whether the number of licenses should
be increased or decreased. In several districts
the pecople decided through the ballot box that
the number of licenses should be reduced, and
T maintain that after the decision given i
that way, it is our duty as a Parliament,
to See that that decision is respected. It is
our duty to see that the law is upheld, and
we should not leave any loophole by which
we may give any person the ouportuinity to
wipe out the deision crested by Parliament
and by the people through an Act of Parlia-
mnent. That being so, the Priier, instead of
being condenined for introducina legislation
of this kind should he commeindedl. rn all
probability somne persons have spoken rather
hastily by giving expression to their Wishes
throughzl the coln nins of thle Press, aind have
shownvi that they' intend to ev-ade the Ant hr
securing club licensesq. As the Act s~ands to-
day' it is a maHtterT Of impossibility for a
TLicensing Bie to refuse a club license for
TIrcolises; which aIrc suitable. Therefore, there
is only on ecours4e for Parliament to adopt
and that is to prohibit for the time being,
and, until Pnrlinment declares otherwise, the
farlther isue of licenses. Personally, I have
a comiplaint to 'itake, andI that is in regard
to tile last clause in the- Bill. If that clausge
is struck out it will be a goodl Bill. The
inceanse in ponulation which we, may expect,
will level up things to such an extent, that
there mnay' not be an 'y need for a Lrepat re-
duvtion in the number ot licenses. No doubt
it may be necev-tiry oc-casioaally to bring in
legislation in respect to outback districts, but
thosie places will not be affcctedl durinq the
next six mouths. The mnenilier for Nelson
needi not ble afraid that there will be suich a
bia influx of settlers in the 'Thuth-Wes.t as to
wanrrant attention from the Licensing Boeh.
The Premier is quite justified owing to ex-
istinv conditions; in introducing the 'Bill.
EcvpardinL- the statements which have been
niade as to the licensing magistrates, it may
lie that somep of them have not showa goand
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juldgfmnt. If I wvere on the licensing bench
I would close every) wine shop before I closed
ain hotel.

Members: Hear, hear!
lion. W. C, ANOWIN: I think the wine

shops are worse than the hotels, and thati
the circumstances, the magistrates commlitted
an1 error of judgment.

Hon. P. Collier: A shocking err-or of
ji dguteat.

lIon. W. C. ANGWIN: Probably they
think they have done right, but that does
not dto away with the desires of the public
as expres-sed by the recent vote. Because a
ot agistrate makes an error, that does not dis-
pose of thle intention of the people as dis-
closed through the ballot box. We should
see that everything possible is done to com-
ply with the views expressed on that occa-
sion. The Bill before the House will achieve
th1at end. In Committee, it is liy intention
to move anl amendment to oxtend the Bill
to NU32 instead of 1922.

Mir. PICKERING (Sussex) [5.17]: In
bringing forward this Bill, I do not think it
was in the Premier's mind to prevent the
ereetion of a new hotel in a country district
should the occasion arise, bat, as indicated
by the member for Forrest ('Mr. O'Loghlen),
to prevent the trasfer of licenses respect-
ing- premises which have been delicensed and
Converted into clubs. r am with the Premier
in that attitude because if, for instance, the
pcojile at Ncdlands and those living about
the Brighton Hotel felt that clubs were so
necessary, they would hare taken action Ibaig
before this. it is difficult to believe that all
ait once action should have been taken by
these people when the hotels were wiped out.
It is quite poassible that there may he msny
i-arts of the State where accommodation will
hare to be provided before amending legis-
lution comnes into force. Although Parlia-
mlent may meet next -luly or August, we
know that any measure passed during thle
session will not come into force until towards
lte endl of the year. That would mean that,
shouldl the occasion arise when it is necessary
that a hotel shall be erected in some part of
lite State, the applicant will not he able to
receive the nees-sary approval of tile licens-
ing authorities. Hon. members who travel
through tbe State and have to stay where
there arc no hotels, are fidly aware of the
type of accomimodation provided at those
centres. The accommoedation is byr no mepans
suitable. In the eireunr4aaes. we have no
right to pass a Bill which will prevent the
erection of hotels in. such places where they
are required.

fr. Lambert: This is a miserable sop to
prohibition.

lion. W. C. Angwin: You are one your-
self.

Mr. PIC]KERING: A licensing bench re-
quires the expenditure of fromt £5,000 to
1U,000 in respect of hotels erected in thme
counltry districts, and no one would embark

uploni such a proposition unless there was a
reasonable dlemand for such accommodation.
If the Premier was genuine, as. I think he
should have been, in plaeing the Bill before
the House-

The Premier: Do you think anyone would
bie such a lunatic as to bring a 'Licensing Bill
down here now I

lion. P. Collier: You are quite right.
Mr. PICKERING: Dealing with Clause

lion. P. Collier: If the Bill only con-
tained one clause, it would be just the same!

Mr. PIKERING: I would like to know
what will be the position under that clause,
of a license like that of the hotel at Narrogia
which was destroyed by fire the other day.

Thle Premier: They still have their license.
Air. PICKERING: The effect of the

clause will be to prevent the provision of
aeconunodation which is seriously required
at Narrogia. It is difficult to get good ac-
vonimodation at any time and to prevent the
building being re-erected, would be a serious
disadvantoge to the centre.

lion. P. Collier: If there were a revival
at Busselton, it might affect the position.

Mr. PICKERINCG: During the summer
mowntms at Busselton, the hotel accommoda-
tion is all too inadequate. I do not know
whether the license applies to the premises
or to the ground but I trust the Premier will
be prepared to accept an amendmnt which
will make this apply to clubs only or failing
that--

'Mr. SPEAKER: The lion. member can
deval with that matter in Committee.

iMr. PICKERING: 1 trust the Premier
will agree to all -mendment to this clause.

lion. T, WALKER (Kanowna) [5.21]: In
spite of what has been said regarding the Bill
being hb-ought forward at such a late stage
of thle session, it seemsg to me that the Bill
is consequent upon the conduct of the House
itself. We passed the second reading stage
of the Licensing Act Amentlment Bill, hut
at the last moment, because of the debatable
nture of the mcasur-, and--

lion. P1. Collier: The hlot weather.
Hfon. T. WALKER: Perhaps, too, because

of thle hont wentli r, and of the approach of
the end of the seqsion, this H-ousec in its
wisdom referred the Hill to a select commit-
tee.

Air. Munsie: Which meant killing it.
ifonu. T'. WALKER: It may mean killing

it or it way not, but if the investigation takes
place by the select committee, transformed
ino an honorary Royal Commission, then in
all probability information will be available
at thle very comnci cement of next sesion to
en able as to deal with the measure.

Mr. Chesson: We could not have a better
Commission drawn than one from the monm-
hers of this House.

Hon. T. WALKER: That may be so, bat
tlmot is the eour-e adopted by thle Chamber.
The Licensing Bill is merely suspended, and
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it leaves the general public and the publi-
cans as well, in a quandary al; to what will
ultimately be the licensing laws of the land.
The Bill, if it becomes law, will impose new
conditions upon the public and upon licensed

Y remises. It is a revenue measure intended
or revenue purposes. In order to conserve

the present position and that there may be
no inroads into the number of licensed pre-
mises existing, a measure of the kind before
the House is necessary. Until the smain
Liensing. Bill is passed or rejected, licensing
matters should be as they are. The whole
future of the licensing laas of Western Aus-
tralia depends upon that measure2 and if the
Bill is to be suspended, it is only rIghhtw
should hold up transactions regarding licensed
premises until we know the fate of that
measure. The Bill before lion. mnembers at
the present time proposes to do nothing more
nor less than that. We know Ihere are al-
ways people alive to any chance to drive a
coach and four through an Act of Parliament
or proposed Act of Parliazient, and it is eonm-
mon knowledge that hotel licenses which havt'
been forfeited mar be restored in another
nlame.

Mr. Lambert: But that is amongst thema-
selves.

Ron. 'T. WALKER: That does not matter.
There are other people who have common
sense besides the hon. member. The ba.
incrher's observation of the aflaima of the
world teaches him that it is not desirable to
prevent the sale of liquor in one way and to
Iterinit the same thing to be done in another
wray. In other words, it merely amounts to
a change of name; the sale of liqi'or in an
hotel has been prohibited and the sale of
the same liquor from the samie brewery and
from the samte spirit merchants can be carried
on in clubs.

Mr. Lambert: And sold to their own mem-
bers.

H~on. T. WALKTER: The effect is the mine,
for it is the sale, of liquor.

Mr. Lambert: It only applies to club
licenses, and you know it.

ll. T. WALKER: Never mind; it has
to do with prohibition, at which the beln.
nmenmber has seen fit to sineer.

Hor. W. C. Angwin: fie is a prohibitionist
himself.

Hon. T'. WALKER: I do not know what
be is.

1Mr. Lanmbert: Will you try to find outt
Hon. T. WALKER: I will. I always try

to find out tk-, depth and strenutzth of a mn
to see what is in him, but if the hon. mem.
ber 's logic is to be discovered in his remarks,
then I am bewildered.

Mr. Lsamhert: It is common sense.
Hon. T. WALKER: If thme lion, member

has given us a sample of big common sne,
when he advances the club sale of liquor aF
against the hotel sale of liqior, then T very
much question the quality of his commont
sense; it is too common for me. T want a
better brand of commons sense than that.

Mr. Lambert: I said-
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member

for Coolgardie must keep oiler.
Mr. Lambert nuterjcted.
Boa. T. WALKER: No nmount of soph

istry can alter this position. 'h

Mr. Lambert: Can you tell me-
Iron. T. WALKER: I ant not holding a

conversation with, thme member for Coolgar-
lie.

Mr. SPEAKI1B: Order! Will tbe hen.
member address the Chair?

Hon. T. WALKER: f an.l endeavouring
t0 do so. bot if the member for Coolgardie is
1 ertnitted to-.

Mr. SPEAKER: If the member for Cool-
gardie w~ill not keep order, I will take other
measures.

Hon. 'P. WALK ER: This Bill is absolu-
tely essenrtin! oin account of the action of the
Ho~use itself. If we I;ostpone legrition pend-
ing inquiries, it must he obvious that until
such inquiries are mnde. the licensinmg laws,
tire, so to speak, sub jndle. The- licensing
laws will remain as they are, and we will do
nothing uintil we otherwise decide. IfI the
Bill is not passed, then the issue is not post-
poned. New hotel licenses can be granted
and altogether, rThe effect of the proposed new
law. will be evaded. The object of the mass-
tire is to prevent the subterfuge of calling
an hotel a club,' and, under that guis, selling
liquor which otherwise could not hr. sold.
That is all this measure seeks to se-
cure. We have called a halt to the liquor
law for the time being, until we can resume
consideration of the Licensing Act Amend-
ment Bill in the light of additional intrns-
tion iwhich may be presented to the House.
I think the Premier is wise. To call it a
piffling Bill is wrong. It is in tie briefest p05-
sible form what is necessary. It simply
suspends judgment and action until we can
deal with the Bill still before the Chamber.
This was the only time when it could be intro-
duced. It hasl been introduced only since the
select committee wvere appointed, and the
committee have not had time to inqluires or
make a report. Therefore, there was no
alternative. That coursehaving been adoptd
by the Heuse against the desire of the Pu-
inier, be was compelled to reason, ''If you
hang this Bill tip without killing it, we must
take steps to prevent anyone taking advm-
tage of the licensing laws to the detriment
of that measure when it does become law."
He could only do it after that step had been
taken. It could not have been done before,
there was no reason for it before. The rea-

son having arisen only within the last wveek,
he takes the first opportunity to produce the
measure. I trust that the Bill will he car-
ried in the interests of the trade and of
everybody' concerned, particularly the public
because, as the member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Holl. W. C. Angwin) has aid, if
there he any menace in thle sale of liquor,
there is a greater menace in its sale under
the guise of a club than that of a hotel. The
hotels arc under police supervision; the clubs
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are immune, The publican's general license
is liable to forfeiture for illegal sale of
liquor or misconduct of the house. The club
has its shutters down, and so long as the law
remains as it is, no one knows or can know
what happens within. It is to prevent that
more dangerous form of the sale of liquor
in the interim that this Bill is proposed.

Question put and passed1.

Bill read a second lime.

In Committee.
Mr. Stubhs ini the Chair; the Premier in

charge of the Bill.
Clause 1-agreed to.

Clause 2-Granting of new licenses sus-
pended:

Mr. LAMBERT: W\hile the present legis-
lation relating to clubs is in existence, no
particular district should be debarred from
having a properly conducted club. I1 move
an amendment-

That the words ''or to register any club
for or'' be struck out.
Hon. WV. C. Angwin: Thea why not strike

out hotels$
Mr. LAMBERT: This is a matter of

regulating the liquor traffic and, in my opin-
ion, that can hest be done in properly con-
ducted and regulated clubs.

Mr. Ma1rn: You know the police have no
control over clubs as they have over hotels.

Mr. LAMBERT: They have sufficient con-
trol, but I know they do not exercise it. The
reenut rcerendum did not apply to club li-
censes. A properly conducted club is pre-
ferahle to many of the hotel-a

Mr. I.IUNSIE: I oppose the amnrdment.
The nember for Coolgardie is tackling the
%viong portion of the clause. Sonic, considera-
tion should ho given to the vote at the re-
cent referendum. Sonic districts voted re-
duction and others continuance. Because
there hias been introduced a Bill which every
member kuew from the outset would not be
passed, we should not adopt such legislation
as this.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: No district earrned inl-
crease.

Mr. MUNSSIR,: But continuance was car-
ried.

Mr. O"Logblen: This Bill will not affect
that.

Mr, MKUNSTE: If this Bill is passed, I
take it that licenses cannot be transferred.

'Mr. Willeock: That is not so.
Mr. MWUNSIE: I shall not be one to east

a -vote to permit anyone to get behind the
wishes of the people. Where reduction has
been carried, effect has been given to the
vote. If there is any blania with rard to
the places actually closed, it rests with the
licensing benches or with those who produced
the evidence. That a hotel which has been
closed might he reopened as a club will never
receihe my sanction. This Bill is capable of
being made a reasonable measure.

Mr. JLAMBERT: In the Neldlauds district
there are 400 residents, and 8,000 or 9,000
people voted in ti-at area. The Nedlands
people had every right to resent that place
being made a boozing resort by people train
all over the metropolitan area, but they
should have the right to run a club there if
they so destro. The police would have the
opportuity to veto the application if there
were insufficient members to form a club. I
know the man who bought the hotel premises.

}Ion. IV. C. Aegwill: He knew the JLi-
censing Act when he bought them.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, but he was unfor-
tunate in that the Nedlands Hotel was -made
a boozing resort for the metropolitan area.

Mr. Monsie: The pople should, not have.
been Supplied.

Mr. LAMABERT: The licensee compliod
with the letter of the Act. If sufficient peo-
ple desire to conduct a club, they have a
right under the Licensing Act to do so to-
gardless of the nionsensical views held by
prohibitionlists or anyone else. 'Whilst - the
existing Act penmits that right in certaint
districts, all other districts should enjoy the
same right.

Amendmenut put and negatived.
Mr. T1. Ir. SM[Ti: T. niove an aniend-

utelt-
That the following he added to the

clause-''or to licenses issued under Sec-
tion. 4.5 of the principal Act."
Amendment put and passed; the clause, as

amended, agreed to.
Clause 3-Duration of Act:
Huon. NV. C. AN-%GWI.N In view of the

amendment just made int Cia use 2, Clause 3 is
not required. Most members will agree with
ic that ]]o ioore hotels will be needed in the
nietropoli tani area for the next '10 years.

Mr. 0'Loghlen. I do not agree witb you;
mnore aeonlmdation is required.

lion. W. C. AINGWIN: If the persons
now hiolding licenses in Perth were compelled
to provide the accommodation that they
ought to provide, there would he no need
for any maoic hotels during the next 10 years.
rrlie only inducement to the Government to
dteal further with the licensing law would be
the obtaining of additional 'revenue from the
liquor trade. If Clause 81 is deleted, there
will be no occasion for Parliament to deal
with the licensing law for the next 10 years.

Clause put and passed.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with an ameindment, and the

report adopted.
Read a third time and transmitted to the

Council.

BILT-STAid?.
counceil 's Message.

'Messages received from the Council noti-
fying that it did not press its amendment to
the Bill, and that the Bill had been read a.
third time and passed] by the Council.
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BILL-AGRICULTUEAL LANDS PUR-
CHASE ACT AMENDMENT.

All Stages.
Message from the Governor received and

read, recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

First Reading.
Bill introduced by the Premier, and rend a

firest time.

Second Reading.
The PREMIEIR (lion. Sir ?1ames Mitchell-

Northam) [5.573 in moving the second read-
ing said: This measure is introduced for the
purpose of enabling land purchased by sol-
diers to come under the Agricultural Lands
Purchase Act, 1909. Land may be purchased
for soldiers either under the provisions of
that Act, or under Section 5 of the Land Act.
The latter course has been pursued in conne-
tion. with soldier settlement 'since 1918. Whilst
Section 5 of the Land Act has thus been
availed of, all the formalities required by the
Agricultural Lands Purchase Act have also
been observed. I now ask the House to agree
that such purchases shall be made under the
Agricultural Lands Purchase Act. One point
is that in connection with purchases under
that Act, land is sold with one year's interest
eapitalised. For instance, if £1,000 worth of
land is purchased, interest for one year is
added to that capital value of £1,000 at the
time thc sale is niade. Of course, it takes
some time to sell tile land ind give the sol-
dier possession of it.

Ron. P. Collier: That is, nder the Agri-
cultural Lands Purchase Act?

The PREMIER: Yes. Under Section 5 of
the Land Act that provision, of course, does
not apply. The procedure of eapitalising one.
year's interest at the time of the purchase of
land is right and advisable. In the ease of a
sale effected under Section 5 of the Land Act,
the interest would have to be charged to re-
venue, and repavolcot of that interest wsould
have to be made to revenue, and would be
spread over a shorter period than that pro-
vided under the Agricultural Lands Purchase
Act. Under the Land Act repayment must lie
made within 30 years, n-hrnas under the
Lands Purchase Act it mnay be spread over
40 years. However, that is not So much the
point just now. The Lands Purchase Act has
always been used for the purchas'l of land.
The House voted the money for the soldiers
settlement, and that money had been used. It
is necessary to increase the canital to £1,200,-
000 to enablr' the money spent on soldier settle-
ment to be bromgmt under thq Lands Purchase
Act if the House approve my requiest that all
this lend should be treated under the one
Act.

Hon. P. Collie,-: The Bill makes it retros-
pective f1l.9u.

The PTREMIE'R: Yes; the money has been
spent. It is only increesinq the authority by-
£600,000. We are not increasing the espeindi-

ture. The money has been spent, but it is
not right to have it uinder Section 5. Not
until recently did I learn that this method
was being employed.

Hon. P. Collier: It was an oversight thaZ
the proposed action was not taken from the
beginning.

The PREMIER: Yes. Personally, I am
sorry it happened, because the Leads Pur-
ehuse Act sets up a limit of £600,000 and
for wnnt of funds this laud could not have
been purchased. By special vote Parliament
has approved of the purchases for soldier
settlement.

Hon. P. Collier: Tf you want to increase
the amount beyond £1,200,000 you will have
to come to Parliament and get authority.

The PRIETI: Yes, certainly. I am now
seeking authority for £200,000, the amount
placed on the Estimates. All I am asking the
House to agree to is to bring soldier settle-
ment under the Lands Purchase Act, as it
should have been from the first. We have
used the Act for the sale of that land, and 1
now ask the House to ratify it. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Question, put and passed..
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without de-

bate, reported without amendment and the
replort adlopted.

Road a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

B3TLr-LOAN.

All Stages.
Message fromn the Governor rec~eived and

read, recommending appropriation for the
pu1rposes of the Bill.

First Reading.
Introduced by the Premier end read a first

time.

Sceond Reading.
The PREMIER AND TREASURER (Hon.

Sir JTames bfitchell-Northam) ra.81 in mov-
ing the second rending said: I am asking
thle House to anthorise the raising of money
for the works recently aareed to in the Loan
Estimates. The Loan Estimates do not an-
thorise me to raise money, and so it becomeq
necessary that I should ask the House to atp-
prove the Loan Bill, under which to raise
money for the carrying out of those works.
We have authority to raise nmonev sufficient
for our needs, hut the mone-y for these works
must be speeific'sllv raised for the specific
purpose. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.
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In Committee.
Mr. Stubbs in the Chair. The Premier in

charge of the Bill.
Clauses I to 6-greed to.

First Schedule:

Hon. W1. C. ANGWIN: This is merely to
authorise the raising of certain money. Some-
times the vamount, so raised exceed the
amounts on the Estimates, in order to avoid
going too of ten onl the imarket. In foinnce-
tion with harbour works, 1 notice there is
only £100,000 set clown here, of which Pre-
mantle will get £50,000. Presently something
will have to be done with the Frenmantle
harbour.

The Premier: There is no doubt about
that.

Holl. WV. C. ANOWIN: Olt the Fremrantle
bridge last year, one line had to he closed
for a considerable time owing to the dan-
gerous state of the bridge, aiid for weeks
men were wvorking threre day aid night. We
d~o not know hlow soon it will be nueessary
to repeat that. Also, the new bridge ))lnst
be gone on with. I should have liked to see
the Premier ask for authority in the Bill to
raise money for the provision of a better
water supply for the metropolitan area.

The Premier: We have authority.
Hor. W. C. ANGWJN: Only to a ver 'y

small extent, It would hate served to show
the people that the Government were anxious
to make a start in that direction. Botr these
matters are of urgency.

The PRE MIER: I realise that both these.
mnatters are urgent, and I promiise thme hall.
mentoer they shall not be overlooked.

Schedule put and paissed.
Second[ andt third schedules-agreed to.

Preamble, Title-agreed to.

Bill reported without amiendlment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time ii md transmitted to the
C~ouncil.

Sitting suspended from r.15 to 7.30 pm.

MOT]ION-KNDELITP ESTATE, COY-
ERXMEXT ASSISTANCE.

To inquire by Comimission.

Mr. MANN (Perth) (7.5]: I snore-

That in view of-(a) the application by
Mr. De Garin for inancjal assistance by
the Government to his undertaking at
Kendenup; (b) the petition of the settlers
in support of that application; andi (e)
the statements in the Press relating to the
affairs of the coimpanies formed to acquire
and develop the estate, this House is of
opinion that it is desirable that a conimis-
sioner, being an accountant and person
suitable to the Government. should be ap-
pointed to inquire into any report to the
Government upon the affairs of the coin-

panics, and of ulr. De Garn, the promoter;
and to advise to what extent, if at all, and
in what mannier, assistance should be ren-
dered; to the intent that, if so advised,
the Government maly rendeor such assist-
anea as in their discretion they may think
fit.

ft is not mny desire that this motion should
he regarded as hostile to the previous de-
cision of the Government. What I desire is
that inquiries slhouldl he made in order that
thle miost complete inivestigation may place the
6overnment in full possession of the facts
voncerning Keuideiruj anti its administration,
with at view to enabling them to reverse their
previous decision. The history of Kendenuip
so far as tis motion is concerned dates back
to 1920. In Decemiber of thait year Mfr. Do
Garis purchased the Kendenup estate for
£350,000. Debientuies were issued to the
amount of £150,000. Only £130,000 worth
were applied for, andt 11,000 were issued onl
terms. Sonic f.13,200 was surrendered for
land clearing, etc., which left the comparny
with £106,800 ii' :-ashn to account for.

21r. Johnston: It is a large Burn.
.klr. MANN: Not considering the size of

I he venture and thle amount of work which
has been clone in so short a space of time.
Of the f106,8010, E10,600 was borrowed, and
thle company at present owe £8,700 to t-
secured creditors. Interest on debenture% to
tire amount of £4,500) has been paid. The
emey realised from the sale of debentures
"as expended an foliow": -L50,000 for thle
property, and the balance, £80,000, in de-.
veloping the property and works consisting
of thle folloving:-Briekworks and equip-
ment; the establishmnent of a dehydration
plant and equipmnt; hotel quarters, staff
quiarters, stores, woodlen and brick residences,
tile plant, railway siding, 13 miles of tole-
phione installation. offive equipmient, saw
Ibenech and engine, oil engine and shearing
plbant, hiarness, saddlecry, roads and bridges,
c-learing of town ani factory sites, dams,
wells. trolls and improvements, surveys, sub-
divisions, livestolk, stores in hand, cait ad-
vancesi to settlers, and the purchasing of
gratuity bonds frm soldiers.

The Premier: Thtese are not shown in the
schedule of assets.

Mr. MIANN: I an,;issured that this is
correct.

The 'Minister for Works: What did they
spendl onl advertising?

Mr. MANN: Seventeen thonsand pounds.
Mr. Pickering: What dlid the aeroplane

flights rosty
Mfr. MANN : rlint wag p~art of the ad-

vertisilig.
Mr. Corboy' : Andl paid for by De Canis

personally.
Mr. 'MANN: It was an excellent adver-

tisemeiit. During the short period that the
1(endennp comrpany has operated on tire es-
tate, 162 settlers live been comfortably set-
tled on their holdings and are in a prosper-
ouis way. Homes to the number of 105 have
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been erected, and 1,200 acres of land are
producing. The population numbers 5171.

Mr. Tiny: How- do you know they are
prosperous

Mr. MANMN: Btvatse they are delivering
Woods for which they ore receiving payment.

11r. J. 11. Sinith: From, whom are they
ICeleiin- I paynriut.

Mr. 'MANN: From the* Kendencup rack.

Mr. i1. 11. Smith: WIo ifc they?
The Minister for Mines: Let the hon. member

explain the position.
31r. MAN: These 162 settlers have been

settled at a cost of about £742 per man. The
company finds it is up against it financially.
These settlens have made their homes on the
estate. T spent a day at Kendenup, and saw
as much as it was possible to do in that time.
I saw settlers who went there in February and
March of last year, and when I was there in
December they had portion of their holdings
cleared, homes erected, and were on the eve of
delivering produce to the company and making
good.

lMr. J. H. Smith: What has been produced?
Mr. MANN: One settler had four acres of

potatoes and three had four aResm of tomatoes.
1%r. J. H. Smith: What wvas the price ?
Mr. MANN: They are guaranteed £10 a ton.
Mr. J. H. Smith: Who guarantees it ?
Mr. MANN: The Kendenup packing com-

pany and they are being paid.
Mr. 3. H. Smith: Who is paying the money?
Air. SPEAKER: Order! Question time has

passed.
Mr. MANN: In order that the position of

these settlers my be secured, it is necessary
that a sum of money should be found. If th
Government ame not in a position to find it,
as they have stated, it is difficult to know what
the position of the settlers will ultismately be.
Sooner or later the Government will have
to go to the assistance of these people.
It would be much better that they should
do so now before any crash comes, than
after discredit has been brought upon the settle-
ment. No matter how we may try to cover it
up, or what representations are made, discredit
to Kendenup means discredit to Western Aus-
tralia.

31r. J. H. Smith: Who brought the dis-
credit ?

Ron. T. Walker: The Bullfinch.
M1r. MIANN: It must mean discredit to W~est.

ern Australia.
Ron. W. C. Angwin: Would that not apply

to every company who made a mess of things
Mr. MANN: There is more than a mere com-

pany involved. There are 102 settlers, who
appeared to me to be on the eve of prosperity.
The company controlling the estate hag done
wonderful work. Under the guidance of the
experts these settlers have made greater strides
and more progress than one would have thought
possible. Most of the settlers have their own
homes and have cleared upwards, of 20 acres
of land each, and have put in crops of potatoes
and peas, etv. This is what ire saw last De.
cember. I want an inquiry to see if the posi-
tion at Kendeaup justifies the Government in
taking a Mand and rendering assistance to these

settlers. I am not asking for more than that.
I feel sume an independent inquiry will satisfy the
Government that the position generally will
justify them in going to the assistance of these
settlers. I doubt whether any settlers could
have done so much with the amount of money
expended as has been done at Kendenup, and
I think that the error has been that they en-
deavoured to develop Kendenup with insufficient
capital. The venture wastnobig for the amount
of money at the disposal of the promoters.
Everything would have gone well, however,
hut for the sudden stoppage of the sale of land
and the sale of debentures.

Mr. (7Y1oghlen: Have von any knowledge
of the progress sat"- from mionth to month

M1r. MANN: Up to October the msals of
land and debentures were good and were adequate
to meet the financial aspect of the situation.
In October, however, an attack was made upon
Mr. DeGaris in the Melbourne papers and through-
out Victoria, and the effect of that was to cheek
the sale to such an extent that it reduced Ken-
denup to its present position.

Mr. Underwood: That does not cat much
ice.

Mr. MANN: Whether it does or does not,
the facts are as I have stated them, that up to
that time Kendenup was going along well and
the settlers were satisfied. The settlers are
quite satisfied to-day. Hon. members have had
an opportunity of seeing the petition signed by
all the settlers on the estate and no one will
suggest that pressure could have been brought
to hear on any one of the signatories.

31r. J. H. Smith: Can you give us the original
cost of the land and the sale price of the blocks ?

Mr. MANN: The original price was about
£1 per cre. The sale price varied according
to the value of the land and the position.

Mr. J. H. Smith: What did the settlers
pay ?

Mr. M1ANN : The prices were according to
the value and the position of the blocks.

Mr. J. H. Smith: What was the minimum
price ?

Mr. M1ANN: At Kendenup there are 43
soldiers settled on the land, and they have been
established there without any cost whatever
to the (iovernment. The company financed
those soldiers and helped them to make their
holdingi, reproductive. Keridenup has done
a good deal for We&stern Australia. Before the
establishment of the settlement the railway
revenue from the Kendenup station was but a
few pounds per annum, Now it has reached
the substantial HUM of about £10,000 annually.
The settlement which has taken place there
has incresead the value of adjoining properties
and buyers have come from the Eastern States
end purchased surrounding areas at Mtl. Earkir
and elsewhere at enhanced prices.

The M1inister for Works: Can you give us
some of the prices

Mr. MIANN: Oin, -.late, Wicklow, was sold
for E11,00. Capm-up was sold for £16,000 and
Lvnadhurst for £6,500.

Mr. Pickering: Who bought these properties Y
M1r. MANN: Eastern buyers. It has been

suggested that Hyem & Heater, the agents,
received £7,500 for the sale of C15,000 worth of
land. That is not the position at all. The
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position is that they received £7,500 for the sale
of £181,000 worth of land. The £15,000 was
the first deposit paid by the purchasers, but
the commission was earned on the bigger amount
I have stated.

Mr. Wilson: Hare you sold £161,000 worth
of land ?

Mr. MANN: That is the value of the land
disposed of.

Mr. Underwood: How many acres?
Mr. MANN: Hyemn & Hester have to carry out

their contract for a period of ten years and their
total commission does not eiceed 22 per cent.,
wvhich is not out of the wvav.

Bon. T. Walker: Wha is the average price
per acre

Mr. MAN: I cannot say, but the prices
run from about £2 to about £20 per acre. I
have put the facts as I have heen able to obtain
thenm and I do not know that I can say anything
more than this, that when De Caris floated the
Kendenup company he wvas hailed as a rest
deliverer.

.Mr. J. H. Smith: By whom
Mfr. MANN: Everybody was prepared to

fall clown and almost worship him.
.Members : No.
Mr. MANN: At any rate many people wvere

prepared to pay homage to binm, and to-day
because he has met with a little adversity every-
body wants to declare bin, to be a failure.

Members: No.
M r. MANX: Quite a number of people are

prepared to say that he is a failure and some go
to the extent of declaring him to be a fraud.
I submit that Dr. Cads is not a fraud, that he
started a genuine proposition, that his effort wvas
wonderful, and that he has failed for the reason
of the hitter opposition displayed in Victoria,'which opposition affectedl his financial position.
Probably Do Canis would have pulled through,
but for that unexpected and uncalled for opposi-
tion in M1elbourne in October last.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Grant Hervey.
Mr. MANN: For what reason Honvey did

this I am not in a position to say.
Mr. Underwood: Anyone who can be knocked

out by Grant Hervey is not much class.
The Minister for Mines: But %vho was backing

Grant Hervey?7 Hervey has not got a feather
to fly with himself.

'Mr. MANN: I submit that had it not been
for this unexpected trouble in Melbourne, Do
Garis wvould have pulled through successfully.
If he had done so, everybody would have ac-
claimed him a wonderful man. Now because
this adversity has overtaken him, instead of
standing behind him and giving him a push
along, many people want to condemn him and
abandon him. The motion is a reasonable one
and cannot do any harm, but rather will tend
towards the re-establishment of confidence in
Do Gangs. The Final outcome I trust wvill be that
the Government will reverse their Aceision. -

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James M1itchell-
Northam) [7- 58j: I do not know that we need
be so much concerned about De Claris himself
in this matter. It is true that he wishes to be
regarded as a public benefactor, but Nve are not
so much concerned with him as wve are about
the settlers on the Kendenup estate. Figures
have been presented to us and, so far as they

provide the history of the undertaking, they
are very illuminating. It has to be remembered
that the Kendenup Development Company,
so far as I can judge, had no capital at all.
I do not know that they ever possessed a
penny of capital. I do not think they did.
At any rate, they bought an estate and stock
for F-50,000. On the strength of that amount,
debentures wres applied for amounting to
£131,000, a large proportion of which sum
was contributed in Melbourne. Of those de-
bentures, £13,200 have been surrendered to
pay for the clearing of land ; £11,000 is still
due by wvay of instalments on debentures, which
leaves outstanding £106,800. The debentures
constituted a very attractive investment because
they not only carried guaranteed interest at 8
per cent, but provided that the debenture holders,
when the land sales were completed, would get
£50 for every £100 invested. This means that
on C131,000 worth of debentures, there would
be for distribution £65,500. On the face of it,
it was a wonderfully attractive investment.
In addition to that, there are other moneys that
the company has to collect for advances against
debentures, bringing the total liabilities, if the
company wvere wround up to-day, to £130,600.
The estate was bought for £50,000. I have
already informed hon. members that 8 per ceat.
wvas guaranteed for 5 years. Of that period,
one year has gone. That means there is 4 years
interest guaranteed, which runs out to the
total of £43,200, apart from the £63,500, which
of course, depends upon the profits that may be
made by the company. The liabilities seem
to me to be £C174,000, that is, of course, in-
cluding interest on debentures for four years.
These figures show that £50,000 has been spent
on the estate in improvements. That being
so, I have no doubt that Mr. ])e Gati marie the
best of this position when presenting the figures,
to us. Again, £:100,000 would seem to be in-
vested in the purchase of the property, plant,
and improvements. If these figures be ac-
cepted, there seems to be £30,000 still to be
accounted for. That is a very considerable
amount. It would seem as though £17,000 has
been spent in advertising. On account of the
sale of land, £.16,300 Asm returned as deposits.
This estate provides no means of revenue that
I know of except through the sale of laud, and
that money must be used to pay interest on the
debentures, for it will be agreed that the money
received on account of the sale of land must
carry the expenses of the concern. The balance
sheet is well worth the attention of members.
The liabilities including £66,600 to debenture
holders. as bonuses, are set out at £239,300. On
the other side theme is the value of the property,
which, after deducting these various items, in
set out at £460,000, and the value of the im-
provements is set out at £,50,000. This is a
very wonderful country if, in a short few
months, the sum of £50,000 spent in the
purchase of an estate can be converted into
an asset of £400,000! 1 do not know any-
where in the world where that can be done. It
is true that the surplus shown is £211,000.

M1r. Underwood: The alleged surplus.

The PREMIER: If we have the £40,000
as against the £L0,000, wre have an anticipated
prolit, after paying com-ission, of about £350,000.
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Hon. IV. C Angwin: What about the high
price of land at 30s. an acre ?

The PREMIER. That is the position dis-
closed by the balanice-sheet. Of the estate,
12,252 acres have been sold for £150,630.

Hfon. T. Walker: What is the averageY
The PREMIER: Roughly from £12 to £12

10s. per acre?
The Minister for Was 1cm: For land that eost £1

per acre.
The PREMIER: Of course, that is spread

over 10 years and does not carry any interest.
Town blocks numbering 276 and comprising 69
acres, hare been sold for £27,920 and 11 factory
sites, covering 22 acres, at £2,928, or, in all,
12,343 acres bare been sold for £181,548. Of
that amount £15,300 was paid as deposits.
and of that first payment £7,650 wras paid away
as commission. It is anticipated that the
next payment will amount to £16,600, which will
he paid early this year. From that amount a
further £4,600 has to he paid to the agents as
commission. Of course, as the member for
Perth (M.Nr. Mann) has pointed out, the com-
mission is on £:181,000 odd which repreents
the value of the land sold.

Mr. Mann : It works out at less than 5 per
cent.

The PREMIER: That may be so, but if
we take the figures together, iti represents nowr
about £1 per acre for the sale of land, which
is lust about what the land cost.

Mr. M.%ann:- It works out at about 7s. on the
whole of the land sold.

The PREMIER: The payment for commission
will amount to about £12,250 as against the
12,343 acres of land sold. Taking the land sold,
the commission agent is entitled to take his
commission and on that basis it does not repre-
sent a very big percentage of commission, but
it is a fact that it works nut at just about the
cost of the land. I have placed these facts
before hon. members and they are taken from
the figures presented to me and to this Reuse
in connection with this application. I am
always very loth to discuss some of the affairs
of the country in this Chamber, but in this case
we are forced into that position. First there was
the application ;secondly, the papers were
asked for, I think at the instigation of Mr. De
Cads.

Mr. Pickering: 'Not at his instigation!
Mr. J. H. Smith : It may have been.
The PRENIIER: At any rate, I spoke to

him and asked if he had any objection to the
papers being produced and he said he had none.
On top of all this, there was the motion moved
by the member for Perth. I am perfectly ready
to admit that we have been well advertised in
the Eastern States during the past few months.
I do not know what the advertisement will he
during the next few months : but the fact
remains that we have been wvell advertised in
recent months. I am perfectly ready to admit
that there are a number of first class settlers
at Kendenup. It is said that they total 160 . We
saw, a number of them wihen we were recently
through the South-West, and I admit that some
of the crops we saw were really good. In many
instances, the land is capable of producing good
crops- Theme is no shadow of doubt about that..
Of course, those crops were in small areas. I

admit frankly that these people are doing good
work.

Mr. 'Man: Great progress has been made
within a short time.

The PREMIER:- Yes, satisfactory progress
is shown for the time, but not any unusually
rapid progress if we have regard for the money
that must have been spent there, Each of the
settlers had some money, and he has spent that
in producing his crops. Those crops were cer-
tainly not extensive, but it is wonderful to see
what improvement has been made during the
six months on an estate where no crops were
ever grown. We admit that aspect quite frankly.
We admit that the establishment of the dehyd-
rator will be of considersable advantage to the
settlers if their guarantee is maintained, and if
their produce can be bought at the price set
out by the packing company. If that position
is maintained there is no doubt that these settlers
wil be in a better position than ordinary settlers.
It remains to be seen if the packing company
can continue their efforts during the next 10
years. At any rate, the company are pur-
chasing the settlers' goods now and treating
them at their plants. A good deal of work has
been done in connection with the brick kins, and
generally a great amount of work has been
carxied out on the estate.

Air. O'Loghlen:- If the company can main-
tain the guarantee of their prices, the settlers
should succeed.

The PRE'MIER:- Yes. I admit that Mr.
De Caris has said that £ 50,000 had been spent
in connection with the settlement but I think
he understated the expenditure at Kendenup.
Mr. IDe Garis has presented a balance sheet
regarding his own affairs in support of his guar-
antee for a loan of £31,000. 1 do not propose
to discuss the balance sheet submitted by him
regarding his own affairs. It is sufficient to
consider the affairs of the company. A good
deal hen been published in the newspapers recently
aid [petitionis have been presented to tis
liouse in support of an application for as-
sistance(. I amn perfectly- certain, ]howev-er,
that the steurit y offered is not sufficient tu
warrant an yGovernment affording the as-
sistance requlested. There is no doubt about
that point. Fiftlier thani that, I do not think
we wuld b;i. justifiedi in making any advancve
on thi' figureS pr-sented to tui; quite apart
from the question of the security. I have ex-

lamned how the balance Sheet is ma~de up1,
In t o not wish tu go through that aspet

again. Hion, mnembersi here lied it before
thln ;0d it sems to HIc to di1los1a extra-
ordinary .s tatv of affairs, for so "Iuch nioney
ape-Ir to have gon01ur1Vre

MY. Pickering: Do you think 9:41,000
would lie sufficient aissistanec

The IlIEM 1-ER: I do not know the miff-
fereice ietiveen the money actual expended
on the estate ani that receivvd, 111t it s,'mnA
to loe fairlyV considerable. I dlo not knew
runite how mnuch will he neeesar.% I do not
know whether 011,000o wvill carry thme venture
tlim-uw~d. I ito know that if this-- £I1j,Oos a year
iN to he piaid to the deblentulre holders, it must
comne Traim tw sale of land. of course, the
Sjeedy Hale Of tuid0 depends On the ronflulenco
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-ot the people inl the venlture, and I supposa
confidcee in the venture must have been eon-
siderably shaken by this time.

Mr. Lamnbert: Provided satisfactory ar-
rangemients were made with the debenture
holders, I1 suppose there would lie no objec-
tion to the advance.

The PREMIER: lIt the debenture holders
na-c willing to give first security over the pro-
pertvy I take it that no financial house would
refuse to advance the £30,000. The debenture
holders, however, have the property.

Mr. Harrison: If you made the advance,
you would be securing the debenture holders
and not the settlers.

lHon. T. Walker: That is the point,
The l'REMLEU: We cannot alter the po-

-sition as it is. We c-annot remedy the matter
by discussing it. All the letters which have
appeared iul the newspalvers :do not change the
position in the slightest. In fact the letters
seem to show that the people at Seudeanup
hardly realise what the position is. 'Mr, De
Gis is a clever man. The people mayv have
implicit faith ia him, but if 'Mr. De Garis is
t.) meet his obligations year by year, hie must
(10 so from the funds which conic freom the
sale of load at the settlement. I know eaough
of laud settlement to be aware that if the
i~ettlers are to pay this enormous price for
icnd, they must get the prices scheduled for
their produce.

Mr. Pickering; Do you think they have
any hope?

The PREMIER: We have already seen by
these figures that the estate was purchased at
L1 anl acre, and it is expected to realise an
average approaching £12 10s. an acre. I do
-not know that the people of this country
would be justified in saying to any man.,
-whether he belonged to this State or caine
from the East, that the Government should
16lp himi to buyi land at .11 an acre to sell at
£12 l~s. an acre. I do not think the House
-would be justified in agreeing to a proposition
of that sort. Uip to the time of receiving this
application from Mr, De Ga-is, that was no
concern of ours. I thought that the Kent-
denup company had a considerable amount of
mnoney behind them, but we find now that no
money has been put into the venture at all.
In addition to the Kendenup company there
is the packing company. Again, this com-
pany' was established with very little capital.
We are told that the produce treated in the
dehydrator is already sold at prices which are
satisfactory and will enable the packing comn-
pany to pay the growers the prices agreed
upon. This might be so; I hope it is.

Mr. Harrison: Whiat are the prices guaran-
teed I

The PREMIER: They have guaranteed
certain prices for -vegetables for 10 years and
for fruit for 15 years. We are told that
there is this guarantee of purchase by some-
-one outside. The packing company have no
capital, they must depend -upon the sale of
the produce they treat. If the sale by the
packing company to the people in the East,
vho are supposed to purchae it, is being

(100]

miade under an agreement well -esta blish ed,
binding anid satisfactory, the company miight
be able to catry on. But it is a strange
thing that the Kenidenup company were
formned without a penny of capital and that
the packig company have very little capital.
Yet the Kendenaup company were able to issue
£130,000 worth of debentures in a few months
against a property bought foi- £50,000. I can.
quite tiuderstanil that Air. De Canis has done
good work in the Last; hie is very well known
there, but we have to face the position a.s we
find it here. I do not pretend to know whether,
if £80,000 were advanced, the companies
could pull through and keep their agreenient
-with the settlers.

M[r. MNann: Do not you think it is woith
inquiring into?

The PREMIER: Presumably -Mr. De Garis
has produced to us the fullest iniformation
possible, because lie came to us for an ad-
vance. I do nut know what will be gained
by further inquiry. I wish to say here that
I am not aversRe to an inquiry, but 1 (10 not
know what cani he gained by it. Further, lI
amn nut concerned icry much about Mr. De
Garis--he is quite aible to look after himself
-hut I i conerined about the people ait
Keadenup. I amn not greatly concerned
ahout thic advertisemnent this State will get
if the venture fails, because the position
must . he unl irstoo'l even by the people inl
the East. Of course, it is a bad thing to
have any failures in the State, hut in this
rusge the happenings are so strange that I
have no doubt they will ha well known to
the public of Australia, and indleed of the
worldl, in a very shiort time. Here we have a
inan who conies into this State and appar-
ently puts net a fnrthing into the venture,
and can (10 all that has been dlone by 'Mr. Do
Gains, not only in the way of raising money
but of advertising the estate. Yet he does
niot hesitate to come to this House and tell
us that, after paying far more for commis-
sion on the sale of the land than the pro-
perty cost, this £50,000 purchase is going to
return him £40,000. The land we saw is
certainly good land and capable of producing
all one would wish, but the whole of the es-
tate is not good land. I am very loth to
discuss this matter at all. It is very unusual
for the House to be called upon to discuss
the private affairs of people ; but now that it
has been forced upon our attention, we aire
bound to discuss it, at any rate to the extent
I have done. It is not right that the people
of the country should be deceived in. this
matter, and it is not right that the settlers
should be deceived. ..

Mr. 'Underwood: That is why I want an
inquiry.

The PREMIER:- When this application
was made we went very carefully into the
matter. My colleague the Minister for Rail-
ways, who represents the district, was an-
xious that the matter should be given very
careful consideration, because of the settlers
there. 'We did give the matter careful con-
sideration, and Cabinet decided that they
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couldl not possibly assist the company. It is
quite evident to ale that the position should
be wiade thoroughly clear to the People who
purchased landl at Kendenup. It may he that
-when it has been made quite clear, thley% will.
be quite satifie~d.

M~r. Pickering: Have they any chanice of
getting their titles.'

The 1E'IE li When they pay for their
laind. thev will get the title deeds from the
delientnre holders. So far as I hare dIiscussedl
the matter with 'Mr. De (is, lie has been
perfectly, frank and tins not hesitatedI to pro-
duce the figures4 1 hare here nd to answer
any questions I have askrd. I do not sug-
gest for a niomnt that ho has not made the
position quite clear to the people of Ken-
denup, but perhaps it woull, be as well it
they could by some means he accurately in-
formed with regard to tile position generally.
I do not know that it is any' part of the busi-
ness of the Hloise to inquire into a matter of
this kind. If it were not for the fact that
there are settlers at Kendenutp, I should very
strenuously opleose any such inquiry. How-
evor. oue cannot bevt regard tile fulture of 160
peolWe. principallev our own people, with con-
cern. I have told the H~ouse the position as
T undlerstand it. Perhaps in this State we
are not use d to this sort otf thinq, but it cer-
tninlv dloes make strange reading. I amn
sorry that the venture did not succeed in
pulling through without trouble ). I believe
that if i-are had been exercised from the
start in the expenditure of money in the
several directions that money went, thle ven-
ture might have pulled thirouigh. If the pen-
ple on that estate can be properly informed
of the position, thent it is for theni to deter-
iiae what their future work is to be. It is
always quite possible in matters of this kind
for she position to drift from bad to worse.
It ii very easy for this to happen in this
case, beause sio far as I canl see the expenses
of running the estate and the interest onl the
debentures mnust conic oat of the sales of
land, and of course if land is nut sold fairly
freely the position of the company cannot
improve.

Mr. 3tunsie: What wns the total area of
the estate?'

The P R EMIrER : The total area was
47,000 acres; 12,000 odd acres hare been
sold and 35,000 odd acres remain to be sold.
Of course it is not all first class land. The
House musqt dleteruiuc whether this inquiry
is to be hehi or not. If an inquiry be held,'
it must suirely he into the financial position.
The valuationt of the land, and the assets
would have to be very carefully considered.
We are told that war bonds have been pur-
chased. Thjey do not appear in the list of
assets.

Mr, 'Mann: I have been assured of that.
'Mr. Underwood: They make a song of

that.
The PREMIER: If the House determines

to have an inquiry, it must be a careful in-
quiry ito the position also of the paking
comlpany in order that we may know just

where they stand. The future of the settlers
depends on the gzood faith of thle company
and their ability to carry out their contract.

lion. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [8.23]:
The flouse, and the country niust comlimuent
thle Preadier for thle light hie has thrown upon
this question. Thle calmn, dispassionte, in-
formnative sliceeh lie has deliveredl must en-
.able evePry one, of us to formi a devfinite eon-
clusion a.s to the value of the miotion sub-
mittedl by the membher for Perth ('Mr. Mann).
The Premier has told us that thle Government
hn;-ve already investigated this niatter-andI
their opportunities for inquiry must be
greater than tho,4e of any outside inquirer

-and harve becen obliged, with all duie con-
sidleration andl svlillathy for thle settlers who
hav-e speart their little lots at Kendenup, to
tarn down thle request of 'Mr. De Caris and
his company. If that lie so, surely that is
sufficient, unless we want to move a vote of
confidence or want of confidence in the floe-
ei'niient. It implies that.

'Mr. IUnderwood: It does not.
lion. T. WALKER: If the Government

havet wiade the necessary inquiries, if they-
have gone carefully into the u'ajter and
found themselves obliged to turn (Town the
application of -Mr. De Canis for funds, and
we then say that they have not made suffi-
cient inquiry, and that we wvant another in-
quiry, then flint is an expression of want of
confidence in the Government. If it is not
that, whit is it?

M.%r. Pickerinig: We often ask for a Royal
Commiission.

R~on. T. WALKER: We ask too often.
Mr. 'Mann: The Premier does not accept

this motion as one of want of confidence.
lon. TU. WVALKER: That does not mat-

ter. We are getting very complaisant in that
respect. There is the danger. Those are
the rocks we are running on. There is never
objection raised to any demand for inquiry.
Whatsoever will relieve the Governmnt of
responsibility is accepted. It is taken for
granted that inquiry represents a. help to the
Government, instead of representing an el-
pression of lack of confidence in their ability
to conduct the affairs, of the country.
Strictly speaking, responsible government
ought. not to exist on delegated powers, or
on the inquiries of others. Ministers should
take a stand, they should be prepared to
stop where thieys are, or else to fall by virtue
of the policy they ed'opt, or the administra-
tive acts that come from their hands.

Mr. Underwood - They should never in-
quire.

Hoan. T. WVALKER: N'o; every matter
should be submitted to all outside. If there
be nothing to be added to thle statements
furnished by Mr. be Oasis and by the com-
pany, the thing is at an end. We h ave
heard the Premier's statements quoting, not
the. result of his inquiries or of the inquiries
of his offiers, but the statement, literally, of
De Garis. That statement amnounts to an ab-
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solu1tCe oidelematioji, not of the scheme, but
of the inanagetnent of the scheme; amounts

*to an absolute proof Of the insecurity of
tile comp~nyi. I i eel ais nucb as ally member
of thle House for the settlers. They are the
victims. 'Ultimately, I feel sure, the State
will htave to come to the assistance of sonc
if not nil of the settlers; but not whilst thle
debenture holders and the company run this
concern. Already the Premier has told us of
9t50,000}, according to advertisement and pro-
spectus, transformed into a.n asset of over
t40i0,00I0, before ever there has been anything
done,

Mr. -Mann: Th,-re has been a lot done.
ion. T. WA'LKER: U speak of the pros-

pectus; and the prospiectos does not say that.
T say that the very prospectus, the very
method of advertising on sea, uinder sea, on
land and in the heavens, up in the air be-
tween State and State, is the advertising of
a liow mn, azud not of a. legitimate ivestor.
Money has gone for that; £E17,000 is ac-
counted for in that manner. Wec do not
know how much more has gone in the sante
wari. It is by the buyers; of the land on thle
'K~eeup estate that all this is to be paid
for. The buyvers of the land are the Feasts

-Of burden in the matter.
Mr. Pickering: They always are.
Rion. T, WALKCER.: I Know that unkfor-

tunately such things occur. Shalil we agree
to make thle position worse? If any* speca-
lator, any adventurous financier, dlesirous of
suddenly becoming rich by mnus of glowing
prospeciusos as in this instance, comes into
our State, and gets our people to believe in
him and to settle on his land, is it to be the
dujty of thle State, when the bubble has
burst, to conme to his assistance? Do we
vomne to that duty in the ease of a mnining
boomn, which is of a similar character to this
enterprise For the poor speculator in min-
11mg, the man with a few pounds who puts his
all into a mining boom-do we find the pro-
prietors of the mines or the directors of
companies coming to this hfouse to ask Par-
liament to make good the deficiencies of the

Mr. Mann: The two eases are hardly an-
alogous.

Hon. T. WALKER: They are. Gold min-
ing and gold development have in the past
dlone as much for Western Australia as agri-
cultural development has done. But Parlia-
ment does act come to the assistance of pro-
nmoters of mlines.

Mr. 'Mann: But here are 162 settlers.
Ron. T. WALKEIR: One hundred and

sixty-two investors, and many times that
numiber, poor men and prospectors, have gone
to the wall in connection with mining booms
jus!t as in this instance; but 'who thinks of
going to their assistance?! Mining directors
would not have the temerity to approach
this House and ask that the State make good
their defalcstions or deficiencies. Is there a
precedent for what is asked by this motion?
This is a private specnlation.

Mr. 'Mann: There is a precedent ;n Vic-
toria. The V'ictorian Governument ass,istod.
the Chaffer Bros., of 'Mildurn.

Ron,. T. WALKEFR: But that is denied.
Mr. Mlann: It is a fact all the same.
Ioen. TV. WALK ER : Before the Victorian

Goveranent gave any assistance to the 'Mil-
tiurn se-ttlers4, those settlers endured great
hardships. The poor people at 2lildnrat were
all but starved out.

Mr. Angelo: You would not have that
happen here?

Mr. -Mann: Would it not be a good thing
if wve could prevent that here?

flon. T. WALKER: There ia one way of
preventing such things. As the hon. niein-
her knows, our company laws provide a pea-
alt.% for the issue of a false prospectus. It
is f raud.

Mr. 'Mann: That does not enter into the
question.

Mr. Underwood: It does not save thle vic-
tims.

Hon. T. WVALIC ER: I know that. Bt
thle directors can be punished.

Mr. Underwood: That does not help the
victimls at all.

H~on. T. WA1LKER: What has that to do
with this ease' We should straight away pre-
vn-it men troin gambling with the lives of
our- citizens in the way that has been done
lhere. It is more than the mtoneyv of the set-
Ilets that is in question. The settlers have
inure than their money to lose at Kendenuip.
Their hecarts may be broken; their souils as it
iverc, drained.

Mr. Lambert: Sn have the hearts of State
settlers been broken.

Non, T. WALIKER: Never in the same
way.

Mr. Laumbert: They get had seasons, as
YOU know.

lion. T. WALKEJR: I kunvw; but bad sea-
suits are, not designed attempts to over capita-
lise a venture and make the poor settlers pay
for it. There is the whole difference. Bad
seasons, ship wrecks, and those things which
are, called acts of God, are unavoidable in.
any enterprise.

Mr. Lamnbert: Do youi contend-
Rlon. T. WALKER: I am not going to

hold a conversation with the boa, member.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Hon. members

must keep order.
Hon. T. WALKER: I decidedly object to

this proposition of the member for Perth ns
an innovation.

Mr. Johniston: It is a demand for in-
quiry.

Ronl. T. WALKER: I say it is an na
ration. It is a demand for an inquiry with a
view-we cannot disguise this-of inducing
the Government, by all kinds of specious pre-
texts, to come to the assistance of what is
practically admitted to be a bank rupt com-
pany. If we can do it for one, why' not for
all? What special virtue is there in this
speculation to make it the particuilar care of
the Government?

'Mr. Angelo, There are 500 odd settlers

2 92 9
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Capot. Carter: Five hundred and forty peo-
ple were settled there last year.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Kanowna. may proceed.

Hon. T. WALKER: I am with everyone
who talkq of helping the settlers, But are the
settlers asking?

Mry. Mann: Yes. They signed a petition.
Hon. T?. WALKER: They are helping De

Garbs and the debenture holders to ask -for
help. We are being asked on behalf of those
who 'want eight per cent. guarantee, who
desire the bonus, the increment in price. We
are asked to help those who raised thle value
of the land, good, bad, or indifferent, frein
£ 1 per acre to £12 l 0s, per acre.

Mr. Underwood: The settlers are in diffi-
culties, too. Do not forget that,

Ron. T. WALKER: Then let us find a
way of helping *he settlers when those others
hlave gone out.

'Mr. Mann: Then it will be too late.
lRon. T. WALKER: 'Not too late. I cer-

tal,,]; w-ill never give my vote even for an
ifliuirY, after the disclosures contained in the
statemen.,t made I1w the Premier to-night-na
eitii] annd deliberate and considered and infor-
niatirt- a statement as ever came from the
Premier 'a lips. After that, we, cannot hold a
further inquiry. We cannot encourage this
comipany any longer. That we shall have to
help' the settlers I am positive. Tt is a cruel
position they are in. They are the only ones
whom I pity. They are passing throuah a ter-

rible ordeal. They were led on. Ilusions like
picture% were painted to themn. There they
were-happy and hopeful and trusting and
believing. Now they are entirelyv dependent
upon this company. This compan11y has al-
ready- shown its incapacity to carry on. If
this faoono is adneed to the company,
what might not hapnten in the future? We
must not encourage this sort of thing. Any-
body could start a company,' get a few peo-
pie into difficultie.s and then say to the Gov-
ernment, ''You imst eomne to our assistance,
in order to help those people' Let us put
aside this request -is one unfit for considera-
tion. If we are to appoint an independent
inquirv to investigate the position and ad-
-rise the Government, what is the good of a
Government, seeing that the Government
have already made inquiries and come to a
definite concluision? Surely the Government
arc capable of coming to a sound decision on
the facts. ret it is Proposed that an inde-
pendent man should be appointed to toll the
Government what to do, how the people's
money is to be spent.

The 'Minister for Mines: That is not quite
the point.

H~on. T. WALKER: Well, what point
would the hon. member have me touch upon?

The Minister for Mines: The very thing
you are urging, that those equally interested
should know the true position. That is the
point.

R~on. T. WALKER: If the Premier's
speech is published to-morrow, as it will be,

every man in the State will know it. What;
more is there to be said, beyond what the-
Premier has placed before the House? floes
the hon. member want an inquiry to indue
the Government to lend money in such cir-
eumstancea? What good can an inquiry do,
when we have the assurance of the Govern-
mnent that they have gone thoroughly into
the question?

Mr. Mann: There is the position of the
settlers.

Hon. T. WALKER: Yes. A moms gets.
money in the expectation that he will look
after his wife. Hle spends it all rashly upon
himself in entertainment, or in some other

'mand in consequence his wife eomes to-
want. Then he has the temerity to come
along and say, "'I want as much more given
to me, or lent to me."I And when people
say ''We cannot trust you any more," lhe,
replies, ''But look at my poor wife; what is
she to dos " He has brought it upon his
wife, and in the same way the company has
brought it upon the settlers. I say again
the settlers -will have to be looked after, but
we must first rid the settlers of the grip of
the debenture holders and of the company.
When those people are cleared off and the
settlers are our care, we shall know how to
relieve them. But just now we cannot do one
single thing to help them without putting
it first through the coffers of those who are
supreme in the company. That is the position.

The Minister for Works:- Like the Old
Man of the Sea. on Sinbad.

allon. T. WALKER: That is so. I trust
the House will not be led away by any senti-
mnt f or the settlers--we all wish to help
them--to assist this company whose rash
speculations have brought it to this humnili-
sting crisis, that it has the temerity to ask
the House to depart from all known prin-
ciples and advance it a loan with which to
carry its extravagance further.

Hon. W. C. ANO WIN (North-East. Fre-
mantle) [8.51]: -. 1 cannot agree with the
sentiments expressed by my colleague.
Through Kendenup, Western Australia, has
had better advertisements in the Eastern
States than ever before. We know the class
of advertisement the State will get if Wei
venture proves a faure.

Mr. Pickering: Which it is.
Hon. W. C. ANGWT: I am not going

to say that it is a failure. The company is
in financial difficulties.

The C'olonia~l Secretary: Leading it £,30,000
will not save it.

Hon. W. V. ANOWIN: From the state-
ment made by the Premier to-night, I form
the opinion that the Government have nut
prosecuted all necessary inquiries in regard
to the request put up to them,

Mr. 0OrLoghlen: They have -not had op-
portunity.

Hon. W. C. ANGWflf: No, they have not
had time to go into it thoroughly.
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TL,- Colonial Secretary: We had De
Crari 'i, statemnent.

lion. WV. C. ANOWIN: The Government
turned down the application on the figures
place,] bef ore them. The Premier gave us
most of them, to-night. However, that is not
the obk4,et of thle ...otion. I do not agree
with the whole of the motion. I am opposedl
to the appointment of a commissioner to ad-
vise the Government. If I were sitting be-
hind th2- Coverunment and thought the Gov-
ernment were not fit to carry on the affairs
of the country, I would cross to this side of
the House.

The MYinister for Mines: That is proved
by Your being there.

lion. W. C. ANOWIN: The Government
have given a decision, purely on the figures
placed lbefore then,. If further inquiry were
made lay, the Government, is it not possible
that the debenture holders would see that,
if lKcndenup fails, their money would he
lost?

The -Minister for Works: Not entirely.
Hami. W. C. ANOWIN: No, hut mostly;

all except the value of the land. If the Gov-
ernment would go a little beyond the qies-
tin ol roounds shillings and plnee sub-
mitted to then, tiley) might possibly make ar-
rangemients with the debenture holders un-
der whi-l, even the money those people have
investedl iii the land mi~lht bep set aside as
security tor the proposed assistance.

The Minister for Works: is it not for
the debenture holders to make tile offer?

lin. WV. C. ANGWIN: If there. he any-
thing likely to besmirch the honour of thie
State, it is the duty of the Government to
look into every hole and corner with a view
to preventing it. The member for Perth
(Mr. 'Mann) put up is sole argument for as-
sistace the fact that there are 162 settlers
at IKtadenup. In such circumstances it is
necessary- that the Governmnent shoulal go
further and ascertain whether or not the
price paid by the settlers for the land is sohigh that it will bie imnpossible for them to
make _imd. If this were found to be to, the
Government might possibly lay it down as a1
eonditkau to the granting of assistance that
the price of the land to thle settlers should
be reduced. In my opinion £400,OQO is a
ridiculous value to place on the land. Only
yesterdiay an estate agent told me he had
a fairly well developed block adjoining Ken-
denamp, and that hie would sell it for £2 per
acre. There may be at Kendenrup picked
areas worth a fairly high price, but taking
the land on its average value, it is not worth
anything like the prices charged. Since the
motion was moved I have tried to arrive at
the estimated value of land along the Great
Southern railway line. I thought I could not
do better than take the opinion of a manl
who has had practical experience in the mat-
ter, and who, for many years, held the posi-
dion of Government land officer on .the Great
Southern line, as to the value of these leads.
I found on looking up "Hasara" that the
member for Willimans-Narrogin (Mr. John-

ston) was very indignant because the Gov-
erment had Dot reduced all the land there
to 15s. an acre.

Mr. Jlohnston: It has always been the
policy of the country to give cheap land.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We can form a
very" fair opinion of the average value of
lanai in that district from the view of the
lion, member. When the Government placed
a price of 25s. on the laud down there he
said it was an exorbitant price.

Mr. Johnqton: That is for what had been
left after 00 years of settlement.

Hon. WV. C. ANOWIN: The hon. member
was dealing with land that had already heen
alienateal from the Crtown, and he wanted it
all reduced to Vis.

The -Vinister for Mines: That was with-
out any gularantee of an assured market at
good prices.

Mr. Johnston: It was plenty for the set-
tler to pay for it.

laon. W. C. ANGWIN: The hon. member
condemned the present Premier for inflating
the value of thle land. The -Minister for Mines
also 'vas at logger~heads with him over the
matter.

Mre. Johnston: That was before he joined
uip with use.

The Minister for Mines: You are drawing
upon your jnnaination.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: The member for
Perth desires that a Comnmissioner should be
appointed to inquire into this matter. We
have in the Government expert officers who
could do this work. W~e also have in the
Ministry men who for the time being hanve
the confidence of the majority of the elector-
ates of thle State. T1he lion, member gave
reasons for some outside person being ap-
pointed to advise the Government.

Mr. Johnston: Hle could be a Government
officer.

Hon, AN'. C. ANOWIN: The hon. member
did not say so. He said "'I am certain if
n independent inquiry is made it will give
satisfaction"

Mr. Johnston: He should be a Govern-
nment officer.

Hon. W. C. ANO\WIN\: Aftcr the years
of experience I have had I am opposed to
these independent inquiries. The matter is
iaetween the State and the company. The
Government must protect the finances of the
State. While our Constitution remains as it
is wse have no right to hand an inquiry of
this description to any independent person.
If the Government desire it they can do so.

Mr. Angelo: What do you mean by an
independent person?

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: Some person out-
side Parliament, who has no control over the
finances, and who will have no interest in
how the money is to be raised or how the pay-
ments are to be met.

Mr. Sampson: That is not in the motion.
Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN:; The hon. member

does not give his reasons in the motion
itself.
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Mr, Johnston: The Under Treasurer
might be appointed.

lion. WV. C. ANOWIN: Anyone could be
appointed, but that is not th intention of
the bon. member.

r.Mann: I did Dot intend otherwise.
lion. W. C. ANGW IN: I had intended to

move an amendment to strike out the words
dealing with thle appointment of independ-
eat persons, and providing that the Govern-
mnent. should obtain. a report, bat I will not
do so. Every inquiry should 'be made into
tile position.

Mir, Pickering- By the Government?
lion W. C. ANGIVIN: Yes. If the Gov-

ernment can see their way clear, consistent
with safeguarding the finances of thr State,
they v'an give assistance under the Industries
Assistance Act.

Thle Mfinister for Mines: Do you think
they have the power?

Hon. W. 0. Angwin: I think so. 'We did
not hesitate to make an advance of £40,000 or
£50,000 to a timber company, or to take the
responsibility of so doing. Ii the Government
feel justifiedi, with duo regard to the interests
of the State, in assisting the settlement with
a view to making it a success it is the duty of
the Governmient to do so. We cannot afford.
as. a State, to let an opportanity slip by of
proving tint our lands are suitable for c loser
settlement. I amn not upholding the mnethods
employed in this ease.

Mr. Pickering: We have been proving that
departmen tally.

lion. W. C. ANOWIN: 'Not to the samec
extent. We as a Government, so to speak,
have 'been very timid over small holdings. It
is only since the Kendenup estate was started
in this way that we have entertained the idea
of giving people in the South-West anything
less thsn 100 acres of land. In many eases
we felt that 160 acresi was not sufficient.
If we can demonstrate that upon 12 acres a
plan can keep his Wife and family we have
room, not for hundreds of thousands, but for
millions of people.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member h ad
better keep to the motion.

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN: I was only point-
ing out the advantage it would be to the State
if we could prove this. It is my intention to
support the motion, believing that the Gov-
ernment will give every consideration to the
matter. I have confidence enough in the Gov-
erment to say that if they turn the matter
down after further investigation, and after
looking carefully into it, we as a House should
support them in their action.

Mr. UNDERWOOD) (Pilbara) f9.1.0i- If 1
speak to the motion ran I move an. amendlmeut
at the conclusion of amy remarks ?

'.%r. SPEAKER: If the hon. member speaks
to the motion may move an amendment at
the conclusion of his remarks, but he may not
discuss his amendment-

Mr. UNDELWOOD: I support the motion
for the inquiry. The Government took the

correct action ia turning down the appliv-ntion
they hove turned down. In supporting the
motion I may~ not be logical in. expressing thi%
opinion. 1 have very little faith in the! De
Garis company, but ann greatly conecrned over
the 162 settlers, representing a populatiun ut
500 people, who are down at Kentleaup). With-
out any authority the Fairbridge Farm
School people brought boys to Western Aus-
tralia, and when their funds ran out they
said to the Government, ''You have got to
keep theam.'" De Carla has done something
similar. When we get to the bottoam of things
we shall find it will be necessary for us to
look after these 500 people. First of all we
have to faid out whether the land is enapable
of keeping them, and whether the promises
that have been mnade by the vendor as to
taking their produce are being fulfilled. We
thien have to find out whether the soil is fa-
vourable to that class of culture, and whether,
when wells are sunk at Rendenup, the water
is brackish or fresh. We must find out all
these things before actually dealing with the
settlers themselves.

The 3tini,'ter for MAines: I wish we had a
wvater supply for Perth such ais they have at
Kendenu p.

Mr, UN-DERWOOD: T wilt leave De Canis
ojut of the question. He is a circumstdance
not worthy of consideration. Our concern is
[lhe situlation of these settlers, The Govern-
ment should make the most minute inquiry
concerning the eonwpan 'v. I do not accept the
motion as a direction to the Government to
advance £30,000. T should be sorry to see
the Governiment, without having a great deal
more knowledge than they now possess, lend
£3, let alone £30,000. We should have an
inquiry. There has been a great deal said
about the difficulties which have been brought
about because Graint Hervey wrote some rude
remarks.

Mr. Pickering: For which he was tarred
and feathered.

Mr. U7NDERWOOD: Nothing that Grant
liervey could write would do much harmi.

' Mr. Johnston: It is easy to pull down.
Mr-. UTNDERWVOOD:- I have heard state-

mients made that the Eastern States-Victoria
andl South Australia particularly, are always
pirepared to damn Western Australia.

Mr. Lambert: The lending papers do it day
and night.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The leading papers
dIo not mean a struck match. Never was
there more silly falsehood spoken.

'%r. Lambert. What about the 'Melbouirne
''Age 't!

Mr. UNDERWOOD: When we get a bit
of oil shale from Kimberley, where do we go
for money? When wet get a bit of rubbish
from down Bremer Bay way, where do we go
for money? Have they ever turned us down?
As a matter of absolute aind positive fact the
Eastern States have never turned down the
Western State. They have sent us money' and
men, including myself. If I had a good
mica proposition-

M.Pickering: Which you have.
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Mr. U-NDERWOOD: I would go straight
over to Melbourne and I would get money to
develop it.

M.Nr. SPEAKER: I do not think mica is
referred to in the motion.

Mr. U"NDERWOOD: I ant answering state-
ments which have been made that the cause
of this debacle has been the Eastern States.

Mr, Mann: The Eastern Press.
M1r, UNDERWOOD: And that the Eastern

States are opposod to the development of
Western Australia. I ala entitled to reply to
that.

The Minister for Agriculture: Eastern
prejudic against Western enterprise.

3I.UNDERWOOD: These statements
are so obviously silly that one should not
take a moment's notice of them.

Mr. MNunsie: But they conic here and get
our monley.

Mr. UNJ)ERWOOD: If you go to Mecl-
hourne or to Adelaide with ak Western Aus-
tralian proposition and they turn it down,
that proposition must be crook. It is no use
putting it dIowa to prejudice against West-
ern Australia. And when Mr. Do Canis
comies along and tells the talc that he has
failed because of the prejudice against West-
era Australia, well even aa ordinary indivi-
dual who has not been to a University knows
better. I hope the Government will approve of
the motion and that they wvill appoint a conm-
missioner to inquire about those settlers who
are at Kendeup. They are thme people who
are coming to us sooner or later, and the
sooner we know how they are situated thebet-
ter we shall be able to dent with them. If
Keadenup is not good enough for theta to live
on, take them off it. Po not allow Kendenup
to be a lingering, dying settlement.

The Minister for 'Mines: Kentlenup is all
right.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The Government
should wkake all the necesary inquiries, not
with the view of assisting De Curia, but with
the view of looking after the 500 settlers
who are down there.

Mr. LAM1BER-T (Coolgardie) [9.20]: I
do not know that there need be a great deal
of heat or a great display of rhetoric in dis-
cussing a matter of this description. The
general consensuns is one of sympathy with
the proposition which has not developed to
the extent we hoped it would develop. We
must be thankful to the Premier for his
usual frankness and his transparent honesty
in tiyivg to at least give hon. members a
clear appreciation of the position and the in-
iluenees wbieb led up to the refusal of the
Government to grant this money. I think
that on the facts presented to him he had
no other alternative, but I would not go into
the rhetoric used by the -member for Kan-
owna, in speaking against the appointment
of an independent commissioner to thor-
oughly inquire into the proposition. I regret
that the member for K~anowna, in what one
would charneterise as a fairly damning
speech, should have gone right off the track,

so far as the main essentials are concerned.
Ilk the first instance we are not primarily in-
terested in the affairs of M.%r. De Caxis; we
are not primarily interested in the affairs of
the Kendenup company; we are not primarily
interested in the affairs of the dehenture
holders of that concern, hut it has
been rightly said that we should ben-
concerned about those people who have set-
tledi at Kendenup) and who rightly or wrongly
had confidence in the sehemne, and who have
confidence in it to-day. The position to my
umind, so far as the House is concerned, is one
of deciding whether we should go beyond the
ordinry inquiry to be made by the Govern-
ment in na-riving at a decision as to whether
this is a safe proposition on which to ad-
Vallce a sum Of nmoney onl any supposition
whatever-whether it he one of development
or of safeguarding~ the interests of those who
have settled there or not concerns us very
little. To my mind there has been a caue
made out for fur-ther inquiry, and that in-
quiry should also embrace the fact whether
the proplosition as has been presented to the
Treasurer is one onl which he canl advance
moieyv. If it is rot one on which he can
adivance mnoney onl the present basis, taking
into account thle shareholders in the Ken-
denup Company, and the debenture holders in
the comnpany, hie shouldl then indicate ini what
direction if any anl alteration should be
made in the constitution of the company,
probably in the annual charge on the deben-
ture holders, and say whethier we could go to
the rescue of the proposition or not. It is
rather regrettable that we should have lied
so muc lkOpposition shown by the memrber for
Kanlowna because somebody comes here with
suifficient enterprise and slifficient organising
ability to settle a big area of land. Mr. Do
Carla may have been wrong in his conception
of the value of the land. Perhaps the value
is such that should not have been paid by
the settler. 1 do not know. I do know, how-
ever, that Mr. De Garla commanded a big
financial following and it is pleasing to
know that the Premier declared that he had
been open and frank in his relations with the
Government. M1r. De Ganis laid all his cards
on the table. The memiber for Kanowna,
practically told us that this concern was a
fraud, that it had been over-advertised and
over-boomed. What is all our scheme of im-
migration to-day? What has it been in the
past?

Mr. J. H1. Smith: We do not charge £12
10s. an acre for land.

Mr. LAMBERT: It does not matter
whether yon charge fl. or LE12 an acre.

Mr. Troy: lIt does matter; it is a vital
matter.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is merely a matter of
relative values. I am not saying that the
land at Kendenup is worth £12 an acre, any
more than I am saying that the land in the
hon. member's district is worth having for
the picking up. Some of it is not.

Mr. J. H. Smith: I have always advo-
cated giving people laud.
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MJr. LAMBERT 1: Unfortunately, Ken-
deaup is not quite close enough to Bridge-
town to suit the hon. member. But I am not
concerned whether it is Bridgetowvn, Ken.
denup or anywhere else. I am concerned
about the development of this country. I
spent two days at Kendenup, and I bad the
pleasure of the company of the miember for
Reebourne, and during those two days I
-never had a difference with him.

The Minister for Mines: That is a record.
Mr. Munsie: What a remarkable experi-

ence!
Mr. LAMB BUET: One of the leading

citizens in the M.\t& Barker district convinced
ine that there was no doubt about the pro-
ductiveness of the soil at lNendenup, and
this I take it has a direct bearing on the
inotion.

Mr. Troy: There are millions of acres in
'Western Australia like it.

Mr. LAMBERT: I believe the land at
Kcndennp equals, if it does not exc sonic
of the land which is so productive around
11t. Barker. Let me again refer to the re-
marks of the member for Kaniowna. I re-
gret to think that there arc men in this
House who do not know how bard it is to
battle on a farm on their own. Whlen a big
scheme of this kind is launched-

Mr. Troyv: You did not fly to Kendenup.
Mr. LAMBEU3T:- I did not, Some people

of course moust lie spectacular. Tf we were
nil stodgy and commnonplnce, if We -were to
sit back and drift on, whant sort of a enm-
munity would we he! We wvould never have
any policy andi we certainly would never
have an immigration policy. Is that to he our
attitude? On the other hand, the methods
of to-day are different. Different methods
are adopted by Governments all over the
world. That should be clear to any lion.
member. M.%r. De Carla has, within his lights,
acted as honestly as mar be in encouraging
this scheme, and although he may be wrong
in his calculations as to what he considered
necessary to finance this very ambitions
scheme, -no one can doubt his usefulness as a
citizen of 'Western Australia. I intend to
refer to the remarks of the member for Kan-
owna (H1on. T. Walker). Re said in effect
""Let the Kendenup Conmpany go bankrupt!1
Let the debenture holders go to the dcvil!
'When they are down and out, we, as a State,
can step in as their guardian."

Member: Hofw miany shares have you got?
Mr. LAMBDERT: I have not any shares

at all. This is not the attitude of the House
generally. The attitude adopted by the mem-
ber for Kaniowna was not a manly one.

The Minister for Agriculture: It was not
a womanly attitude.

'Mr. LA-MBERT: That is not so.
The Minister for Agriculture; The memi-

ber for West Perth is not here.
Mr. LAMBERT: She has a very worthy

prototype in the person who is speaking now.
Mr. Marshall: That is up against your-

self, and you deserve it.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is not a manly atti-
tude for the House to say to any eonllpany,
no0 nmtter whether we agree with the foria-
tion of the company or not, that wheni it is
down and out, when wve see the debtenture
holders grovelling mnd struggling because the
pronioter benefits from the transaction, that
We Shall Wait till that individual is thrown.
ont of it and then comie to the assistance of
those who arc a direct charge upun the State,
That is not a fair and business-like course to
adlopt.

Mr. Tray: W7hat would business n11Ln do
in such eases'7

Mr. LAMBERT: The lion. member should
know. lie is a fairly successful business
Man.

Mr. Troy: No.
Mr. LAMB ERT : With all due regard to

the inquiries which have been made and this
decision of Cabinet, Parliament as a whole
can take a wider view of the question. I
think the Government were justified, on the
figures presented to themn, in not handing
over this money indiscriminately to the coan-
I any without consulting Parliament. The
l'reniier has breen sufficiently frank to conic
tn Parliament, and Mfr. De Garis has set out
his position plaily too. He has adoptcd the at-
titude that lit desires the matter thoroughly
dliscussed and ventilated on the floor atf the
hlouse, permitting the whole ramifications of
his conern to be thoroughly investigated.

Nr. De (nins must feel that the affairs of
the Company will stand the fiery test of
criticismn in this Chamber. I believe Mr. De
(:nris hns sufficient faith in Parliament to
thoroughly investigate the matter, and if Mr.
De (ains has sufficient faith ini Parliament,
surely Parliament should bare sufficient faith
in bins to agree to afford him an independ-
eat iquiryv. Thea we tmny be able, on a
bousiness basis, having regard to the relation-
sghip of the company to the interests of the
State, to advance money to tide over the
company through their troubles temporarily.
In view of the financial effect, I think the
House would he justified in adopting that
course. It is merely a business quiestion. If,
as suggested by the member for Kanowna, we
were to adopt the unmanly attitude of wait-
ing till'thc settlers were dispirited and broken-
hearted before we came to their assistauce,
it would not be worthy of the spirit which
hag been behind the development of our lands
generally. 'We should not turn down what
has been one of the biggest developmental
schemes the State has known. Parliament
must recognise the position and help the set-
tlers on the Readenup estate. I hope, for
the good name of this State, that we shall
be able to adopt that course. I hope we will
lie as courageous in our nttitude towards this
scheme as we have beent regarding the de-
velopment of the State generally, andl thus
assist in the progress of the company so that
the venture may prove successful. To re-
gard this proposition in the category of one
which has to go through a banker's hands,
is, I thinkt not in the interests of the State.
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Tine MILNISTER FOR MIN ES (Hon. J.
Seaddani-Albany) [9.37]: I desire to express
my views principally as meumber for the dis-
trict in which thle Keadenup estate is situ-
ated. I want to take this opportunity of set-
ting aside what may be the impression created
in the public minds. as to the position of Ken-
denup and the land there, Itl has been sug-
gested that the land in that part of the
State is valueless. I do not hold that view,
because Kendenup is an estate that has been
operated for many years and a fairly decent
fortune has been made out of it.

Mr. J. 11. Smith: Not at i12 10S. per acre:'
The 'MINISTER FOR 'MINES: I will deal

with that Aspect later.
Mr. Johnston: W e have to look to the

house on the hill in West Perth to know what
was made out of IKendenuo.

The MI11NISTER FOR MI1NES: 'Mr. De
Garis, with others, conildered thle question of
purchasing the Kendenup estate and secured
an option over it for £50,000, with some
stock- Ina order to properly develop the estate,
it was necessary not only to provide money
for tine purchase of the property, but for other
purposes-, including imiprovemnents, advertis-
ing1 anil so on, to make it possible for settlers
to go upon the estate. A company was formed
knoii a as the Xenldenup Dev-elopment Comn-
pane-. That company bad no capital of its
own. It went on the market, however, anti
sought money by issuing debentures which.
carried eight per cent. interest guaranteed and
thle company undertook,after tMw land hadl beeni
inspected by Pien who knew the value of our
lands compared with similar lands in the other
States, to pay what r~presented a bonus to
the debenture holders whenit all the blocks were
sold. Had the venture been the success Mr.
De Curia and, I believe, most h'on. incitbee.s
hoped, would be the cas-, tire debenture
holder,, in thre comipany, of which Mr. De
Canis is the principal shareholder, would
have dlivided a conisiderable sumi by way of
profitq. I think most of usi would have h13in
delighted if Mr. De (lari had made the pro-
fits ho anticipated, because it would not only'
have mneant much to the develoliment of West-
ern Austiralia, but would have been a fine
lend to other closer scttlernt schemes in
valious parts of the State. I regret exceed-
igly that this has not proved successful. Par-
ticularly do I rearet it as member for the dis-
trict. What I amn afraid of is that the pub-
licit Iv received by this matter and the state-
mieats made through the rress and by mem-
ber, (of IParliament, will create tine impression
that it will not be possible for success to be
achieved now. We live in an aige when if any
personI in niuble or private life mnakes a sue-
cess or otherwise of anything attempted. he
is likely to get a packet of powders. If liec
makes a failure of anything attempted. it is
likely that the packet of powder would con-
tain arsevnic and that he will be advised to
take it. There is not much recognition ac-
corded the man, even if he succeeds. Aftr
all. there are many men not far from Parlia-
mieat who have not tried to do much. If a

man fails, hie Inns at least attempted some-
thing; and even the mn who fails, may have
achieved something. It has been asserted that
Kendenup cannot possibly carry a burden of
£02 10s. per acre. That is not the question at
issue at anll. It is a question of what can be
obtained for the products from the land.

Mr. Angelo: It is the collateral advantage..
The 'MINISTER FOR MINES: As a mat-

ter of fact, I think the people who are now
producing so miuch at 'Mildura, could hardly
give their land -XLway a few years ago, where-
aIs now it commands a yorice running into hun-
dreds.

Mr. Davies: But the water supply is the
mtain question.

The MINI-STER FOR 'MINES: The water
suply is not the secret of suvcss at Ken-
denuLp.

Mr. Tray: It is the essence of success there.
The MIN!ISTER FOR INES: It may be.

one of the essences of success, but it is not
the only point.

Members: Yes it is.
The MILNISTER l'OR 'MINES: One of

the underlying reasons for the success
achieved at Kendenup) was the organising of
.the selling departmient, enabling the settlers
to dispose of their poroiucts quickly.

Mr. .1. Thaomson: Dispose of the products
to wyhomn! To De Caris?

The MINISTER FOR _MINER: It does
not matter a twopenny dInnin to whom, but
it is the question of being able to dispose of
thle products that counts with the settlers.
This increases the value of tihe land. Does
any bon. member know of any) other proposi-
tion where the value has increased 300 per
cent, in so short a. period ?It would he all
right if war time prices were continuing, but
to achieve such a result in more normal times
is evidence of success. It is a question of
ma11intainling that positioni.

'Mr. 'Marshall: The land would be no good
vritlnott a water supply.

The 'MINISTER FOR 'MINES: There seems
to he a general lump ression that there is no
water iii or near Kendeanup. As a matter of
fact, hon. members should know that when.
we experienced a drought we drew oar water
supplies fromt the lakes aidjoiniing the Ken-
deanup estate. There is a chain of lakes west
of Kendenup containing enoungh water to
supply Western Australia all the year round.
There is any anmount of water to be had at
Kendenup and the suppdy is a much better
one than is procurable in other parts of the
State.

Mr. 'MaeCallum Smith: We want some ina
North Perth.

The 'MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, and
other thingsi as well. The chief reason for the
selling value of land at Kendenup is the
value of the products that San he grown on
the estate and the ready market available for
them. The whole question is whether the
guarantee-I am assuming that it will con-
tinue-will be maintained so that the packing
company will take over the settlers' products
at the prices stated.
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1r 3 I. Smith: Where is the money
corning fromn, the Government?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, I am
sycaking of the guarantee to the settlers.

31fr. Cnrliov: That guarantee is still being
observed ?

The MINISTER FOR MNES: Y es. I
hold no brief for Mr, Dec Ois or for tither
ol the cinnpanios in whlich he is iiitcrested.
I ;m interest(d in the welfare of this por-
tion of the State and in the settlers who have
taken up landl there in goodl faith and hare
earriedl out oumot devveloment. _Mr. De Claris
certainiv ly eserte sonic little credit with re-
gard to is attemipt to bring about closer
settlement in this portion of Western Aus-
tralia.

C'apt. ('rten: You are the first one who
has. given. him credit.

The MINISTER FOR -MINES: I think
he his received a fair amount of eulogy from
others.

Mr. J. Thomson: Too much!

The MNISTER FOR 'MINES: The hon.
ncnhben for (Clareinont never has a good
word to say about any one. lie should
know that frequently it is much easier to say
a kind wordl thain a harsh one. I -do not
-want any misunderstanding regarding my
position as a Minister or as mnember for Al-
banky. On the facts submitted to us, I am
endorsing the action of the Government in
refusing to make n advance of R30,000- My
reason, is3 this: The land was purchased ti-
der option by Mfr. De Claris for £50,000. He
floated a c~omliany which muade his respontsi-
bility the company's responsibility. The
company issue'] debentures guaranteeing in-
terest at 8 per cent. by which a certain
amiount of money was raised from the public.
He used that mosey to pay the purchase
price of the land and the balance for adver-
tising and for certain developmental wrork.
Everyone will admit that be had to recoup
himself for the purchase price of the estate,
the cost of advertising and the development
work carried out for the benefit of the people
who took up the land. The question whether
he added too much for these items or not is
one I amn not called uplon to deal with. Then
he forumed another compnny known as the
lKendenup Packing Company, and I ani ad-
vised by 'Mr. Tie Claris himself that he has an
arrangement with a very substantial Ans-
tralisua firm to purchase alt the products pro-
duced at the Kendenup estate, during the
next 10 years at least, at the prices pob-
lished and available to the settlers as well as
to members of the general public. To snn the
fly in the ointment is the fact that the guar-
autee. for the payment of these prices is nlot
given to the purchaser of the land and mnade
part of the contract. it is a. guarantee by
the Keadenup Packing Coimplany to the Ken-
denup Developmt'nt Company. I told 'Mr. Do
Clari-4 that if lie could poroduce a definite, con-
tract between the Kendenup Packing ('urn-
pilny and the substantial and reputable fijrm
pureb-aing- the produce, then Keudenup

couldl he saved and the scheme could be gone
on with.

MrI. Angelo: Has he promised to do that!
The MTINISTe"R FOR M-INES: T In not

kniAw, If this whole veuture is to rest mnerely
on an undertaking given by one coni:panyl
whidch is DLv Oarig, to another eonipatir which
is De (;nris, and is not part of the contract
of the sale of thle landi, either of which coin-
panics couldl goi into ]iquidation to-moirrow
without loss to anyone, because no funds
n-crc put into the companies, then we are
not enititled to lend him Is.

Mfr. 'Manin: Might not an inquiry clear
that up?

The MINISTER FOR MfINES: I ami
coming to that. I want my attitude to be
clearly undlerstood because it is possible that
a great number of settlers mnay conclude that
I am not concerued about their welfare. I
am so much concerned that I will not lend
myself as a, Minister or a member to the ad-
vancing of public. funds to carry on some-
thing which does not give them what they
should havc. So far as I can discover, the
contract for the pufchaso of the land pro-
vides the usual safeguards front the stand-
point of the vendor, with a clause ini red
type, and not black, that hie signs the con-
tract oIL the distinct understanding that he
has not taken into acount any advertisements
or statements made by agents, or anything
except the terms contained in the contract.
There is no part of the contract providing
that he shall dispose of his products with a.
guarantee of -the prices fixed in the state-
mient circulated. There are the weaknesses.

Mr. Troy: Not weaknesses, but decep-
tions.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
suggest that tlhey are deceptions.

Mr. Troy: Thiat was the advertisement.
The MIITRFOR "MINES: De Caris

to succeed, must keep faith with himself;
and the only thing he has to do to show that
his proposition is sound is to produce- his
contract, and I am satisfied the settlers and
the public will then be satisfied that Ken-
deaup can come through all right. I greatly
sympathise with Mr. Do Claris. The man who
attempts to do0 big things gets a lot of mud
thrown at him, and a fair amount of it is
surc to stick. When he started without the
pntilio thoroughly understanding the pro-
position, quite ai number of people, not
gropers but croakers said, ''Kendenupl has
been there for years; we could not (10 it: how
can De Claris dlo it?" Mfildura was there for
years and at 'Mildura De Claris (lid do it.
Sonic people said Die Claris would advertise
or host and made other remarks to that ef-
feet. I venture to say we could afford to
pay someone to advertise Western Australia.

(-apt. Carter: The adlvertisement we have
had is w.orth something to uis already.

'Mr. Corboy: And there is £10,000 of rail-
way revenue in Kenderpup.

Mr. Troy: It is a scheme.
The MI-NISTER FOR -MINES: In view

of the position as I have explainedl it, I siug-
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gest it is for the Government to take the
responsibility of their action and say they
will or will not do this, as suggested by the
member for Kanowna (lHbn. T. Walker)
and by the member for 'North-East Fro-
mantle (Hion. W. C. Angwia). It is not the
duty of the Government to be prying into
the affairs of either companies, firms or in-
dividuals.

Hon. T. Walker: They have asked you to
do it.

The 'MINISTER FOR 'MINES: And we
have refused, and hav-e taken the responsi-
bility of our action.

Hon. T. Walker: And there is the end
of it.

The 'MINISTER FOR 'MINES: This
House, after all, is entitled to have the last
word in any action taken by the Govern-
ment. if the House desires that other things
should be made known, not to change the
attitude of the Government or to satisfy any
member of the House but to show that every
individual is getting the protection from the
Government which lie is entitled to
claini, it can be done by thorough
inquiry. The hon. member knows well
there are scores of people in the metro-
politan area living on land bought f or
reidential purposes for £40 to £100 per
block ,which could not be sold for £1I5. We
allow those people to fall in.

lHon. T. Walker: Is there to be any in-
quiry into their ease?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
suggest one.

lieo,. TP. Walker: Then why in this case?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: In this

case 160 settlers with families numbering
iii all Over 500 persons have established them-
selves at IKenclentup and, with the prices
guaranteed, they can develop Kendeaup.

Hon. T. Walker: Do you believe in the
guarantee?

The MINISTER FOR IM1INES: If the
guarantee is not sound, and if eventually
failure is inevitable, we should know it ond,
tiler should know, it.

('a;t. (Carter: That is the point.
lion. T. Walker: We know it now.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not.
lon. T. Walker: The Premier does.
Tic MINISTER FOR MINES: At the

present time the Government could not coin-
init themselves to nay in what direction they
would help these settlers.

lon. W. C. Angwin: TIhey could have an

The MINISTER FOB MINES: Yes, that
is the point. The motion submitted by the
inenilber for Perth mnerelyv asks for an in-
quiry.

.%r. Troy: Why the necessity for thei
motion ? The Goverineat could inqutire with-
out that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Tf the
Government are going to take up the atti-
tide that on every application received they
should pry into every phase of tile operations
of the company, firm, or individual concerned,

we shall be doing nothing else but holding
inquiries.

Mr. Lutey: Do not you inquire into a
mining company when an application is
made?

Thme MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, up
to a point; but when we are advised by our
technical officers that tile security is not
satisfactory and that it would not be a sound
investment for the State, we go no further.
Would tile lion. inenrber suggest that we
should pursue an inquiry to ascertain the
standing of the individual applying and the
state of his assets and liabilities as an indi-
vidlual? Certainly not. But when it is a
question affecting over 500 citizens for whom
we should show some concern, we should
maqke thlat inquiry. Under the motion the
Government will be able to make that in-
quiry.

Mr. Troy: They could do it without the
illotioll.

Thle MINISTER FOR MINES: Neither
the Houlse, thme Government, tlhe country, nor
the settlers at Kendlenup can lose anything
by tile holding of an inquiry. If an inquiry
shiowed that any assistance which could be
rendered by the Government would not en-
able Kendelnip to pull through, we would not
be in any worse, position than we are now.

11011. T. Walker: I would vote for an in-
cluiryv if the Government would nmnke it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Under
tile iiotion tile Government would make the
inquiry.

M.%r. Troy: Why not make it without a
montion? It is your business .

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If an in-
quiry disclosed that financial assistance
would enable Kendenup to succeed, we should
los e nothing by tnat.

Mr. J1. Thonmson: The Premier said to-
night that it could not. Are you against the
Premnier?

Time MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not
here to he cross-examined regarding my re-
lations withl the Premier. I said I took my
shaire of the responsibility for declining to
mnake the advance on the ground that the
particulars submitted to us did not warrant
it. At the same time I an, concerned about
the 500 people at Kendenup.

Mr, J. Thomson: Are not they all rigbitt
The MINISTER FORl MINES: I pity

thenm if they were left to the tender mercy of
the member for Claremont.

Hion. T. Walker: The hon. nieiiber for
Claremont has as much sympathy for the
settlers as other members.

Mr. ,T. Thomson: Moe so than, the Mecin-
her for Albany.

The MINISTER FOR MIXES: Munch
More so that is why he wants to let thlings
go hang. I take the view that we are not
asking the Government to commit themselves.
to any course of action except merely to hold
an inquiry. The motion does not ask the
Government to take any course of action,.
which means that somebody 'hall suggest wvho,
is to make the inquiry. We shall mnake thme
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inquiry. I support the motion of the mem-
ber for Perth. Probably if I had framned the
motion, I would have worded it somewhat
differently. The hon. member seems to have
been keen on letting no point be missed. How-
ever, so far as the tioverament and the
House are concerned, we nre anxious to dlo
what is best ia the interests of the State and
of people who are creaiting develo.meat here';
but we are niot concerned with the financial
position of any company or any individual in
the State. The member for Knowna (Hon.
T. Walkvr) saidi that this course wouldl not
be adopted in behalf of a miming coulpany.
But we are continually doing the same thing
in connection with miining. We did it last
Year for the companies at Westonia.

Mr. Lutey: But you made full inquiries
Into their position.

The MIYE'STER FOR -MINES: Of course
we did.

Hon. TV. Walker: But you did not appoint
a Royal Cominission to iniquire into the posi-
tion of the Westonin minies.

The MINISTER FOR ML1NES: Of course
we did niot. The ease- was entirely differeat.
At Westonia it was a question of assisting
the mining companies so that the People at
Westonria might continue to be employed there
in the production of wealth. If the com-
panies had closed down, that would have been
thc end of Westonia. But if the Kendeaup
Company closed down to-uncrow. the Ken-
deaup land wvould still remain, and the set-
tlers wvould remain and continue to produce.
Whether inquiry as suggested is, made or not,
wre shall still have to consider the question of
helping those who are establishing homes at
Keodenup.

Hoa. TV. Walker:. Let us help the victims,
but let us get rid of the incubus and the
blood-suckers first.

The fTINTSTER FOR MINES: I am not
going to controvert or to confirmn those terms.
However, I am not prepared to say, with the
member for Kanowna, that anything in tie
nature of fraud was practised-

Boa. T. Walkcer: I say the propetus was
fraudulent.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
think so. So far as I itnow, the company have
complied with everything promised in the
prospectuis.

Hon, TV. Walk--r: r7p to the point of ask-
ing this State to lend them the necessary
money.

The 'MINISTER FOR MfTNES: The com-
pany undertook -an obligation to the de-
benture holders, to the people who supplied
the money. The company expected to con-
tinue selling land, and from the proceeds of
the sales to pay the debenture holders their
interest and also to pay off the debentures.
-Owing to difficulties of the moment, the com-
panty are not in a position to do that, though
I should really say that fur the moment the
company Are inl a position to do it. When
they enanot do it some other means must be
found to develop Kendea-up. The Keadenup
settlers, I. consider, are entitled to the inquiry

asked for. If I were sitting on the cross
benches, I should be disposed to demand an
inquiry on hehl of the settlers-not an
advance, but an inqutiry for the purp-ose- of
letting the settlers know where they stand.

lon. T. Walker: Let us 12 Id to tho motion
words to that effect.

The 3IIl'NJSTER FOR MIfNES:. li all
means. After the inquiry has taken place,
1 ani prepared to continue to bemr mcy respon-
sibilitv as aI Minister in respect of any' nt-tion
the Govenmuent May decide upon as 'he re-
sult of such inquir '-. Ta the same way. after
a. Royal (Ainimission has made recoincunda-
tions, the, ru'-ponsibility lies upon 'Ministers
to adoipt suceh reeomniondations or otherwise.
Here the position is the same. I therefore
hope the Rouse will not decline to obtain. ad-
ditional information, whatever opinions hon.
miembers may hold regard lug the Ki-nienup
proposition uip to date. So far as I am able
to see, no harn. whatever can result to atny-
hod 'y from gaining ai complete knowledlge of
all that has led tip to the present ptisition
and what should be done to remedly that
position.

Mr. DA VIES (Ouildford) [1058]: The
Premier has already signified his intention of
opposing the motion of the member for
Per th. However, with a view to obtaining a
further inquiry into the affairs of the Ken-
denup estate, t shall, at. the conclusion of my
remarks, movc an amendment to the motion.
Recently the Keridernup company afforded
iiernbers of Parliament an opportunzity to
visit the estate. f was one of those fortu-
nate enough to make the trip, and I repeat
here whtat I said ait Kendentup on that day:
I was amiazed at the progress made at Ken-
dlennp), especially bearing in mindT the pro-
gress shown at ether settlements established
in the Southi-West over 30 and 40) years ago.
On that day the Premier made certain ob-
servations regarding what he had seen on
the estate. To refresh thme memories of lion.
niembers I -will quote from a report, as fol-
l ows --

The Premier, in speaking, said, "'It was
very gratifying to see what had been done,
ad to find mn and women so sattisfied

with the outlook and the opportunity
offered. . . - I aim delighted to hare in-
%peted' this factory, the first in thme South-
er-n Heumisphere. It is here that 'Mr. De
Cat-is even gets ahead of anything the
Government is able to do''

Let me at this ,juneture' pay a tribute to the
member fum- Roebourne (Mr. Tecsflnle) who,
I understand, introduced 'Mr. 'Morton, the
Euglish gentleman, to 'Mr. De Canis, and
thus brought about the establishment of the
dlelidrating factory at Kendenup. T-et me
add tlint in my opinion it is owing entirely
to the organisation that the Kenrienup set-
tlers are able to make a living on small hold-
ings. The Premier continued-

"I should like to see the factory working
thr-ce shifts a day for six dlays a week. It
sentrs to mec that you deserve the thanks
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of the country for the work done in the
short time at Keadenup."

To-night we are not asking for the thanks
of the country, but for an inquiry. Some
hon. members decline to permit further in-
quiry. In g rnting it, they would be giving
nothing away.

lHon. T. Walker: Do we need further in-
quiry when the company have comnmitted a
practical act of bankruptcy?

Air, DAVIES: The point of the whole
thingz is that to-day there are 160 settlers at
Keudenap, with another three or four hun-
dred persons dependent upon them. What is
going to happen to Western Australia if the
Kendenlup scheme collapses?

Han. TV. Walker: Western Australia will
be here afterwards, and the settlers will still
be here.

Mr, DAVIES: That is so; but we want
nothing that will operate at this juncture as
a set-bark to Western Australia.

Nomu T. Walker: What would give use a
set-back would he to act so stupidly as is
proposed].

M.%r. T1. Thomion: Have you no trust in
yeur Prenmier, Sir .iames 'Mitchell?

M.Nr. DAVIES: I have ev 2rv trust in him;
-and it is for that reason I am going to move
an amendment to the motion, an amendment
which I believe will be acceptable to the
Premier.

Mr. Troy: The Premier has already- de-
cided on the amendment. It is not your
.Amleudment.

Mr. DAVIES: I hope the Premier will
agree to the amendment. The success of
even people without previous experience of
agriculture at Kenaenup is due, I believe,
not more to their own energy than to the
good advice placed at their disposal by the
Kendenup cnompany. Those people hare
shown conclusively that it is possible to niake
a good living on a small area of Western
Australian laud with proper organisation for
the marketing of produce.

Mr. Angelo: What did the Leader of the
Opposition say on the occasion of that visit?

Mr. DAVIES: I know the Leader of the
O0pposition spoke there on that day, but I
think we can rely on what the Premier said.
In other portions of the South-West we
found people whose fathers end mothers were
there before them-

The 'Minister for Works: And also their
grand-parents.

Mfr. DAVIES: Yes, in some cases; and .1
3nake bold to say that there is greater dle-
velopnent at Kendenuip on Borne holdings of
only six to 12 months' standing than one
coul]d see in other portions of thre Souith-
'West settled for 30 or 40 years. The whole
point is the organisation at Keadeaup. Any-
one who has visited the far South-WVest
knows that without the creation of organisa-
tion for the marketing of products, it will
never he possible to do much there. At Ken.
denup the company have shown that with
,organisation for the marketing of produce

something very effective in the way of land.
settlement can be done in this State. What
are they tip against? The dirnieulty facing
thenm is that of mnaintaining the guarantee
uffered to the settlers. They offered to p'ty
2%1._d. per lh. for peas, £10 per ton for pota-
toes, and £E12 per ton for tomatoes. If the
systemr down there prove a success, it will be
thre same to the perishable products a-s c-oot
storage is to mneat and butter. I can remem-
ber when it was not possible to carry over
apples from one season to another. Under
this process at Kendenup, it is possible to
carry them for an indefinite period. There-
fore, it is possible to defy economic laws and
carry stuff until a1 fair Price is obtainable,
However, the words of the Premier will
commend themselves to hon. members, and I
move an amendment to the motion-

that in line- 10 the wordsi 'heizng anl ac-
countaint nil person suitable to the Gov-
ernment,'' ani all words after "'pr--
moter'' in line 14, bc struck out.

Mr. TROY (M1t. Magnet) [10-181; 1 prefer
the amendment to the Motion. It is easy to be
wise after the event. To-night I have heard
members complain that others who were willing
to bask in the reflected glory of De Claris when
that gentleman was prosperous, now condemn
him. I deprecate that gibe. When a. person
is doing good work nobody is likely to deride
him, hut when a man asks assistance from the
country it is the duty of members to speak
their mind regarding himi. From the beginning
have I viewed this Kendenup proposition with
susicion. I have advised those of my friends
who thought of going into it Lu wait a few years.
I am not surprised that De Caris has como a
cropper, nor shaUl I be surprised if in the end
Kendenup proves to be successful ; because if
the lad is capable of the high production
claimed, the venture must prove a success.
From the beginning the proposition was too
spectacular to commend itself to me. One
objection I have to the business is that* the
company has not bean fair to the settlers. The
advertisements distributed broadcast throughout
the country contained the most glowing promises,
hb in the agreements on which the land was
taken up, a clause was inserted declaring that
the advertisements were not to be held as part
of the agreement. Yet it was the advertise-
nments that secured the settlers. Another matter
which I regard as deceptive was the forming
of two separate companies. The Do Cati
Land Company acquired the land and sold it,
and 90 per cent, of the settlers believed it was
that company from wrhich they had the guarantee
of a market for 10 years. They had no idea that
there were two separate companies, the De Claris
Land Company and the Kendenup, Paecing Com-
panty, and that one can evade the responsii~lities
of the other, The maljority of the people of
the State were of opinion that the company from
which the settlers purchased the land was the
company which guaranteed the price of their
products. If De Claris, by his advertisement
allowed the settlers to believe that, he was
practising deception and is not entitled to con-
sideration at our hands. I do not know whether
he wvas actually practising deception, but I have

21939



[ASSEMBLY.]

my suspicions, beeause of the advertisements
holding out the inducement that the land corn-
p&anv wrould purchase for a number of years the
products of the settlers. My sympathies are
Dot with D)e Oaris. I have heard the member
for Coolgardie (Mr. Lamberti applaud imagia
tion and vision and broad mindneas and so on.
They are familiar terms, but after ali give me
the safe, cautious man. I have no use for the
men of boom and hust. We require something
more than imagination and vision in a man.
If am not impressed by a person of remarkable
imagination, hut I am impressed by a man who
lays his plans and secures his foundations and
works on sound business lines. This proposition
was built up on spectacular lines.

Mr. Johnston: A good advertisement, but
a bad asset,

Mr. TROY: The advertisement was of no
value, after all. I have heard it said that the
advertisement brought a lot of settlers to Western
Australia. But any person who has the nerve
and refuses to count the cost could take up land
in this State to-day and, by booming, sell it.
Then afterwards he could come to the State
and request assistance. We could all do that.
I could boom a mining venture in the same way ;
I could bring down glittering specimens to the
aity, and I could even fly down with them. That
Sort of thing is aUl right in America, but Western
Australia cannot stand too much of it, What
krind of advertisement shall we get when the
news goes to the Eastern States that the Ken.
denup company has had to come to the Govern-
ment for help ?

The M1inister for Works:- It is known in the
Eastern States now,

1Nr. TRO: During the last ten years, as
the result of a sound policy on the part of the
Government, we have had a great deal of land
settlement in Western Australia, and in con-
sequence we have thousands of prosperous settlers.
It is fortunate for the State that the Govern-
ment were not working on a policy of boom
and bust. Some hon. member, remarking that
De Claris had promised the settlers £10 per ton
for their potatoes, said the guarantee could not
he maintaine'd because economic conditions.
were against it. What sort of business man
can Dec.aris be to guarantee a price of £10
per ton for ten yearsY There may be imagina-
tin i that, the-re may be vision in such an offer,
but it is the sort of vision to he found in the
Hospital for the Insane. Not an hon. member
heir is prepared to guarantee his constituents
for 10 years a certain price for a commodity
they may have to sell. In view of the world's
condition no man inl his ienses would guarantee
anything. I had no obijection to De Claris
entering upon his gamble. It was just like
a mining venture, and the laws of the State
permitted it. But when the gamble does not
succeed, lie Claris ought to take the conse-
uquence.

Hon. T. Walker:- Ought to be a sport and
get out.

mr. 'rly :. Many hon. inerbers have talked
ab~ourt- ueecurity the Governiment would have
in thi. piperty. All the company want, we
are 04.1l. is% £30,000 to ensJhle it to poll through,

Huin. T. Walker: It is all the cu mlanv wants
now.

31r. TROY: If it is such a sound proposition
why do not the banks go to the assistance of
the company? I see their hankers are the
Bank of Victoria, Mfelbourne, the Commercial
Bank, Sydney, the National Bank of Australasia,
Adelaide, and the Western Australian Bank,
Perth. The sum of £7,500 from each of these
banks is not too much to ask. During the
drought in Western Australia I met asquatter
who said he wa down to 5,000 sheep and wanted
£00,000. He went to the National Bank, and
returned to his station with the money in his
pocket. He was thus able to pull through.
Bank assistance of that sort has been given in
many instances. Here is a company with these
magnificent assets and possibilities and all these
settlers who, we are told, are paying their way,
and yet four banks will nut stand 07,500 each.
The member for North Perth is a, director of a
hank, but I guarantee, although he will probably
support the motion, he wvould not advise the
bank to advance a penny of the money required.
It is to the Government that these people must
look. The papers declare that the Govern-
ment must carry on in & businesslike manner
and must make ends meet, but in the nest breath
say that the Government must come to the
financial assistance of this company. The
Government are expected to do everything. I
am sorry fo ,h settlers at Kendenup. I ad.
vised many people not to go there, as I foresaw
dimfculties from the beginning. The Govern-
ment should make an inquiry, but they do not
need as motion of this kind to do so. Pressure.
is being brought to hear upon the Government
to give that which they would not take the
responsibility of giving.

The Minister for Works: Nothing in that
way has been done. I give you an assurance
on that point. It may come afterwards but
has not come yet.

Mr. TROY: Members have pledged them-
selves to support this business, and the Govern-
ment would now like to help because of the
pressure brought to hear upon them, so long" as
Parliament wvill take the responsilihty. No
member of the Ministry would then be responsible
for what happened. MAinisters ought to he
responsible tor whatever action is taken.

The M.%inister for Works: We will take the
responsibility.

Msr. TROY: If the proposition is a sound one
and the Government think that asisistance ought
to be given, let them give it. A motion oif this
kind is not required. I have no love for the
motion or for the amendment, but a4 1 know the
Premier will accept the amendment it will be
carried. I will vote for the amendment, but I
do not want to see the Government go outside
the service for a mant to make the inquir. The
G~overnlment must not think that I absolve
them from any responsibility if they give this
money. They must take the respionsibility.
They must not he~ governed by sentiment, hut
must look at the matter frtom the husiness point
of view, There are men in the service who have
been doling out assis.tanet' to settlers for many
rears past, and who arc quite competent to
advise the Government. I refer to o.uiccrn of
the Agricuiltura lBank.

Mr. Pickering:- They probkably have' advised
the Government.
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Mr. TROY. The Government would do well
if they accepted their advice. I would object
to the Glovernment appointing somes outside
accountant for this purpose, some person who
has no responsibility to the State or interest
in its finances, who probably would not put a
penny of his own into the funds required. by
the company. I do not suppose thene is a single
member in this House who would give a, shilling
'towards the proposition, but they are quite
prepared for the Government to give the money.

The Minister for Works: Not even the Ugly
lien ?

'Mr. TROY:- I believe they would assist,
'because they are a, purely philanthropic institu-
tion and would probably be ready to help these
people.

Hon. T. Walker:- They would do it for the
settlers but not for the debenture holders.

Mr. TROY: Mly objection to the company is
that in the first place by advertising it misled
the settlers. The settlers were led to believe
that they would get through with the one com-
pany, which would purchase the produce of
the settlers at a certain price. Two companies,
however, were formed, one of which takes no
responsibility for the actions of the other. The
people associated with this matter hare there-
fore been guilty of deception and are not entitled
to any sympathy. I support the amendment
on the understanding I have outlined in my
remarks.

The IISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. WI. J.
George--Murray-Wellington) [M1-37]: 1 would
have voted against the motion, I should have
felt the Government could riot retain their sell
respect if they had countenanced such a motion.
The amendment simply means that the House
is of opinion that it is desirable to have a Com-
missioner to inquire into and report upon the
affairs of the company and Do Claris. We shall
thus have an investigation made into the various
Ra pers which were first of all placed before the
Government for their consideration, and have

now been placed before the House for its con-
uideration. The figures placed before us by
De Claris were carefully gone into. The Govern-
ment were unanimously of the opinion on these
figures that they could not go to his assistance
in the way he desired. I have no wish to gild
-refined gold in connection with these figures,
but would like to show why the statements put
forward by De Claris should be further investi-
Sated, not only so far as the settlers are con-
cerned, hut so far as De Claris himself is concerned.
'It is evident from the accounts that he is suffering
from a certain amount of self-deception. Hie
has sold as farm blocks 349 lots, representing
12,000 acre. The average price be has obtained
-or is to obtain works out at £12 5a. per acre.
He paid, I think, 21s. per acre for the estate.
By his own balace-sheet he cannot have spent
more than £1 per acre on the land, and not all
of the money upon the portion sold, because he
had his debenture holders in 'Melbourne to
think of. Itf we allow a total of £2 an acre he
is then going to obtain a profit of £1 an acre.
He has sold 276 town lots, comprising 69 acres,
and for land which at the outset did not cost
more than £2 per acre he is to receive £405 per
acre. He has sold 11 factory sites, comprising

22 acres, and the price he has received is £133
per acre for land which cost £2, The average
works out at about £ 15 per acre. In this mixture
of figures, of balance-sheets, bold hopes and
aspirations, he shows that ultimately he will
have so many hundred thousands of pounds.
The Kendernrp estate comprises 46,000 acres.
Is it likely that be will lie able to establish another
township and obtain at the rate of £C405 per acre
for the town lots 7 Is it likely that he will.
require more than the 11 factory sites he has
already sold ? If I am right in may assumption,
he will not realise the amount of money he
thinks, He hopes in 1922 to obtain from those
to whom he has sold the land £ 16,600 in cash.
Of this amount the land agents will get £4,600,
the trustees for the debenture holders £6,000,
and the balance goes to the company. The
company comprises 150,000 shares, of which
142,000 belong to De Claris and 8,000 to his
staff. The sum of £11,000 is due on the de-
bentures, which sum he hopes to get. If he
received a Government loan of £30,000 he would
have to pay £4,500 for interest to debenture
holders. £10,60 on account of loans against
unissued debentures, and £8,700 to sundry
creditors, leaving about £6,000 to go on with.
It has cost the company to finance during the
year between £50,000 and £00,000. Howv can
the company continue to finance along those
lines ?This inquiry should be carried out by
a man who properly understands the business.
It will be not only a blessing to the settlers,
for we do not want to break their hearts, but,
will also be a blessing for De Claris, because he
will know when he is on bedrock. Further, it
will be a revelation to this State. It is the duty
of the State to probe into the matter so that
there may ha no misunderstanding as to how
things are going on. What is showVn as security
for the £30,000 is £19,000 on first mortgage
debentures carrying 8 per cent, interest with a
£50 profit on each £100, and £13,000 first mort-
gage debentures carrying 8 per cent. interest,
which have been surrendered for the purchase
and improvement of land, making up £32,000.
De Claris further states that he will give a personal
guarantee of his estate. I do not wish to rub
it in, but the inquiry -wiU of course go thoroughly
into these matters, and will show that all that
the Bank of Victoria did was to advance £29,000
and to guarantee £0,000, and probably this
£05,000 indebtedness to that bank is some reason
why the four banks referred to acted as they
did. I have said all that I wish to say. It has
come as a. great shock to all of us that the venture
should have reached this position. I have
known many Victorians come here, and on seeing
our land declare that if it were in Warnainbool,
or if it were in this place or in some ether place
in Victoria, it would be selling at £15, £E20, and
up to £100 an acre. Ou~r prices were always
declared by these visitors to be too lowe. There-
fore I rejoice that there is an opportunity of
showing where there has been a miscalculation,
and that excessive enthusiasm may have caused
a venture which was promising to end in this
way. It is a matter of regret to me as a resident
of Western Australia for the past thirty years,
and I1 feel that the Government would be wanting
in their duty if they were not prepared to make
an investigation such as has been suggested.
Western Australia cannot allow any slur to be
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cast on its honouar, its capabilities or its re
sources, and we must remember that those men
who have settled at Kendenup are to all intents
and purposes Western Australians, and that it is
upon us that they bae to place a considerable
amount of their trust. Therefore I feel that the
amendment which has been submitted is one
which can commend itself to every member.
When the result of this discussion is made known
to the different quarters where the facts of
this unfortunate trouble have permeated, it will
be seen that the Government and members of
this House are prepared to face the music to
find out exactly what there is at the bottom of
the trouble.

1Mr, PICKERING (Sussex) [10-52]t 1 re-
member when this matter of Kendenup was first
brought under the notice of this House, a sub-
divisional plan was shown to some hon. mem-
bers in one of the Committee roms in this
building. I was much struck by the elaborate
sub-division of the estate, and I said to 'Sr.
Coote, who was representing Mr. Die Cads;,
I was surprised that it was possible to develop
any area in Western Australia on the lines
indicated on the plan. When we see that this
plan is included in the advertising media which
has been scattered broadcast, and that the
average price of the land is £10 an acre, it
causes one to pause. We are asked now to
permit an inquiry to take place, Into what ?
Not into the estate surely, because that estate
has been reported on on previous occasions.
The estate was offered by tbe Hassell's to the
Repatriation Department for the sum of 12s.
6d. per acre. Surely therefore, we should not
be ealled upon to inquire into that. It has been
alleged by the member representing the district
that the estate wag worked hby the late 3.
F. T. H~assell, but he did not say that it had
been worked solely for the carnying of sheep,
that the main source of revenue was not mutton,
hut wool that came from the backs of the sheep.
That was the view the 'Repatriation inspectors
took when the proposition was submitted to the
Repatriation Dlepartment. We have hecard a
great deal shout MAr. l)e On-is. Does anyone
think tb-ctt hie came here and acquired this
propeity f rom philanthropic nintives ? I do
not think tin. He came to acqluire a property
which hie could boom and opt of wrhich he could
make a considerable sum of money.

31r. Lotham: I think must of us would do
that.

M Ir. PICKERING:- Most of us would, no
doubt.

Mr. OLoghlen:- You brought your Busselton
butter factory to Perth.

M-Ir. PI(KERINC, That is a State business.
It liam lie-n alleged by the member for Cascoyne
that till that 'Mr. IDc Cars is concerned albout is)
the settlers. If that he the ease, let them get
out of it, nnd the State can take care of themn
straight atvay. If Mr. De Oi-i. and his dc-len-
ture± blters think we arm going to Ensnoe them
for their lienelit, they air making a great mtis-
take. We have bee(n told that a rgvst advance-
ment hrai beon wade in the de.elopmvnt of the
estate s4uch as has not been witneshed in any
other part of Western Ausimalin. I venture to
auggi-At, bho-ever, that this advance is probably

on that cleared land about the neighbourhood
of the homestead.

Mr. O'Loghlen: A great deal of it is on what
wras virgin hush.

Mr. PICKERING: I hare had the oppor-
tunity of seeing something of that estate and
I know that the problem of clearing is not at
all comparable to the problem of clearing in the
South-West. It is not fair, of course, to com-
pare the clearing there with the clearing in the
South-Went.

Mr. Johnston interjected.
'Mr. PICKERING:- I can understand the

member for Williams-Narrogin saying that, hut
weg have not gene to the Government and asked
that the price of our land should be reduced.
I have never been asked by any of my con-
stituents to get the land values reduced.

Mr. O'Loghlen: I am afraid we will have to
do that in connection with some of the soldier-
settlements.

Mr. PICKERING: I am concerned about
the titles to be issued to the settlers at Kendenup.
I understand that the debenture holders have
lodged a caveat which will prevent any issue of-
titles to the settlers on this estate. I do not
like their chance of ever getting their titles. We
have had instances of this nature in the State
and I fear that a similar experience may befall
these settlers. We have heard a statement made
here to-night that the placing of the papers on
the Table of the House in connection with this
estate was done at the instigation of Mr. Doe
CadsA. I was the member who asked for the
papersA, and I may say that I do not know Mr&.
Die Canis and have never spoken to him. I am
sure he will confirm my statement that I have
never had any communication with him.

Mr. O'Loghlen:- There is quite a lot you do
not know,

Mr. PICK-ERIENG: A reflection has been
made, upon the advertising that the State goes
in for with regard to our immigration policy,
and a comparison has been made with the method
adopted by Mr. Die Caria. I hope, however,
that the State will never descend to the practices
adopted by 31r. lie Carts. One of the greatest
mistakes that can he made is to boost a country.
If we have a genuine thing to put up, let us
put it up by all meains, but put it up in a manner
that will not injure the settlers or the State.
I hope that if an inquiry is conducted, it will. ha
carried out on the lines suggested by the amend-
went. I do not at all like the original motion
which, in my opinion, is one that might mislead.
If there is to be an inquiry, I hope it will he
impartial, and that we shall have the facts
afterwards laid before the House. I very much
doubt, however; that that opportunity will be
afforded to members, but I do hope that no
attempt will be made to advance money in the
interestsi of the debenture hlders. What I
do wish to see dnm.- when the time is opportune
is that proper assistance is given to those settlers4
who have been placed in an invidious position.
I do not think it possible for them to pay 412 LOS.
an acre for their land, end personally 1 (10 not
believe the land is worth that. I remember
quite wvell that M.Nr. De Carts, when he lirst,
started this venture, boomed it on the quest ion
of beet sugar. Every settler was to put in 10
acres of beet. Mr. De Carts stated that he had
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had the soil analysed by all the experts he could
get hold of, and that recor-ds had been taken
and investigations made in regard to the rain-
f all, and that everything bad demonstrated that
the conditions regarding the production of beet
sugar were the best that could exist. That
statement was made in the Town Hall.

Mr. Mann: And he has not gone bacek on it
either.

Mr. PICKERING: He has dropped that.
There are no agreements to this effect. There are
no sugar mills. There was nothing about
dehydration in those days.

MAr. M.Nann: Do you not think that he has
done wonders in the time ?

Mr. PICKERING: I do not know what ho
has done; I have not been there. But if,
in such a short space of time, he has landed
hinmself in the position he is in to-day, he cannot
have done too well. He has had a considerable
amount of money which he has niot spent to the
advantage of the movement.

Mr, Mann;- Go down and see the place.
Mr. PICKERING: I cannot do that between

now and the time when this debate will close, and
it is not my intention to do so. I will take an
early opportunity of seeing the place with a view
to investigating the position of the 162 unfor-
tunate settlers.

31r. Johnston: Why unfortunate?
Mr. PICKERING: Because they are in an

unfortunate position.
Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. PICKERING:- Too much stress has been

placed, however, upon the unfortunate settlers
and their families. The one plea advanced as
an argument in support of the motion has been

dlir unfortunate sctlcrn'. It s hould he reong.
nised at once that if the £30,000 were advanced
immediately, the settlers would not get the
benefit of that money. On the contrary, I
think the advance of £30,000 would be the thin
edge of the wedge, and I believe that following
upon such an advance would be unlimited de-
mands upon the finances of the State. I hope
the Premier will seriously consider the question
of making an advance, before he agrees to any
such proposition. He should hesitate before he
makes use of the finances of Western Australia
to bolster up a venture which was started origin-
ally in the interests of the promoter, and not in
the interests of the State. When Kendenup wvas
started, the object was to enable the promoter
to secure good returns and sto advance the in-
terests of the promoter himself. When we have
regard to the fact that in order to attract people
to the venture, the promoters made provision
to pay £50 for every £100 invested, when the
sale of the land was completed, the business
methods of the company should hardly appeal
to bon. members. If development is to take
place, I think it should be along the settled
lines of policy adopted by the State for years
past and that it should be conducted by the
State on sound recognised lines.

Mr. LATHAM1 (York) [11-21: 1 regret that
the scheme introduced by Mr. De Carts has not
been a success. I believe there is still a pos-
sibility of making a success of the venture if
Mr. De Caris be given the opportunity to show
what he can do. I am particularly concerned

about 43 returned soldiers who hold land at
Kendenup. I have heard it said that assistance
must be rendered to these peopie. We know
that is so, but do not let us wait until they are
in a, state of semi-starvation. We should not
permit the spirit of these people to be broken,
otherwise they will be of little use to the State.
I hope that the Premier, when he goes into
this matter-he may have to do so whether the
motion before the House is carried or defeated-
will see his way clear to lend support to these
people. I hope M1r. De Cadis will yet succeed
with his plans and show what can be done in
Western Australia by an energetic man.

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans) [11-33: I support
the amendment. As to some of the statements.
which have been made during the debate, I
realise that there is much to be inquired into
concerning the Kendenup venture. Mluch has
been said regarding the amounts charged for
the land at Kendenup. From the figure sup-
plied by different members, the price apparently
would average £12 5a. per acre. 'My experience
of the lands of Western Australia is that there
is very little, under existing conditions, worth
£12 5s. per acre. I am surprised, however, to
hear hon. members criticising the Kendenup
company for charging £12 5is. per acre for their
land, when the Government are charging up to
£E17 for land for closer settlement.

The Premier: Where is that ?
Mr, MUNSIE: For blocks in the repurchased

estates in the South-West. The Premier has
placed returned soldiers on blocks, the price of
which has ranged up to £11.

The Premier: But where do you refer to it?
Mr. MUJNSIE: We inspected the area on the

recent trip to the South-West. 'This particular
land is at Ralingup, and was cleared land. The
Kendenup estate is not more heavily timbered
land than that at Balingup.

The Premier: We did not charge the settlers
a penny more than we paid for the place.

Mr. MIJUSIE: If tbat is so, then the Govern-
meat made a bad deal in repurchasing that
estate. If it is possible for the returned soldier
settlers to make a success on land for 'which they
pay £17 per acre, what is to stop the settlers
at Kendenup making a success on their blocks
at £12 per acre ?

The Premier: What is 2oz. stonte as against
loz, stone ?

Mr. M.%UNSIE : The Premier, I take it, men-
tions gold hearing ore to show that the £17 land
is better than the Kendenup area. That, how-
ever, has yet to be demonstrated. The member
for PiLbara (Mr. L'ndernood) said that it was
ridiculous for any man to say that the Eastern
States could do any damage to Western Aus-
tralia, and he proceeded to point out that practic-
ally all the money that came to Western Australia
was capital from. the East. J came from the,
Eastern States, but I realise that there is not
one State in the Commonwealth that has not
hene!1 tcd from Western Australia. Victoria in.
particular benefited from our progress. Vic-
toria was practically bankrupt when Western
Australia came to her assistance. When the
eastern golddelds of Western Australia were
discovered, the money drawn from Western
Australia practically kept and saved Victoria.
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Mr. Latham: We must send that statement

to the Melbourne " Age."
Mr. MUNSIE: It has been sent to them on

many occasions. I combat the views expressed
by the member for Filbert. There is no com-
pany, in the Eastern States that I know of,
which has established branch offices in Western
Australia except where it has handsomely paid
them to do so. There are many companies in
the Eastern States drawing considerable revenue
from Western Australia and yet they have not
established branch manufactories in this State.
Western Australia does not owe much to the
Eastern States and anything which the Eastern
States have invested here, has been roil paid
for.

Mir. MANN (Perth) in reply [11,9]: Per-
haps the etrongest argument advanced against
assistance being rendered to the IKendenup
company is the price paid for the land and
the amount charged for it. The Governmen t
recently purchased estates for less than 11 an
acre.

The Premier:- We paid about 8s. an acre.
Mr. MANN: And charged £12 10s. an acre

for it.
The Premier: Some of the land was worth

more than that.
Mr. Harrison: Only 10 per cent. of that land

is fit for intense culture.
Mr. MANN: I am showing that that land

has improved very rapidly. If land can be
purchased at 8s. an acre and then sold for £12 10s.
an acre, it shows what can be done. The estate
to which I refer has been improved by the
provision of roads and drainage just as Kendenup
itself has been improved. I mention this aspect
because it is ant answer to those who complain
of the Kendenup people charging £12 for land
which cost £1 an acre. Having placed the
matter before hon. members, I am prepared to
accept the amendment relying on the Govern-
ment to take a fair view of the position pending
the inquiries that will be made.

Amendment put and passed ; question, as
amended, agreed to.

BILL-APPROPRIATION,
Returned from the Council without amend-

ment,

Homse adjourned axt 11-14 pass.

%]eoielative Council.
Tltvrrkrdy, 12111 January. 19!5?
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 3.0
pin., and read prayers.

LEA'VE OF ABSENCE.

Oin motion by Hon. A. Lovekin leave of
absence for three consecutive sittings granted
to Hon. 3'. Nicholson on the ground of urgent
private business.

Oa motions by Hon. J. Cornell leave of ab-
sesnee for three consecutive sittings granted
to Hon. T1. E. Dodd onl the ground of ill
health, and to Hon. J. W. Kirwan for three
consecutive sittings on the ground of urgent
private business.

1IILLA.&NI) AND INCOME TAX AS-
SESSM EXT AMNENDMEUNT.

J11 Committee.

Resumed f coin the previous day;, Eon. .
Ewing in the Chair; the M'ilnister for Educa-
tion in charge of the Bill.

New Clause:,
lon. A. LOVTEKIN: I move--

That a new clause to stand as Clause 7
he inserted, in lieu of present Clause T as
fol[lows: -Sec tion 30 of the principal Act
is omnitted and the following inserted in lieu
thereof:-30. Prom the taxable amiount so
ascertained as aforesaid, every taxpayer
shall be entitled to deductions in respect of
the anunal amount of-U1) Losses, outgo-
ings, interest on nsortgages and loans, and
expenses actually incurred in 'Western Aus-
tralia by the taxpayer in the prod-action or
protection (where 'such cannot be insured
against) of his income; that is, incomeu
which is not exempt from income tar under
sietion nineteen of this Acet. (2)
(a) 'Net trading nr business losses in-
curred in any one or more years,
during the five Years preveding the
year of assessmnent. (b,) Net losses
:sti,;ing frant the loss of stock in trade,


