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ment. I am prepared €o let this thing go
through, and to strike ont the c¢lause on the
understanding that the metheds I have in-
Qicuted shall be carried ont. As for the ex-
emptions for children, | say that is not a
question of poliev at all.

The CHATRMAXN: The guestion is as to
striking out of (lanwe 329,

fion. A. SANDERSON: Well [ will post-
pore any farther remarks aatil we veach the
alternative proposal.

Clause pnt and negatived.

Clauses 30, 31— agreed to.

Clause 32—Application  of
made by this Aet:

Hon. A. LOVEKIXN:
heen made in this elaunse.
muent—

That in fine 3 *“18th"" he struek out and

**1st’’ inscrted in licu.

amendments

A clerieal error has
1 move an amend-

Amendment put and passeil;
amended, agreed to.

the clause, as

Clause 33—agreed to.
New Clauses:
1on. A. LOVEKIN:

That the following new clause he added
—'“Beetion 31 of the prineipal Aect is
amended by adding to Subscction (3) the
words: —*‘unless the (‘ommissioner is satis-
fied that the payments have been made bona
fide in the course of business and for sor-
vices rendered.’’

New clause put and passed.
Hon, A, LOVEKIN: 1 move--

That the following new elauvse be added —
‘tiection 19 of the principal Act is amended
by (a.) Adding to suhsection 10 the fol-
lowing words:—‘*Or any pension paid to
the widow, relatives or dependents of a de-
ceased soldier or sailor killed during the
war, or who has died from Injuries reccived,
or sickness contracted, during the war, or
any pensioner under the Invalid and
Ol Age Pensions Aect, 19087 (b}
adding  new subsection as  follows:—
1. The ineome of any society or
association  not  earvied on  for the
purpose of profit or gain to the indi-
vidnal members thereof established for the
jurpose of promoting the development of
the agrieultural, pastoral, hortienltural,
vitiecnltural, stoek raising, manafacturing,
or industrial resourees of Western Austra-
lia. 12, The income of any socicty or as-
snciation of a public character established
for the promotion of seientific rescarch. {e.)
By striking ovt the words ‘‘snbsections (1)
to (6) hereof,’' in the ‘first line of the
paragraph, and inserting in lien theveof the
words ‘this seetion.’ !

With the exception of Subelause 12 the
amendments follow the Federal Aet, and Sub-
elange 12 is on similar lines to the provision
in-that Aet,

I move—
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Nuw elanse put and passed,

lTon. A. LOVEKIXN: The next propesal of
the seleet committee vomes to the erux of the
Hill. We propose to delete Seetion 30 of the
prineipal Act anl insert a number of other
amendments.  In order to make the position
elear, we have set ont in our report the whole
cliwege as it wili stand with the amendments
proposed and the portions of the original sce-
tion which have heen nnaltered.

Hon. H. STEWART: [ ask the Leader of
the House to report progress, so that we may
he ale to study the amendments and be pre-
prired to discusy it to-morrow.

Won. K. H. Marris: T anpport that sugzes-
tion,

The Minister for Educeation: T do not want
any hon, member to discuss the proposal with.
vut understanding it,

U'rogress reported.

ITouse adjourned at 1250 gan,

(Thursday).

Tegislative HEssembly,
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Qllestions Metropolitan Water Supply
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Stamp, Council’s Message 221
Agricnitoral Lands Purchm Act Amendmlmt

oll stagea et ot
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Appropriation, Teturned 2044

Motion : Kendenup Estate, Goveroment assistance 2923

The SPEAKER took the Chair at .30 pom,,
and read prayers.

QUESTION—METROPOLITAN WATER
SUPPLY.

Mr. MaeCallum SMITH (without notiee)
nsked the Minister for Works: How long will
it he before the Minister ean supply the pro-
e of Neorth Terth and Mount Lawley with
cdoeent Arinking water?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied: 1
believe they are getting decent drinking
water now. It is the intention of the de-
partment that the supply shall continue.
Ovegaionally there is in the mains an ae-
cumvlation of a harmless sediment, durieg
which timie the water is not guite as eclear
s at other times.
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QUESTION—FIRE RISK, NARROGIN.

AMr. JOHNSTOXN asked the Premier: 1, In
view of the (disastrows fire at Narrogin last
Sunday, will the Government refer the ques-
tion of providing adequate protection against
gimilar oeeurrences in Narrogin in future to
the W.A. Fire Brigades Board, with a view
to the immediate establishment of a fire
brigade at Narrogin? 2, Could the possibility
of utilising water from the railway water
supply at Narrogin for fire protection be in-
vestigated, pending the completion of the
Nurrogin town water supply?

The PREMTER reptied: 1, This is a matter
for the Fire Brizades Board and the muni-
pality of Narrogin to settle. 2, Ves,

QUESTION—WORKERS' HOMES,
FRETHOLD.

Mr. JOHNSTOXN asked the Premier: 1,
Are the Govermment aware that the owners
of workers’ hom2s under a leasehold title are
anxious to secure the same option of con-
verting their leases into freehold which has
already been given to the holders of lease-
hold town lots? 2, Do the Government intend
to introduce legislation on this subjeet? 3,
Tf so, when?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Requests have
been reeeived indicating that lessees, in the
metropolitan  distriet particularly, desire to
ccnvert leasehold titles to freehold. 2, The
matter will be ronsidered during recess. 3,
Answered hy No, 2.

QUESTION—CASCADE ESTATE,
CLEARING.

Mr. J. 1L SMIUTH asked the Premier: 1,
Is it a faet that clearing land on Cascade
cstate, near Bridgetown, is costing soldier
scttlers over £23 per acre, the work being
earried out by Government iractor and tree-
pulling gang? 2, Ts he aware that old settlers
in the district state that the work can be
done by hand labour at from £6 to £8 per
aere, and are prepared to swear same before
commission of inquiry? 3, Will he appoint a
committee of practical men to inquire into
truth or otherwise of these statements, 4, If
eammittee find that such an unduly high cost
is being imposed on soldier settlers, does he
intend to make such a refund as will reduee
cost of clearing to a reasonable amount?

The PREMIER renlied: 1, Yes. 2, No. 3,
The matter is now the snbject of inquiry by
the Agricultural Bank. 4, Anvy further actinn
will depend on the result of such investiga-
tions.

QUESTION—STATE SMELTER, RE-
CETPTS TX SUSPEXNSE,
Mr. CORBOY asked the Premier: What
portion of the amount standing to the credit
of ‘‘State Smelter Receipts in Suspense’’
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represents refunds of advances, and what
amount is for cxcess working costs?

The PREMLER replied: As this ecase is
sub judice, I am advised that the question
onght not be auvswered.

BILL—LICENSING ACT AMEXNDMENT.
Al stages.

Tatroduced by the Premier and read a first
time.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon, 8ir James Mitchell
—Xortham) [4.38] in moving the second
reading said: As houn. members know, the
Licensing Rill brought down some weeks ago
has been referred to a scleet committee, It
seems right that until we get the report of
that seleet committee the issne of liconses
should be suspended. The Bill proposes that
it shall be unlawful for any licensing court
to grant, before the 31st December, 1922,
any new licenses cxeept licenses for eating
houses, boarding-houses, lodging-houses, bil-
linrd tables or occasional licenses. Under
the Bill no new hotel ov c¢lub license will be
granted in any distriet wntil the report of
the sclect committee has been considered. I
think the Housc ought to have an oppor-
tunity for dealing with this question of li-
censes and the question of whether or not we
ghould set up an unlimited number of clubs.
Tn any ease it means only a delay until we
get the report of the select committee on the
other Bill. I have hrought down the Bill out
of a sense of duty to the House and to the
community, and on the suggestion of a mem-
her of the House, who is also a member of
the licensing court, and who has called atten-
tion to the faet that under a decision of the
IMigh Court an application for a club license
eannot property he refused except on the
score of unsuitability of buildings. No in-
jury will be done by the passing of the Bill.
T move—

That the Bill he now
time.

read a seeond

Mr. UXNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [4.44]:
The Bill is quite unncressary. There jis no
c¢hance of any licensing court issuing a li-
cense exeept it be urgently required. A new
License might be just as wurgently required
dluring the coming year as in any other year,

Mr. Mann: But the court cannot refuse
an application for a club license.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: T do not know why
members are so solid against clubs. A club
is a co-operative society. 1 am prepared to
meet the publicans on the question of the
establishment of cluba. If the Premier will
pat it forward that this is simply an attempt
to block elubs, then we shall be prepared to
deal with it on the question of clubs verang
pubs. There will be no mistake as to where
E shall be; T shall be voting for the clubs.
There are laid down in the Act restrictions
whereby the lirensing bench cannot grant a



206

livense exeept it is approved by the resi-
dents and there is a petition signed, and many
other safeguards imposed, It may occur in
some parts of Western Australia, and we
have 975,000 square miles in the State, but
it will not oceur in Perth. The Premier
says that the hotel-keepers in Perth are quite
agreeable to this.

The Promier: T said nothing of the sort.

Mr. UNXDERWOOD: Arc they going to
frame our licensing Bills?  Are they the only
people on earth?

The Premier: T have not said anything of
the sorf. 1 object to that.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T gathered that frem
his remarks.

The (‘olonial Secretary:
licensing hench.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Of the licensing
bench in Perth. Probably the publicans had
a chat with a member of the licenging bench.
This Bill ia nnnecessary. OQOur licenging
benches have done their work well during the
last 10 years. If a mew license is necessary
in the back country, and the people want it,
T do not see why we should oppose it, or why
1922 should he different from 1921 or 1917,

Mr. MaeCallum Smith: Tt will take 12
months in which to buiid a publie house.

Mr. UNDERWQOD: The hon. member
lias scen pubs built in much less time than
that. Tn this State we may get a big popu-
Iation in & centre at any time. If the people
there sign n petition that they want an hotel,
why should we refuse their application?

Mr. Lutey: Cannot a license be trans-
forred?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It is possible to
transfer n license alrecady and this makes the
Bill ail the more unnecessary. It is utterly
vseless, and I de not know why we should
be hothered with it now,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN (Iorrest) [4.49]: T sup-
port the Bill, for the reason that for the next
12 months, T want to take the power out of
the hands of the licensing beuch, which has
heen operating during reeent months, One of
the objeets of the Bill is to prevent a de-
licensed house heing converted into a elub. 1
do not know that I should have any valid
ohjection to the establishment of a elnb in
some loealities where an hotel has been de-
licensed. The iicensing benches I refer to
have shown their glaring incomnpetence to
such an extent that the House eannot have
any confidence in them in the futvre. T be-
lieve, after the select committee hag fully
inquired into the licensing question and pre-
sented its report, it will be possible ta set up
a different system. T disagree with the mem-
ber for Pilbara (Mr. Underwood) when he
saxs that for the last decade the licensing
benches have done magnificent work, and
have only granted licenses where they are re-
quired.

AMr. Underwoond:
¢ magnificent.?

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: That may be so, In
redueing licenses they have set up a position
that no democracy should stand for, They

A member of the

T did net wse the word
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have gone against the weight of evidence. We
lad an extraordinary position in the Great
Southern of an hotel being closed up by the
licensing beneh, althongh it was miles away
from any ofher hotel.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They may have closed
up the wrong plave,

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: The owner of the hotel
was away aml knew nothing ahout it. He ix
a hard working man and Jdild not krow much
about ruaning an hotel.

The Premier: Where was that?

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: At Popanyinning.

Mr. Mann: Tt has bheen opened again
since then,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN:  The awner appealei
and the license was restored. His lawyer
pleaded that there had been no adverse police
report against any liote] in the distriet, and
that there should be no reduction there not-
withgtanding the vote for reduetion. Is there
a more glaring case than that recorded at
Claremont? A residential hotel, which cost
an enormous swm to build. was wiped out
by the licensing bLeneh and a wine saloon,
which gave no aceommodation to the publie,
wag allowed to carry on. The member for
Claremont (Mr. J. Thomson) gave evidence
an hehalf of the wine saloon,

Mr, J. Thomson: You know all about my
evidence.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The hon. member hap-
pened to be mayor of that municipality and
his town clerk is a memher of the licensing
bench. I do not know that nany town clerks
woul@ be likely to run counter to the evi-
denee of their mayors. At many other places,
too, hotels whieh enst an enormons sum to
burild, and which afforded accommodation to
the publie, bave been obliterated by a stroke
of the pen, but other hotels allowed to con-
tinue.

Mr, JJ, Thomson: Some of them do not
provide puhlic cenveniences.

Mr, O'TOGHLEN: They may have heen
badly conducted, but that is the fault of the
hench, T hope we shall be able to take this
power from them. Tf an hotel is hadly con-
ducted, the licensing beneh should see that
a different state of affairs exists. They
should insist upnn the licensing laws being
earried into effeet.

Mr, Johnston: Take the Arthur River.

Mr. O’LOGHLEX: T could qnote a dezen
instances,

Mr. T. Thomson: What is the use af bring-
ing in this niffling Bill now?

My, O'LOGHLEN: T hope the Bill will
go through, Tt will suit me, if it takea away
the power from incompetent magistrates on
the lJicensing bench for the next 12 months.
After that, some better system may be evolved
that will prempt these men to be guided by
the weight of evidenece.

Mr. J, Thomson: They mnst give way tn
the weight of evidenece.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: Tf the hon. member
will tell this House that a residential hetel,
which has eost €12,000, should he wiped out in
favour of a wine saloon, T shall he pleased
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to listen o him. The objecrt of the licensing
law should be to climinate dJdrinking dens
wherever possible. and encourage those houses
which give accommodation to the publie.

Mr., J. H. Swith: Cut ont Parliament
Touse.

Mr., O'LOGHLEN: Where members get
the cheapest meal in the world?

Mr. Underwood: You are gotting wide of
the Bill,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Tf T were as wide of
a subjeet a3 the hon, member, T should he
puiled up.

Mr. Underwood: You have not said any-
thing abount the Bill.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: A know-all and wise-
acre like the hon. member makes the Chamber
flash with his genius when he gets up. The
Bill provides that there shall be no new
licenges granted for 12 mooths. T support
the Bill in the hope that we shall get some
better system for the alloeation of leenses
during the ensuing months,

Mr. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [455]: 1
oppose the Bill. Tt has been introduced with
the object of gulling unsophisticated mem-
bers. There is a big punch behind it. Pos-
sibly some member of the W.OT, U, has in-
duced the Premicr to introduce this Bill. T
hope members will not be taken in by it
Some mining area or rich find may eause a
big centre to open uwp but this Bill prohibits
the licensing bench from granting a license
there. The Premier lias left out the clause
dealing with the 15-mile radivs. He hag
laid it down that mo new license shall be
granted. That is wrong. There is some un-
derground influence at work about which we
arc mot suppesed to know anything. If
5,000 scttlers eongregated at Kendenup, how
would they be able to get a license? Pro-
vision has been made for churehes there, and
churches and licensed houses must go to-
gether. Suppose we settle 100,000 people in
the South-Weat, and build railways conneect-
ing them up with the markets. How are they
to be accommedated if no new licenses are
to be granted, irrespective of the distance of
one licensed premises from another? The Bill
i3 an unfair oue and it was not wise of the
Premier to introduce it at this late hour, I
helieve it aims at the destruction of the pre-
sent Jicensing law. As the Leader of the Op-
porition would say, there is the unseen hand
behind it: or the clutehing hand. T warn
members to he eareful about what they de.
They should give due consideration to the
Bill before voting for it. There is something
hehind it that T cannot understand, but the
Premier in his wisdom does understand. Why
has he wiped ont the provision for the 13-
mile radivs? ’

Mr. MacCallun Smith:
loaded

Mr, J. H. SMITH: Yes, in both barrels.
T am astonished at the member for Forrest
t Mr, O’Loghlen), knowing the position in
the Sonth-West, supporting this Bill.

You think it is
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Mr, O’Loghlen:
tvy.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: The settlers there
will be deprived not only in the summer, but
in the cold winter of the means of petting
refreshment when they nced it. T intend to
vote against the Bill.

it is a well-watered coun-

Mr, J. THOMSBOX (Claremont) {5.0}: X
would not have risen to say anything about
this Bill but for the fact that my friend
opposite has cast a reflection on the Clare
mont Licensing Bench.

Mr. O’Loghlen: And those of other places.

Mr. J. THOMSON: Let me inform him
that the Town Clerk of Claremont was in that
district 20 years ago. He was also Mayor of
Claremont many years ago.

Mr. Lambert: That is no recommenda-
tion.

Mr. J. THOMSON: He is one of the re-
spected men in Claremont, perhaps one of the
best respected there, anl it is not right that
members of thiz House should east any re-
flection on a citizen like the present Town
Clerk of Claremont. We know too that he is
a teetotaller and a justice of the peage. With
regard to the wine saloons and the Brighton
and Nedlands hotels, T am proud to say that
T pgave evidence in Favour of the wine saloons.
The man who owns the wine saloon at Clare-
mont:

Mr. Teesdale: Ia a dago.

Mr, J. THOMSON: No.

Mr., Teesdale: Thank heaven.

Mr. J. THOMSOXN: He was a policeman.

Mr. Munsie: You have settled your case
now, Jock.

My, J. THOMSON: Ile was a policeman
in Sydney for 20 years and retired with a
splendid character, He has been in Clare-
mont for many vears and is ¢hairman of the
United Friendly Soecieties, which is some-
thing.

Mr. O'Loghlen:
have about.

Hon. P, Collier: He will influence a few
votes, as chairman of the Friendly Societies.

Mr. J. THOMSON: The Leader of the
Opposition knows that most of the members
of the Friedly Societies belong to the Labonr
Party. It may be that at the next election
T may be looking for their votes, and I may
be a follower of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. What I wish to say is that I am proud
of the evidence T gave in conmection with
the hotels. If the member for Forrest de-
gires to kuow something about the Brighton
Hotel and about the Nedlands Hotel, I can
show him apme interesting letters I have had
from people who have stayed there. Some
friends of mine put up at the Brighton Hotel
three years ago, and I am glad to say that
that was one of the hotels I was instrumental
in getting wiped cut. I am opposed te the
Bill. I do not know why the Premier shonld
bring in pifling legislation of this kind at
the end of the session unless, as the member
for Nelson said, there is something behind it.

He is a handy wman to
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Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [3.5]: I in-
tend to vote aguiust the Bill

The Premier: Well vote agnainst it; that
will be all right.

Mr. LAMBERT: I will speak against it
sov. I am quite prepared to support lcensing
reform, but I am not prepared to support
piecemeal legislation of this deseription. Let
us take as an instance, the Nedlunds hotel.
so far 2s I can gather there was nothing in
the evidenee against the conduet of that
hotel.  The trouble so far as that hotel was
soncerncidl was that it was =o geographically
situated that it vould take advantage of the
defeets in the licensing law. Not one word
was said against the conduct of the hotel.
Yow 1 helicve it is possible to convert that
hotel, which has cost tbe owner some thous-
unds of pounds, into a c¢lub, T do not know
why the people of Nedlands have not as
wiieh right to a ¢lub as those who squat down
in the Weld Club or any other elub,

Mr. Boyland: Do the people of Nedlands
want it?

Mr., LAMBERT: They have a right to
say by the fact that they subseribe to the
membership of 1he club, as to whether they
desire it.

Mr, Maon: What i8 the ase of local option
if you convert every closed hotel into a club?

Mr. LAMBERT: There is nsoally a great
difference between the conduct of elnbs and
the conduct of hotels.

Hon, W, (', Angwir. interjected.

Mr. LAMBERT: The member for North-
Fast Fremantle has 2 wide knowledge of
clubs; he frequeats them 3o extensively.

Hon. W. (I. Angwin: No, bat T know yon,

Mr. LAMBERT: The hon. member only
thinks he knows me, His kpowledge of these
matters is so wide that he can speak with
that sound wisdom and authority that should
command respeet. Irrespective of that know-
ledge and his unflinching views upon this
subject, the House at this late hoor is not
justified in tinkering with a big question of
this deseription. The Premier is presuming
too much npon the good nature of hon. mem-
bera when he asks within a few hours of the
tlose of the ression that we should pass a Bill
of this nature. Tt is wrong, and T hope hon,
memhers will have some regard to the Statute
in force to-dax, and beeause one or two clubs
may crop up, not rashly pass this Bill which,
through the slipshod manner of submitting
legislation for the improvement of the liguor
trade, the Government may wish to re-cnaet
at a foture time.

My, MaeCallum Smith: Tt i3 intended to
bring down a comprehensive measure next
year,

Mr, LAMBERT: T have heard all about
the comprehensive measures for vears past. 1
am against  piccemenl legislation and  the
tinkering nonsense of this deseription whieh
has been display~d so shockingly during the
ypast few months in the House. Jf the Pre-
mier vequires lieensing legislation, let us sit
until we ean desl with it in a proper manner.
T hope no Aet will he passed which will he
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directed against any single individual. If the
Nedlands people desire a eclub at Nedlands,
they have as much right to one as the Perth
peaple have to the Perth Club, the Celtic
('lub or any other. If the conduet of eluby
is wrong, the pesiticn ean be remedied when
we are considering the licensing laws of the
State. But why, as sensible men shonld we,
within & few hoonrs of the cloaing of the ses-
sion, pass legislatien of the nature which
may have a far reaching effeet. T hope hon.
members will exercise common sense and vote
against the second veading of the DilL

Hon, W. C. AXGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.10]: As T said yestorday I um
in the unfortunate position of not being en-
dowed with the common sensc possessed by
wy friend the member for Coolgardie (M.
Lambert)., We must not overlook the faet
that some 10 or 11 years ago we put certain
powers into the hands of the people, and
they were that they should say through the
ballot box whether thevy desired licenses or
not, or whetlier the number of licenses should
be inereared or decreased. In several districts
the people decided through the ballot box that
the numher of licenses should be redueed, and
T maintain that after the  erision given in
that wav, it is our duty as a Parliament,
tn see that that decision is respected. Tt is
our duty to sce that the law is upheld, and
we should not leave any loophole by which
we may give anv person the onportunity to
wipe out the decision created hy Parliament
and by the people through an Act of Parlia-
ment. That being so, the Pramier, instead of
being condemned for introducing legislation
of this kind should he commended. In all
probability some persons have spoken rather
hastily by giving expression to their wishes
through the columns of the Press. and have
shown that they intend fo evade the Aet by
seeuring clnb leeonses. As the Act sfands to-
day it is a matter of impossibility for a
Licensing Beneh to refuse a club license for
nremiges which are soitable, Therefore, there
is only nne course for Parliament to adopt
and that ir to prohibit for the time being,
and until Parliament declares otherwise, the
forther isvue of lieenses. Personallv, T have
a complaint tn make, and that is in regarnl
to the Tast elanse in the Bill. Tf that elavae
i struck out it will be a good Bill, The
inerense in povulation which wr may expeet,
will level np things to such an extent, that
there may not be anv need for n great re-
duction in the number ot licenses. No doubt
it may be necessary oceasionally to bhring in
lepislation in respect to outback distriets, but
those places will not be affseted durine the
next six mouths, The memher for Nelson
neeid not be afraid that there will he such a
big influx of settlers in the South-West as to
warrant attention from the Licensing Bench.
The Premier is quite justified owing to ex.
isting conditiens in introduring the Bill
Regarding the statements which have heenm
made as to the lirensing magistrates, it may
Ie that seme of them have not shown sound
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judgment. 1f T were on the licensing bench
1 would close every wine shop before I closed
an hotel.

Memhers: Hear, hear!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T think the wine
shops are worse than the hotels, and that, in
the circnmstanees, the magistrates committed
an error of judgment.

Hon. . Collier: A shocking error of
Jindgment.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Probably they

think they have doue right, but that does
not do awny with the desires of the public
as expressed by the recent vote. Because a
nagistrate makes an error, that does not dis-
pose of the intention of the people as dis-
closed through the ballot box. We should
see that everything possible is done to com-
ply with the views expreszed on that ccea-
sion. The Bill before the TTouse will achieve
that end. 1n Committee, it i3 my intention
to move an amendment to extend the Bill
to 1932 instead of 1922,

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [5.17]): In
hringing forward this Bill, T do net think it
was in the Premier's mind te prevent the
evection of a new hotel in a country district
should the oceasion arise, but, as indicated
hy the member for Forrest (Mr, O’Loghlen),
to prevent the transfer of licenses respect-
ing premises which have heen delicensed and
converted into elebs. I am with the Premier
in that attitude beeanse if, for instanece, the
peaple at Nedlands and those living about
the Brighton IIotel felt that clubs were so
neeessary, they would have taken action fong
before this. It is difficult to believe that all
at omce action should have been taken by
these people when the hotels were wiped out.
It is guoite possible that there may be many
parts of the State where aceommedation will
have to be provided before amending legis-
lation comes into force. Although Parlia-
ment may meet next July or August, we
know that any measure passed during the
session will not come into forece until towards
the end of the year. That would mean that,
sliould the pecasion arise when it is necessary
that a hotel shall be erceted in some part of
ihe State, the applicant will not be able to
receive the neeessary approval of the licens-
ing aunthorities. Hon. members whe travel
threugh the State and have to stay where
there are no hotels, are fully aware of the

type of aeccommodation provided at those
eontres.  The accommodation is by no means
snitable. Tn the cireumstances. we have no

risht to pass a Bill which will prevent the
ercetion of hotels in such places where they
are required.

Mr, Tambert: This is a miserable sop to

prohibition,

TTon. W. €. Angwin: You are one your-
self,

Mr. PICKERING: A licensing bench re-

quires the expenditure of from £3,000 to
£7.000 iu respect of hotels ereeted in the
country districts, and no one would embark
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upon such f proposition unless there was a
reasonable demand for such accommodation.
If the Premier was genuine, as I think he
should have been, in placing the Bill before
the House—

The Premier: Do you think anyone would
he such a lunatie as to bring a Licensing Bill
down here now?

Hon, P, Cellier: You are quite right.

Mr. PICKERING: Dealing with Clause
L —
ITon. P. Collier: 1If the Bill only con-
tained one claunse, it would be just the same!

Mr. PICKERING: I would like to know
what will be the position under that clause,
of a license like that of the hotel at Narrogin
which was destroyed by fire the other day.

The Premier: They still have their license.

Ay, PICKERING: The effect of the
clause will be to prevent the provision of
accommodation which is seriously required
at Narrogin. Tt is diiticult to get good ac-
commodation at any time and to prevent the
building being re-crected, would be a serious
disadvantage to the centre.

Hon. P. Collicr: It there were a revival
at Bussclton, it might affeet the position,

Mr. PICKERING: During the sommer
months at Busselton, the hotel aecommoda-
tion is all too inadequate. I do not know
whether the license applies to the premises
or to the ground but I trust the Premier will
be prepared to accept an amendment which
will make this apply to c¢lubs only or failing
that——

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member ean
deal with that matter in Committec.

Mr., PICKERING: 1 trust the Premier
will agree 1o an rendment to this clause.

Hon. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [5.21]: In
spite of what has been said regarding the Bill
being bronght forward at such a late stage
of the sesgion, it seems to me that the Bill
is consequent upon the conduet of the House
itself,  We passed the second reading stage
of the Licensing Aet Amendment Bill, but
at the last moment, because of the debatable
nature of the measurs, and——

Hon, P. Collier: The hot weather.

Hon. T. WALKER: Yerhaps, too, becanse
of the hot weathr, and of the approach of
the end of the session, this House in its
wisilom referred the Bill to a seleet commit-
tec.

Mr, Munsie: Which meant killing it.

Hon, T. WALKER: It may mean killing
it or it may not, but if the investigation takes
Hace by the select committee, transformed
ino an honorary Royal Cowmmission, then in
all probahility information will bhe available
at the very commencement of next sesion to
enable us to deal with the measunre,

AMr. Chesson: We could not have a better
Commission drawn than one from the mem-
bers of this House.

Hon. T. WALKER: That may be so, but
thot is the course adopted by the Chamber.
The Licensing Bill is merely suspended, and
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it leaves the genezal public and the pubdi-
caps as well, in a quandary as to what will
ultimately be the licensing laws of the land.
The Bill, if it beecomes law, will impose new
eenditions upon the public and upon licensed
remises. It is a revenue measure intended
or revenue purposes. In order to comserve
the present position and that there may be
nov inreads into the number of licensed pre-
mises existing, a measvrc of the kind before
the House is necessary. Until fhe main
Licensing. Bill is passed or rejected, licensing
matters should be as they are. The whole
future of the licensing laws of Western Aus-
tralia depends upon that measure, and if the
Bill is to he suapended, it is only right that we
should hold up raunsactions regarding licensed
premises until we know the fate of that
measure. The Bill before hon. members at
the preseat time proposes to do nothing more
nor less than that. We know there are al-
ways people alive te any chance to drive 2
coach and four through an Act of Parliament
or proposed Act of Parliament, and it iscom-
mon knowledge that hotel licenses which have
been forfeited may be restored in another
name.

Mr. Lambert:
selves.

Hon. T. WALKER: That does not matter.
There are other people who have common
sense besides the hom. member. The hon.
member’s observation of the affairs of the
world teaches him that it i1s not desirable to
prevent the sale of liquor im one way and to
permit the same thing to be done in another
wey. In other words, it merely amounts to
a change of name; the sale of liquar in an
hotel has been prohibited and the sale of
the same liquor from the same brewery and
from the same spirit merchants can be carried
on in clubs.

Mr. Lambert:
bers,

Hon, T. WALKER: The effect is the same,
for it is the sale of liguor.

Mr. Lambert: It only applies to c¢lub
licenses, and you know it.

Hon. T. WALKER: Never mind; it has
to do with prohibition, &t which the hon.
member has seen fit to sncer,

Hon, W, (0, Angwin: Fe is a prohibitionist
himself.

Hon, T. WALKER:
he is. ’

Mr. Lambert: Wilt you try to fiud out?

Hon. T. WALKER: T will. I always try
to find out the depth and strenath of a man
to see what is in him, but if the hon. mem-
ber's logic is to be discovered in his remarks,
then I am bewildered.

Mr. Lamhert: Tt is common sense.

Hon. T. WALKER: Ii the hon. member
has given us a sample of his common scanse,
whon he advances the elub sale of lignor as
against the hotel sale of ligquor, then T very
muech question the gquality of his common
sense; it 19 too ecommon for me. 1 want a
better brand of common sense than that.

But that is amongst them-

And sold to their own mem-

I do not know what
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Mr. Lambert: I said

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. member
for Coolgardie wmust keep orler.

Mr. Lambert interjected.

Hon. T. WALKER: No amount of soph-
istry can alter this position. *

Mr. Lambert: Can you tell me—

Hon. T. WALKER: I am not holding a
conversation with the membher for Coolgar-
ilie.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
member address the Chair?

Hon. T. WALKER: [ am endeavouring
tn do so0, but if the member for Coolgardie is
permitted to—-

Mr. SPEAKER: If the member for Cool-
gardie will not keep order, I will take other
neasures.

Hon, T. WATLKER: Tbis Bill is absolu-
tely essential out account of the action of the
House itself. 1T we postponce legistation pend-
ing inquiries, it must he obviouns that until
such inquirics are made, the licensing laws,
are, so to speak, sub judice. The licensing
laws will remain as they are, and we will do
nothing until we otherwise decide. 1f the
Bill ip not paesed, then the issue is not post-
poned. New hotel licenses can be granted
and altogether, the effect of the proposed new
law wilt be evaded. The objeet of the meas-
ure is to prevent the subterfuge of calling
an hotel a club, and, under that guise, zelling
liquor which otherwize could not be sold.
That is all this measure seeks to se-
cure. We have called a halt to the liquor
Jaw for the time being, until we can resume
consideration of the Licemsing Act Amend-
ment Bill in the light of additional informa-
tion which may be presented tc the House.
I think {he Premier is wise. To call it a
piffling Bill is wrong. [t isin the bricfest pos-
sible form what is necessary. It simply
suspends judgment and action until we can
deal with the Bill still before the Chamber.
This was the only time when it could be intro-
dueed. Tt ham been introduveed only since the
srlect committee were appointed, and the
rommittee have not had time to inquire or
make a report. ‘Therefore, there was no
alternative. That eourse having been adopted
by the House against the desire of the Pre-
mijer, he was compelled to rteason, ‘‘If you
hang this Bill up without killing it, we must
take stepe to prevent anyone taking advan-
tage of the licensing laws to the deiriment
of that measure when it does become law.’’
He couldt only do it after that step had been
taken, It eould not have been done before,
there was no reagson for it hefore. The rea-
son having arisen only within the last week,
he takes the firat opportunity to produce the
measure. T truat that the Bill will be car-
ried in the interests of the trade and of
everybody concerned. particularly the public
because, as the member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Hon. W. C. Augwin) has said, if
there be any mevace in the sale of liguor,
there is a greater menace in its sale under
the guise of a club than that of a hotel. The
hotels are under police supervision; the clubs

Will the hon.
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are immunc. The publican’s general license
is liable to forfeiture for illegal sale of
liguor or misconduct of the house. The club
has its shutters down, and so long as the law
remaing as it is, no one knows or can know
what happens within, Tt is to prevent that
more dangerous form of the sale of liquor
in the interim that this Bill is proposed.

Queation put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Tn Committee,

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill,

Clanse l—agreed to.

Clause 2—Granting of ncw licenses sus-
pended :

Mr, LAMBERT: While the present legis-
lation relating to clubs is in ecxistence, no
partieular district should be debarred from
having a properly conducted club. I move
an amendment—

That the words ‘‘or to register any club
for or’’ be struck out.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
out hotels? -

Mr. LAMBERT: This is a maiter of
regulating the liquor traffic and, in my opin-
ion, that can hest be done in properly con-
ducted and regulated clubs.

Mr. Mann: You know the police have no
eontrol over clubs as they have over hotels.

Mr. LAMBERT: They have sufficient con-
trol, but T know they do not cxercise it. The
reeent referendom did net apply to elub li-
censes. A properly condueted clob is pre-
ferable to many of the hotels.

Mr. MUNBSBIE: T oppose the amendment.
The member for Coolgardie is taekling the
wrong portion of the clanse. Some considera-
tion should ho given to the vote at the Te-
cent referendum, Some distriets voted re-
duction and others contmuance. Beeause
there has been introduced a Bill which every
member knew from the outset wonld not be
passed, we should not adopt such legislation
as this.

Mr. O'Loghlen:

Then why not strike

No district carried in-

crease.

Mr. MUNSIE: But eontinuance was ear-
ried.

Mr, OLoghlen: This Bill will not affeet
that.

Mr. MUNSTE: If this Bill is passed, I
take it that licenses cannot he transferred.

Mr. Willeock: That i3 not so.

Mr. MUNSIE: 1 shall not be one to cast
a vote to permit anyone to get behind the
wishes of the people. Where reduction has
been carried, effect has been given to the
vote. If there is any blame with regard to
the places actually closed, it rests with the
licensing benches or with those who produced
the evidenee, That a hotel which has been
closed might be rcopened as a club will never
receive my sanction. This RBill is capable of
being made a reasonable measure.
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AMr, LAMBERT: In-the Nedlapds district
there are 400 residents, and 8,000 or 9,000
people voted in that area. The Nedlands
people had every right to resent that place
being made a boozing resort by people from
all over the motropolitan area, but they
should have the right to run a cluob there if
they so desire. The police would have the
opportunity to veto the application if there
were insuflicient members to form a club. I
know the man who bought the hotel premiges.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: He knew the Iai-
consing Act when he bought them.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, but he was unfor-
tunate in that tbe Nedlands Hotel was made
a boozing resort for the metropolitan area.

Mr. Monsie: The people should uct have
been supplied.

My, LAMBERT: The licensge complicd
with the letter of the Aet. If sufficient peo-
ple desire to conduct a club, they have a
right under the Licensing Act to do so re-
gardless of the nonsengical viewa held by
prohibitionists or anyone else. Whilat  the
exigting Aect permits that right in certain
districts, all other districts should enjoy the
same right. :

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. J. H. SMITIH: T move gn amend-

ment—
That the following be added to the
clanse:—'‘or to Yeenses issued under See-
tion 45 of the prineipal Act,’’

Amendment put anid passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 3—Duration of Aet:

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: In view of the
amendment just made in Clause 2, Clanse 3 is
not required. Moat metbers will agree with
me that no more hotels will be needed in the
metropolitan area for the next 10 years.

Mr. O’Loghlen: I do not agree with you;
more aceommodation i required.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: If the persons
now holding licenses in TPerth were compelled
to provide the aceommeodation that they
ought to provide, there would be no need
for any more hotels during the next 10 years.
The only inducement to the Government to
deal further with the licensing law would be
the obtaining of additionnl revenue from the
liguor trade. If Claunse 3 is deleted, there
will be nn oecasion for Parliament to deal
with the licensing law for the next 10 years.

Clause put and passed.

Title—agreed 1o,

Bill reported with an amcndment, and the
report adopted,

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Conneil.

BILL—STAMP.
Council’s Message.

Messages received from the Council nofi-
fying that it did not press its amendment to
the Bill, and that the Bill had been read a
third time and passed by the Council.
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BILL—AGRICULTURAL LANDS PUR-
. CHASE ACT AMENDMENT.

All Stages.

Message from the Governor received and
read, recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill,

First Reading.

Bill introduced by the Premier, and read a
first time.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir dames Mitehell—
Northam) [5.57} in moving the se¢ond read-
ing said: This measure is introdnced for the
purpose of enabling land purchased by sol-
diers to come under the Agricultural Lands
Purchase Act, 1909, Land may be purchased
for eoldiers ecither under the provisions of
that Act, or under Section 5 of the Land Act.
The latter course has been pursued in connee-
tion. with soldier settlement since 1918, Whilst
Section 5 of the Land Aet has thus been
availed of, all the formalities required by the
Agricultural Lands Purchase Act have also
been observed. T now ask the House to agree
that such purchases shall be made under the
Agrieultural Lands Purchase Act. One point
i@ that in connoction with purchasea under
that Act, land is sold with one year’s interesi
eapitalised. For instance, if £1,000 worth of
land is purchased, interest for omc year is
added to that eapital value of £1,000 at the
time the sale is made. Of course, it takes
some time to sell the land ind give the sol-
dier possession of if.

Hon. I’. Collier: That is, ubnder the Agri-
cultural Lands Purehase Act{

The PREMIER; Yes, Under Scetion 5 of
the Land Act that provision, of course, does
not apply. The procedure of eapitalising onc
year’s interest at the time of the purchase of
Iand is right and advisable. In the case of a
sale effected under Seetion 5 of the Land Aet,
the intereat would have to be echarged to re-
venue, and repavment of rvhat interest would
have to be made to revenue, and would be
spread over a shorter period than that pro-
vided under the Agricnitural Lands Purchase
Act, Under the TLand Aet repayment must be
made within 30 years, wherrazs under the
Lands Purchase Aet it may be spread over
40 years. However, that is not so muech the
point just now. The Lands Purchase Act has
alwava been used for the purchass of land.
The Honre voted the money for the seldiers
settlement, and that money had been used. It
i3 necessarv to increase the canital to £1,200,-
000 to enabir the money spent on soldier settle-
ment to be hronght under th¢ Lands Purchase
Act if the Honse approve mv request that all
thia land should be treated under the one
Act.

Hon, P, Collie.:
peetive alau.

The PREMTER: Yes; the money has heen
spent. Tt is onlv inerepsine the anthority by
£600,000. We are not increasing the expendi-

The Bill makes it retros-
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ture. The money has been spent, but it is
not right to have it under Section 5. Not
until recently did 1 learn that this inethod
was being employed.

Hon, P. Collier: It was an oversight thas
the proposed action was not taken from the
beginning.

The PREMIER: Yes. DPersonally, I am
sorry it happened, becawse the Lands Pur-
chase Act sets up a limit of £600,000 and
for want of funds this land could not have
been purchased. By apecial vote Parliament
has approved of the purchases for soldier
acttlement.

Hon. P. Collier: TIf you want to increase
the amount beyond £1,200,000 you will have
to come to Parliament and get suthority.

The PREMIER: Yes, cectninly. I am now
seeliing authority for £200,000, the amount
placed on the Estimates. All I am asking the
House to agree to is to bring soldier settle-
ment under the Lands lurchass Aet, as it
gshould have been from the first. We have
used the Act for the sale of that land, amd 1
now ask the House to ratify it. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put and passed..
Bill read a second time,

In Committee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
late, reported without smendment and the
report adopted.,

Read a third time and transmitied to the
Couneil,

BILL—LOAX.
All Btages.

Message from the Governor received and
read, recommending appropriation for the
purpases of the Bill,

Tirst Reading.

Titrodueed by the Premier and read a first
time.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER AND TREASURER (Hon,
Sir Tames Mitehell—Northam) [6.8] in mov-
ing the sceond veading said: T am asking
the House to authorisc the vaising of money
for the works recently agrecd to ie the Loan
Estimates, The Loan Estimates do not au-
thorise me to rnise meney, and 8o it becomes
peeessary that T should ask ‘he House to ap-
prove the Loan Bill, under which to raise
money for the earrving out of those works.
We have authority te raise monev snfficient
for our needs, hut the money for these works
must be specificalty raised for the specifie
purpnse. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
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In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair.
charge of the Bill,

Clauses 1 to 6—agreed to.
First Schedule:

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: This is merely to
authorise the raising of certain money. SBome-
times the amounts so raised exceed the
amounts on the Estimates, in order to avoid
going too often on the market. In connec-
tion with havbour works, 1 notice there is
only £100,000 sct down here, of which Fre-
mantle will get £50,000, Presently something
will have to be done with the Premantle
harbour.

The Premier:
that.

Hon. W. C. AXNGWIXN: On the Fremantle
bridge last year, one line had to be closed
for a considerable time owing to the dan-
gerous state of the bridge, and for weeks
men were working there day and night., We
idlo not know how soom it will be necessary
to repeat that. Alse, the new hridge must
be gone on with., I should have liked to sec
the Premier ask for authority in the Bill to
raise moncy for the provision of a hetter
water supply for the metropolitan area.

The Premier: We have authority.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Only to a very
small extents [t would have served to show
the people that the Government were anxions
to make a start i that dircction. Both these
matters are of urgenecy.

The PREMIER: I realise that both these
matters are urgent, and [ promise the hon.
member they shall not be overlooked.

Schedule put and passed,
Seeond and third schedules—agreed to.

The Premier in

There i3 no doubt about

Preamble, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without anmemdlment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and fransmitted to the
Council.

Sitting suspended from 6.75 to 7.30 pon.

MOTION—EKENDENUP HESTATE, GOV-
ERNMENT ASSISTANCE.

To inquire by Commission.
Mr. MANN (Perth) [7.35]:

That in view of—(a) the applieation by
Mr, De Garis for financial assistance by
the Governmeut to his undertaking at
Kendenup; (b) the petition of the settlers
in support of that application; and (e}
the statements in the Press relating to the
affairs of the companics foermed te acquire
and develop the ecstate, this Housc iz of
opinion that it is desirable that a commis-
sioner, being an accountant and person
suitable to the Government, should be ap-
pointed to inquire into any report to the
Government upon the affairs of the com-

I move—
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panies, and of Mr. De Garis, the promoter;
and to advise to what extent, if at all, and
in what manner, assistance should be ren-
dered; to the intent that, if so advised,
the Government may render such assist-
anee as in their diservetion they may think
fit,

It is not my desire that this motion should
he regarled as hostile to the previous de-
cigion of the Government. What 1 desire is
that inquirics should be made in order that
the most complete investigation may place the
Government in full possession of the facts
concerning Kendenup and its administration,
with a view to enabling them to reverse their
previcus decigsion. The history of EKendenup
so far as this motion is concerned dates back

to 1920. In December of ihat year Mr. Do
Garis  purchased the Kendenup estate for
£50,000,  Debeuntures were issued to  the

amount of £150,000. Only £130,000 worth
were applied for, and 11,000 were issued on
terms.  Some €13,200 was surrendered for
lond elearing, cte., which left the company
with £106,800 in rash to aecount for.

Mr. Johnston: It is a large sum.

Mr. MANN; Not consgidering the size of
the venture and the amount of work which
has been dene in wo short a space of time.
OF the £108,800, £10,600 was borrowed, and
the company at present owe £8,700 to un-
sceured ereditors.  [utercst on <dcbentures to
the amount of £4,500 has been paid. The
money realiscd from the sale of debentures
was expended as follows:—£50,000 for the
property, and the balance, £80,000, in de-
veloping the property amd works consisting
of the fellowing:—Brickwerks and equip-
ment; the establishment of a dehydration
plant and equipment; hotel quarters, staff
quarters, stores, wooden and brick residences,
tile plant, railway siding, 13 miles of tele-
phone  installation, office  equipment, saw
beneh and engine, oil cngine and shearing
plant, harness, aaddlery, roads and bridges,
vlearing of town aml factory sites, dams,
wells, erops and improvements, surveys, sub-
divisions, livestock, stores in hand, eash ad-
vances to scttlers, and the purchasing of
gratuity bonds from soldiers.

The Premier: These are not shown in the
schedule of assets.
Mr., MANN:

correct,

The Minister for Works:
spend on advertising?

Mr. MANN: Seventeen thousand pounds,

Mr. Pickering: What did the aeroplanc
flights coat?

Mr. MANN:

I am nssured that this is

What did they

That was part of the ad-

vertising,

Mr. Corboy: And paid for by De Garis
personally.

Mr. MANN: [t was an excellent adver-
tisement. During the short period that the

Kendenup company lias operated on the es-
tate, 162 settlers have been comfortably set-
tled on their holdings and are in a prosper-
ous way. Homes to the number of 105 have
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been erected, and 1,200 acres of land are
produeing. The population numbers 571.

Mr. Troy: How do you know they are
jrosperous ! .
Mr, MANXN:  Beeause they are delivering

gonds for which they are reeciving payvment.

My, . . ®wmith: From whom are they
receiving paynnent !

Mr. MAXYN: From the Kendenup pack-
ire somjpany.

Mr. 4, I Smith:  Who are thev?

The Minister for Mines: Let the hon. member
explain the position.

Mr, MANN: These 142 settlers have heen
gettled at a cost of about £742 per man. The
company finds it is up against it financially.
These settlers have made their homes on the
estate. I spent a day at Kendenup, and saw
as much as it was possible to do in that time.
I saw settlers who went there in February and
March of last year, and when I was there in
December they had portion of their holdings
cleared, homes erected, and were on the eve of
delivering produce to the company and making
ood.

Mr. J. H, Smith: What bas been produced *?

Mr. MANK: One scttler had four acres of
potataes and three had four acres of tomatoes,

Mr, J. H. Smith: What was the price ?

Mr, MANN: They are guaranteed £10 a ton.

Mr. J. H. 8mith: Who guarantees it ?

Mr. MANN: The Kendenup packing com-
paoy and they are being paid,

Mr. J. H. Smith: Who is paying the money ?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Question time has
passed.

Mr. MANN: In order that the position of
these settlers may be secured, it is necessary
that & sum of money should be found. If the
Government are not in a position to find it,
as they have stated, it is difficult to know what
the position of the settlera will ultimately be.
Sooner or later the Government will have
to go to the assistance of these people.
It would be much better that they should
do so now bhelore any cresh comes, than
after discredit has been brought upon the settle-
ment. No matter how we may try to cover it
up, or what representations are made, discredit
to Kendenup means discredit to Weatern Aus-
tralia, ’

Me. J. H. Smith: Who brought the dis-
credit, ?

Hon. T. Walker: The Bulllineh.

Mr. MAXN : It must mean diseredit to West-
ern Australia,

Hon. W. (. Angwin: Would that not apply
to every company who made a mess of things ¥

Mr, MANN : There iy more than a mere com-
pany involved, There are 162 settlers, who
appeared to me to be on the eve of prosperity.
The company controlling the cstate has done
wonderfui work. Under the guidance of the
experts these settlers have made greater strides
and more progress than one would have thought
possible. Most of the settlem heve their own
homes and have cleared upwarde of 20 neres
of land earh, und heve put in crops of potatoes
and peas, ete. This iy what we saw last Pe-
cember, I went an inquiry to see if the posi-
tion at Kendenup justities the Government in
taking & hand and rendering assistance to these
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settlers. I am not asking for more than that.
I feel sure an independent inquiry will satisfy the
Government that the position generally will
justify them in going to the assistance of these
settlers. 1 doubt whether any settlers could
have done s0 much with the amount of money
expended as has been done at Kendepup, snd
I think that the errar has been that they en-

.deavoured to develop Kendenup with insufticient

capital. The venture was ton hig for the amount
of money at the disposal of the promoters.
Everything would have gone well, however,
but for the sudden stoppage of the sale of land
and the sale of delientures,

Mr. O'Loghlen: Have you uny knowledge
of the progress sales from month to month #

Mr. MANN: TUp to October the sales of
land and debentures were good and were adequate
to meet the financial aspect of the situation.
In October, however, an attack was made upon
Mr. DeGaris in the Melboume papers and through-
out Victoria, and the effect of that was to check
the sales to such an extent that it reduced Ken-
denup to its present position,

Mr. Underwood: That does not cut much
ice,

Mr. MANN: Whether it does or does not,
the facts are as I have stated them, that up to
that time Kendenup was going along well and
the settlers were satisfied. The settlers are
quite satisfied to-day. Hon. members have had
an opportunity of seeing the petition asigned by
all the setilers on the estate and no one will
suggest that pressure could have been hrought
to hear on any one of the signatories.

Mr. J. H, Smith: Can you give us the original
cost of the land and the sale price of the blocks ?

Mr. MANN: The original price was about
£1 per acre. The sale price varied according
to the value of the land and the position,

Mr, J, H. Smith: What did the settlers

pay ?

Mr. MANN: The prices were according to
the value and the position of the blocks.

Mr, J. H. Smith: What was the minimum

rice ?

Mr. MANN: At Kendenup there eare 43
soldiers settled on the land, and they have been
established there without any cost whatever
to the Government, The company financed
those woldiers and helped them to make their
holdings reproductive, Kendenup has done
a good deal for Western Australia. Before the
establishment of the settlement the milway
revenue from the Kendenup station was but a
few pounds per annum. XNow it has reached
the substantial sum of about £10,000 annually.
The settlement which has taken place there
has incresead the value of adjoining properties
and huyers kave come from the Ezstern States
end purchased surrounding areas at Mt. Barker
snd elsewhere at cnbanced prices.

The Minister for Works: Can you give us
some of the prices ¥

Me. MANN: One estate, Wicklow, was sold
fur £11,000. Capecup was sold for €16,060 and
Lyndhurst for £6,500,

Mr. Pickering: Who bought these properties ¥

Mr. MANXN: Eastern buyers, It has been
suggested that Hyem & Hester, the agents,
received £7,500 for the sale of £13,000 worth of
land. That is not the position at all. The
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poaition ia that they received £7,500 for the sale
of £181,000 warth of land. The £15000 was
the first deposit paid by the purchasers, but
the commission was earned on the bigger amount
I have stated.

Mr. Wilson: Have you sold £181.,000 worth
of land ?

Mr. MANN: That is the value of the land
disposed of.

Mr. Underwood: How many acres ?

Me. MANN : Hyem & Heater have to carry outr
their contract for a period of ten years and their
total commission does not exceed 22 per cent.,
which is not out of the way,

Hon. T. Wallker: What is the average price
per acre ¥

Mr. MANN: I cannot say, but the prices
ren from ahbout £2 to ahout £20 per acre. I
have put the facts as I have heen able to obtain
them and I do not know thet I can say anything
more than this, that when De Garis floated the
Kendenup company he was hailed as s great
deliverer.

Mr. J. H. Smith: By whom ?

Mr. MANN: Everybody was prepared to
fall down and almost worship him.

Members: No.

Mr, MANN: At any rate many people were
prepared to pay homage to him, and to-day
because he has met with a little adversity every-
body wants to declare him to be a failure.

Membhers: No.

Mr. MAXNN: Quite e number of people are
prepared to say that he is a failure and some go
to the extent of declaring him to be a fraud.
I submit that De Garis is not a fraud, that he
started a genuine proposition, that his effort was
wonderful, and that he has failed for the reason
of the bitter opposition displayed in Victoria,
which oppaosition affected his finencial position.
Probably De Garis would have pulled through,
bat for that unexpected and uncalled for opposi-
tion in Melhoume in October last,

Mr. J. H. 8mith: Grant Hervey.

Mr. MANN: For what reason Hervey did
this I am not in a position to say.

Mr, Underwood: Anyone who can be knocked
out by Grant Hervey is not much clasa.

The Minister for Mines: But who was backing
Grant Hervey * Hervey has not got a feather
to fly with himself,

Mr. MANN: I submit that had it not been
for thie unexpected troubls in Melbourne, De
Garis would have pulled through successfully.
If he had done so, everybody would have ac-
claimed him a wonderful man. Now because
this adversity has overtaken him, instead of
standing hehind him and giving him a push
along, many people want to condemn him and
abandon him. The motion is a reascnable one
and cannot do mny harm, but rather will tend
townrds the re-establishment of confidence in
De Garis. The final outcome I trust will be that
the Government will reverse their desision.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell—
Northam) [7-58}: L do not know that we need
be so much concerned sbout De (Garis himself
in this matter. It is true that he wishes to be
regarded as a public henefactor, but we are not
80 much concerned with him as we are about
the settlers on the Kendenup estate.
have been presented to us and, so far as they
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provide the history of the undertaking, they
are very illuminating. It has to he remembered
that the Kendenup Development Company,
so far as [ can judge, bad no capital at all.
I do not know that they ever possessed &
penny of capital. I do not think they did
At any rate, they bought an estate and stock
for £50,000. On the strength of that amount,
debentures were applied for amounting to
£131,000, a large proportion of which sum
was contributed in Melbourne. Of those de-
bentures, £13,200 have Dbeen surrendered to
pay for the clearing of land; £11,000 is still
due by way of instalments on debentures, which
leavea outstanding £106,800. The debentures
constituted a very attractive investment because
they not only carried guaranteed interest at 8
per cent. but provided that the debenture holders,
when the land sales were completed, would get
£50 for every £100 invested. This means that
on £131,000 worth of debentures, there would
be for distribution £65,500. On the face of it,
it was a wonderfully attractive investment.
In addition te that, there are other moneys that
the company has to collect for advances against
debentures, bringing the total linbilitics, if the
company were wound up to-day, to £130,600.
The estate was bought for £50,000. I have
already informed hon. members that 8 per cent.
was guarapteed for 5 years. Of that period,
one yeor has gone. That means there is 4 years
interest guaranteed, which runs out to the
total of £43,200, apart from the £65,500, which
of course, depends upon the profits that may be
made by the company. The liabilities aeem
to me to be £174,000, that is, of course, in-
cluding interest on debentures for four years,
These ligures show that £50,000 has been spent
on the estate in improvements, That being
g0, I have no doubt that Mr. De Garis made the
best of this position when presenting the figures
to us. Again, £100,000 would seem to be in-
vested in the purchase of the property, plant,
and improvements. If these figures be ac-
cepted, there seems to be £30,000 still to be
accounted for. That is8 a very considerable
amount. It would seem as though £17,000 has
been spent in advertigsing. On account of the
sale of land, £15,300 was returned as deposita.
This estate provides no means of revenue that
I know of except through the sale of land, and
that money must be used to pay interest on the
debentures, for it will be agreed that the money
received on account of the sale of land must
carry the expenses of the concern. The balence
sheet is well worth the attention of members.
The liabilities including £65,500 to debenture
holders a3 bonuses, are set out at £239,300. On
the other gide there ig the value of the property,
which, after deducting these various items, is
set out at £450,000, and the value of the im-
provements is set omt at £50,000. This is a
very wonderful country if, in a short few
months, - the sum of £50,000 speat in the
purchase of an estate can be converted into
an asset of £400,000! I do not know any-
where in the world wheve that can be done, It
is true that the surplus shown is £211,000.

Mr. Underwood: The alleged surplus.

The PREMIER: If we have the £400,000
as against the £50,000, we have an anticipated
proiit, after paying commission, of about £350,000.
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Hon. W, C. Angwin: What about the high
price of land at 30s. an acre ?

The PREMIER: That iz the position dis-
closed by the balance-sheet. Of the estabe,
12,252 acres have been sold for £150,630.

Hon. T. Walker: What is the average ¥

The PREMIER: Roughly from £12 to £12
10s. per acre ¥

The Minister for Works : For land that cost £1
PeT acte,

The PREMIER: Of course, that is spread
over 10 years and docs not carry any interest,
Town blocks numhering 276 and comprising 69
acres, have heen sold for £27,820 and 11 factory
gites, covering 22 acres, at £2,928, or, in all,
12,343 acres have been sold for £181,548. Of
that amount £15,300 was paid as deposits,
and of that first payment £7,650 was paid away
as commiasion. It - is anticipated that the
next payment will amount to £16,600, which will
be paid early this year. ¥From that smount a
furthet £4,600 has to be paid to the agents as
commisgion. 0f course, rs the member for
Perth (Mr. Mann) has pointed out, the com-
mission is on £181,000 odd which represents
the value of the land sold.

Mr. Mann: It works out at less then 5 per
cent.

The PREMIER: That may be so, but if
we take the figures together, it represents now
about £]1 per acre for the sale of land, whioh
is just about what the iand cost.

Mr. Mann: It works out at about 7s, on the
whole of the land sold,

The PREMIER : The payment for commission
will amount to ahout £12,250 as ageinst the
12,343 acres of land sold., Taking the land sold,
the commission agent is entitled to take his
commission and on that hasis it does not repre-
sent & very big percentage of commission, but
it ia & fact that it works out at just about the
cost of the land. T have placed thess facts
hefore hon. members and they are taken from
the figures presented to me and to this House
in connection with this application. T am
always very loth to discuss some of the affairs
of the country in this Chamber, but in this case
we are forced into that position. First there was
the application ; secondly, the papers were
asked for, 1 think at the instigation of Mr. De
Garis.

Mr. Pickering: Not at his instigation!

Mr. J. H. Smith: Tt may have been.

The PREMIER: At any rate, I spoke to
him and ssked if he bad auy objection to the
papers being produced and he said he had none.
On top of ali this, there was the motion moved
by the membher for Perth. I am perfectly ready
to admit that we have been well advertised in
the Fastern States during the past few months.
I do not know what the advertisement will be
during the next few months : but the fact
remainsg that we have been well advertised in
recent months. 1 am periectly ready to admit
that there are & number of first class scttlers
at Kendenup. Itissaid that they total 160. We
saw a number of them when we were recently
through the South-West, and I admit that some
of the crops we saw were really good. In many
instances, the land is capahle of producing good
crops. There is oo shadow of doubt ahout that,
0Of course, those crops were in small areas. I

[ASSEMBLY. |

admj.\ih frankly that these people are doing good
work.

Mr. Mann: Great progress has been made
within a short time.

The PREMIER.: Yes, satisfactory progress
is shown for the time, but not any unusually
rapid progress if we have regard for the money
that must have been spent there, Each of the
settlers had some money, and he kas spent that
in producing his crops. Those crops were cer-
tainly not extensive, but it is wonderful to see
what improvement hes been made during the
gix months on an estate where no crops were
cver grown., We admit that aspect quite frankly.
We admit that the establishment of the dehyd-
rator will be of considershle advantage to the
settlers if their guarantee is maintained, and if
their produce can be bought st the price set
out by the packing company. If that position
is maimtained there is no doubt that these settlers
will be in & better position than ordinary settlers.
It remains to be seen if the packing company
can continue their efforts during the next 10
years. At any mate, the company are pur-
chasing the settlers’ goods now and treating
them at their plants. A good deal of work has
bean done in connection with the brick kilns, and
generally a great amount of work has been
carvied out on the estate.

Mr. O'Loghlen: If the company can main-
tain the guarantee of their prices, the settlers
should succeed.

The PREMIER: Yes. I admit that Mr.
De Garis has said that £50,000 had been spent
in connection with the settlement but I think
he understated the expenditure at Kendenup.
Mr. De Garis has presented a balance sheet
regarding his own affaiss in support of his guar-
antec for a loan of £31,000. I do not propose
to discuss the balance sheet submitted by him
regarding his own affairs. It is sufficient to
consider the affairs of the company. A good
deal has been published in the newspapers recently
antt petitions lhave been presented to this
House in support of an applieation for as-
sistance, 1 am perfectly certain, however,
that the security offered is not suflicient to
warrant any Government affording the as-
sigtance requested. There is no doubt about
that point. Further than that, I do not think
we would be justified in making any advance
on the figures presented to us, quite apart
from the question of the security. 1 have ex-
rlained how the balance sheet i made upy,
and 1 do not wish to go through that aspeet
again. Hon, members have had it before
them gnd it seens to me tn disclose an extra-
ovdinury state of sffairs, for so much money
appents to have gone some>where.

Mr. Pickering: Do you think £50,10n
would be suffieient assistance?

Tite TREMIER: I do nut know the dif-
ferenee between the money actually expendeil
on the estate and that reevived, hut it seems
to be fairly considerable. 1 do not know
tinite how mueh will be neeessary. I do not
know whether £30,000 will enrry the venture
througk, I do know thit if thiz £0,006 1 year
is to be paid to the debenture holders, it must
come from the sale of land. Of course, the
speeidy wale of land depends on the confidenca
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-of the people in the venture, and I supposz
confidence in the venture must have been con-
siderably shaken by this time.

Mr. Lambert: Provided satisfactory ar-
rangements  were made with the debenture
holders, L suppose there would he no objee-
tion to the advuance.

The PREMIER: [If the debenture holders
are willing to give first security over the pro-
perty, I take it that no finaneial house would
refuse to advance the £30,000. The debenture
holders, however, have the property.

Mr. Harrison: If you made the advance,
you would be securing the debentnre holders
and not the settiers.

Hon. T. Walker: That is the point,

The PREMILER: We cannot alter the por
&ition as it is. We r~annot remedy the matter
by disenssing it, Al the letters which have
appeared in the newspapers do not change the
position in the slightest. In fact the letters
secn to show that the pecple at Kendenup
Lardly realise what the position is. Mr, De
Garis is & elever man, The people may have
implicit faith in him, but if Mr. De Garis is
ty> meet his obligations year by year, he must
do so from the funds which eomc from the
sale of lamd at the settlement. I know cnough
of tand settlement to be aware that if the
dettlers are to pay this enormous price for
land, they must get the prices scheduied for
their produce.

Mr. Pickering:
any hope?

The PREMIER: We have already seen by
these figures that the estate was purchased at
£1 an acre, and it is expected to realise an
average approaching £12 10s. an acre. I do
not know that the people of this country
would be justified in saying to any man,
whether he belonged to this State or came
from the FEast, that the Government shounld
Telp bim to buy land at £1 an aere to sell at
- £12 10s, an acre. T do not think the House
would he justified in agreeing to a proposition
of that sort. Up to the time of receiving this
applieation from Mr, De Garis, that was no
concern of ours. T thought that the Een-
denup company had a congiderable amount of
money hehind them, but we find now that no
monev has heen put into the venture at all.
In addition to the Kendenup company there
is the packing company. Again, this com-
pany was established with very little eapital.
‘We are told that the produce treated in the
dehydrator is already sold at prices which are
satisfactory and will enable the packing ecom-
pany to pay the growers the prices agreed
upon, This might be so; T hope it ia.

My, Harrison: What are the prices guaran-
teed?

The PREMIER: They have guaranteed
certain prices for vegetables for 10 years and
for fruit for 15 years. We are told that
therg is this guarantee of purchase by some-
one outside. The packing company have no
eapital, they must depend upon the sale of
the produee they treat, If the sale by the
packing company to the people in the Fast,
who are supposed to purchase it, is being
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made under an agreement well-catablished,
binding and satisfactory, the company might
be able to earry on. But it is a strange
thing that the Kendenup company were
formed without a penny of capital and that
the packing compauy have very little eapital.
Yet the Kendennp company were able to issue
£130,000 worth of debentures in a fow months
against a property bought for £30,000, I ean
quite wnderstand that Mr. De Garis has done
good work in the Bast; he is very well known
there, but we lave to faee the position as we
find it here. I do not pretend to know whether,
if £80,000 were advanced, the companies
eould pull throvgh and keep their agreement
with the settlers.

My, Mann: Do not you think it is warth
inguiring into?

The PREMIER: Presumably Mr, De Garis
has produced te us the fullest information
possible, becanse he eame to us for an ad-
vance. I do not know what will be gained
by further inquiry, I wish te say here that
I am not averse to an inguiry, but T do not
know what ean be gnined by it. Further, T
am not concerned very much about NMr, De
Garis—he is quite able to look after himself
—but I am concerned about the people at
Kendenup. T am not greatly concerned
about the advertisement this State will get
if the venture fails, because the pasition
must be understood even by the people in
the FEast. Of course, it is a bad thing to
have any failures in the State, but in this
rase the happenings are so strange that I
have no doubt they will be well known to
the public of Australia, and indeed of the
world, in a very short time. Here we have a
man who comes into this State and appar-
ently puts not a farthing into the venture,
and can o all that has been done by Mr. De
(Garis, not only in the way of raising money
but of advertising the estate. ¥Yet he does
not hesitate to come to this House and tell
us that, after paying far more for commis-
gsion on the sale of the land than the pro-
perty cost, this £50,000 purchase is going to
return him £400,000. The land we saw ia
certainly good land and capable of producing
all one would wish, but the whole of the es-
tote is not good land. I am very loth to
discuss this matter at all. It is very unusnal
for the House to be called upon to disenss
the private affairs of people ; but now that it
has been forced upon our attention, we are
bound to disenss it, at any rate to the extent
I have done. 1t is not right that the people
of the country should be deceived in this
matter, and it is not right that the settlers
should be deceived.

Mr, Underwood: That i3 why I want an
inquiry.

The PREMIER: When this application
was made we went very carefully into the
matter. My colleague the Minister for Rail- *
ways, who represents the district, was an-
xiouz that the matter shonld be given very
careful consideration, because of the settlers
there. We did give the matfer careful con-
sidleration, and Cabinet decided that they
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could not possibly assist the company. It is
quite evident to me that the position shoeuld
be made thoroughly clear to the people whe
purchased Jand at Kendenup. Tt may be that
when it has been made quite elear, they will
be quite satisfied,

My, Pickering: Have they any chance of
getting their titles!?

The PREMIER: When they pay for their
land, they will get the title deeds from the
debenture hollers. So far as I have disenssed
the matter with Mr. De Garis, he has been
perfectly frank and has not hesitated to pro-
duce the figures T have here and to answer
any questions | have asked. I do not sug-
gest Tor @ moment that he has not made the
position duite clear to the people of Ken-
denup, bnt perhaps it woull be as well if
they could by some means he accurately in-
formed with regard to the position grenerally.
T do not know that it is any part of the busi-
ness of the Hovrse fo inquire into o matter of
this kind. If it werc not for the faet that
there are settlers at Kendenup, T shonld very
strenuonsly oppose any such inquiry., How-
evor, olte cannot bit regard the future of 160
people. principally our own people, with con-
cern. T have told the House the position as
T umlerstand it. Perhaps in this State we
are not used to this sort of thing, but it cer-
tainly does make strange reading. 1 am
sorry that the venture did not suceced in
pulting throngh without trouble. T Dhelieve
that if eare had heen exercised from the
start in the expenditure of monecy in the
several directions that mouney went, the ven-
ture might have pulled through. If the peo-
ple on that estate can be properly informed
of the position, then it is for them to deter-
mine what their future work is to be. It is
always quite possible in matters of this kind
for the position to drift from bad to worse.
Tt i3 very easy for this to happen in this
case, beeause so far as I can see the oxpenses
of running the estate and the interest on the
tebentures must come out of the sales of
1and, and of course if land ig not sold faivly
freely the position of the compauny cannot
improve.

My, Mansie:
the estate?

The PREMTER: The total area was
47,000 aeres; 12,000 odd acres have been
so0ld and 33,000 odd acres remain to be sold.
Of course it iz not all firat class land. The
House must determine whether this inquiry
is to be held or not. Tf an inquiry be held,
it must surely be into the financial position.
The valuation of the land, and the asscts
would have to be very earefully considered.
We are told that war bonds have been pur-
chased. They do not appear in the list of
assets,

Mr, Mann:

Mr. Underwood:
that.

The PREMIER: 1If the House determines
to have an inquiry, it must be a careful in-
quiry into the position also of the pazking
company in order that we may know just

What was the total area of

I have been assured of that.
They make a song of
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where they stand. The future of the gettlers
depenils on the good faith of the company
and their ability to earry out their vontraet.

Hon. T. WALRKER (Kanowna) [8328]:
The House and the country must compliment
the Prewier tor the light he has thrown upon
this question. The e¢alm, dispassionate, in-
formative speech he hag delivered mmst en-
able every one of us to form a Jdefinite ron-
clusion as 1o the value of the motion sub-
mitted iy the member for Perth {Mr. Mann).
The Premier has told us that the Government
have alveady investigated this matter—andd
their opportunities for inguirv must be
greater than those of any outside inquirer
—uand have heen obliged, with all due eon-
sideration and sympathy for the settlers who
have spent their little lots at Wendenup, to
turn down the request of My, De Garis and
his company. If &hat be so, surcly that is
suffieient, nnless we want to move a vote of
confidence or want of confilence in the Qov-
ernment. It implies that.

Mr. Underwooill: Tt does not.

Ton. T. WALKER: TIf the Government
have wade the neeessary inquiries, if they
have gone earefully inte the magter and
found thenselves obliged to turn down the
applieation of Mr. De Garis for funds, and
we then say that they have not made suffi-
cient inquiry. and that we want another in-
quiry, then that is an expression of want of
confidenee in the Govermment. Tf it is not
that, what s it?

Mr. Pickering:
Commission.

Hon., T. WALKER: We ask too often.

Mr. Mann: The Premier does not accept
this motion as one of want of confidence,

Hon. T. WALKER: That does not mat-
ter. We ave getting very eomplaisant in that
respect.  There is the danger. Those are
the rocks we arc running on, There is never
objection raised to any demand for inquiry.
Whatsoever will relieve the Government of
responsihility is aceepted. It is taken for
granted that inquiry represents a help to the
Government, instead of representing an ex-
pression of lack of confidence in their ability
to couduct the saffairs of the country.
Strietly speaking, responsible government
ought nof to cxist on delegated powers, or
on the inquiries of others. Ministers should
take a stand; they should be prepared to
stop where they are, or else to fall by virtue
of the policy they adopt, or the administra-
tive aets that come from their hands.

We often ask for a Royal

Mr. Underwood: They should never in-
quire.
Hon. T. WALKER: No; every matter

should he submitted to all outside. If there
be nothing to be added to the statements
furnished by Mr. De Garis and by the com-
pany, the thing is at an end, We have
heard the Premier’s statements quoting, not
the result of his inguiries or of the inquiries
of his officers, but the statement, literally, of
De Garis. That statement amounts to an ab-
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solute condemuation, not of the scheme, but
-of the management of the scheme; amounts
‘to an absolute proot of the insecurity of
the company. | tevl as mueh as any member
of the House for the settlers. They are the
vietims,  Ultimately, I feel sure, the Sfate
will have to come to the assistance of some
it not all of the settlers; but not whilst the
debenture holders and the company run this
concern.  Already the Premier has told us of
£30,000, aceording to advertisement and pro-
spectus, transformed into an asset of over
£400,000, before ever there has been anything
donge.
Mr. Maun: ‘There has been a lot done.

Hon, T. WALKER: T speak of the pros-
peetus; and the prospectus does not say that.
T say that the very prospectus, the very
wmethod of advertising on sea, wnder sca, on
fand and in the heavens, up in the air be-
tween State and State, i3 the advertising of
n +how man, and not of a legitimate investor.
Moncy has gone for that; £17,000 is ne-
comunted for in that mauner. We do not
know how muc¢h more has gone in the same
way. Tt is by the buyers of the Jand on the
Kendenup estate that all this is to be paid
for. The buvers of the land are the beasts
-of burden in the wmatter.

Mr. Piekering: They alwuys are.

Hon, T, WALKFER: T gnow that nufor-
tunately such things oecur. Shall we agree
to make the position worse? Tf any specu-
lator, any adventurons financier, Jdesirons of
suddenly becoming rich by means of glowing
progpeetuse as in this instance, comes into
ocr State, and gets our people to believe in
him and to settle on lis land, is it to be the
doty of the State, when the bubble has
burst, to come fo his asgistance! Do we
vome to that duty in the case of n mining
hoom, which is of a similar character to this
enterprise? For the poor speculator in min-
ing, the man with a few pounds who puts his
all inte a mining boom—do we find the pro-
prictors of the mines or the directors of
companies coming to this House to ask Par-
Tiament to make good the deficiencies of the
mines?

Mr. Mann:
alogous.

Hon, T. WALKER: They are. Gold min-
ing and gold development have in the past
done as much for Western Australia as agri-
eultural development has done. But Parlia-
ment does not come to the assistance of pro-
moters of mines.

Mr. Mann: But herc are 162 settlers.

Hon. T. WALKER: One hundred and
gixty-two investors, and many times that
number, poor men and prospeetors, have gone
to the wall in conmection with mining booms
just as in this instance; but who thinks of
going to their assistance? Mining directors
would not have the temerity to approach
this House and ask that the State make good
their defaleations or deficiencies. Is there a
precedent for what is asked by this motion?
This is a private speenlation.

The two cases are hardly an-
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Mr. Maan: There is a precedent in Vie.
torin.  The Vietorian Government nssisted
the Chaffey Bros., of Mildura,

Hon. T. WALKER: But that is desied.

Alr. Mann: It is a fact all the same.

Hon. T. WALKER: Before the Victorian
Govermment gave any assistance to the Mil-
dura scttlers, those settlers cndured great
hardships, The poor prople at Mildura were
all but starved ocut.

Mr. Angelo: You
Lhappen here?

Mr. Mann: Would it not be a good thing
if we could prevent that here?

Hon. T. WALKER: There is one way of
preventing such things. As the hon, mem-
ber knows, our company laws provide a pen-
alty for the issue of a false prospectus, ¥t
is fraud.

Mr. Mann:

would not have that

That ioes not enter into the

nuestion.

Mr, Underwood: It does not save the vie-
tims.

Hon. T, WALKER: 1 know that. But

the directors ean be punished,

Mr., Underwood: That does not help the
vietims at all.

Hon. T. WALRKER: What has that to do
with this ease! We should straight away pre-
vent men from gumnbling with the lives of
our citizens in the way that has been done
here. It is more than the money of the set-
fleis that is in question, The settlers have
mwore than their imoney to lose at Kendenup.
Their hearts may be broken; their souls as it
were, drained.

Mr., Lambert: So have the hearts of State
settlers been broken.

Hon, T, WALKER:
way.

Alr. Lambert:
yon know.

Hon, T. WALKER: 1T knaw; but bad sea-
suns are not designed attempts to over capita-
lise a venture and make the poor settlers pay
for it. There is the whole difference. Bad
seasons, ship wreeks, and those things whieh
are called acts of God, are unavoidable in
any enterprise,

Alr. Lambert: Do you contend

Hov, T. WALKER: I am not going to
hold a conmversation with the hon. member,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Hon. members
must keep order.

Hon. T. WALKER: T decidedly objeet to
this proposition of the member for Perth as
an innovation.

Mr, Johnston:
quiry.

Hon, T. WALEER: I say it is an inno-
vation. Tt is a demand for an inguiry with a
view—we cannat disguise this—of inducing
the Government, by all kinds of specious pre-
texts, to come to the assistance of what is
practically admitted to be a bankrupt com.
pany. Tf we can do it for one, why not for
all?  'What special virtue js there in this
speculation to make it the particular care of
the Government?

Mr. Angelo: There are 500 0dd settlers,

Never in the spyme

They get bad scasons, as

It is a demand for in-
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Capt. Carter: Five hundr2d and forty peo-
ple were settled there last year.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Eanowna may proceed.

Hon. T. WALKER: I am with everyone
whe talks of helping the setilers. But are the
settlers askingt -

Mr, Mann: Yes. They signed a petition.

Hon. T. WALKER: They are helping De
Garis and the debenture holders to ask for
help. We are being asked on behalf of those
who want eight per cent. guarantee, who
desire the bonus, the increment ia price. We
aTe asked to help those who raised the value
of the land, good, bad, or indifferent, from
£1 per aere to £12 10s, per acre.

Mr. Underwood: The settlers are in diffi.
culties, too. Do not forget that.

Hon. T. WALKER: Then let vs find a
way of helping the settiers when those others
have gone out.

Mr. Mann: Then it will be too late.

ifon. T. WALKTR: Not too late. I cer-
tainly will never give my vete cven for an
ineuiry, after the disclosures eontained in the
statement made by the Premier to-night—as
erim and deliberate and eonsideved and infor-
mative n statement as ever came from the
Premier’s lips. After that, w2 cannot hoid a
further inquiry. We cannot cncourage this
eempany any longer. That we shall have to
help the settlers I am positive. Tt is a ernel
position they are in. They are the only omnes
whom I pity. They ave passing through a ter-
rible ordeal. They were led on. Tllusions like
pictures were painted to them. There they
were—happy and hopeful and trusting and
believing. Now they are entirely dependent
wpen this company. This company has al-
ready shown its ineapacity to earry on, If
this £30,000 is advanced to the company,
what might not hapuven in the fulure? We
must not encourage this sort of thing., Any-
bodx could start a eompany, get a few peo-
ple into difficuliies and then say to the Gov-
ernment, ‘‘You mist come to onr assistanece,
in order to help those people.”’ Tet ws put
aside thia request as ome unfit for considera-
tion. If we are to appeint am independent
inguiry to investigate the position and ad-
vise the Government, what is the good of a
Government, seeing that the Government
have already made inquiries and come to 2
definite conclusion? Surely the Government
are capable of coming to a sound decision on
the facts. Yet it is proposed that an inde-
pendent man should be appointed to tell the
Government what to do, how the people’s
money ia to be spent.

The Minister for Mines:
the point. .

Hon. T. WALKER: Well, what point
would the hon, member have me touch upont

The Minister for Mines: The very thing
you are urging, that those equally interested
shonld ¥mow the trne position. That is the
point.

Hon. 7. WALKER: If the Premier’s
speech is published to-morrow, as it will be,

That is not quite
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every man in the State will know it, What
more is there to be said, beyrond what the
Premier has placed before the House? Does
the hon. member want an inquiry to induce
the Government to lend money in such cir-
cumstancest What good can an inquiry de,
when we have the assurance of the Goverp-
ment that they have gone thoroughly into
the questiont

Mr. Mann:
settlers.

Hon. T. WALEER: Yes. A man geis
money in the expeetation that he will look
after his wife. He spends it all rashiy upon
himself in entertainment, or in some other
way, and in consequence hiz wife comes to
wan{, Then he has the temerify to come
along and say, ‘‘I wani as much more given
to me, or lent {0 me.’’ And when people
say ‘We cannot trust you any more,’’ he
replies, ‘' But look at my poor wife; what is
she to do¥'' He has brought it upon his
wife, and in the same way the company has
brought it upon the settiers. I say again
the settlers will have to be looked after, but
we must firat rid the seitiers of the grip of
the debenture holders and of the company.
When those people are cleared off and the
settlers are our care, we shall know how to
relieve them. But just now we cunnot do one
single thing to bhelp them without putting
it first through the coffers of those who are

There iz the position of the

supreme in the company. That is the position,

The Minister for Works: Iike the 019
Man of the Sea on Sinbad.

Hon. T. WALKWR: 'That is so. 1 trust
the House will not be led away by any senti-
ment for the seitlers—we all wish to help
them—-to assist this company whose rash
specnlations have brought it to this humili-
ating erisis, that it has the temerity to ask
the ¥ouse fo depart from all known prin-
ciples and advance it a loan with which to
carry its extravagance further.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle} [8.51]: I canmot agree with the
sentiments expressed by my collsagne.
Through Kendenup, Western Ausiralia has
had better advertisements in the Eastérn
States than ever before. We know the class
of advertieement the State will get if this
venture proves & Ifailure,

Mr. Pickering: Which it is,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T am not going
to say that i{ is a failure, The company is
in finaneial diffienlties.

The Colonial Secretary: Lending it £30,000
will not save it.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: From the state-
ment made by the Premier to-night, I form
the opinion that the (overnment have not
prosecuted all necessary inquiries in regard
to the request put up to them,

Mr. O'Loghlen: They have mot had op-
portuznity.

Hon. W. C, ANGWIN: No, they have not
had time fo go into it thoroughly.
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The  Colonial
Garis's statement,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: The Government
torned down the application on the figures
Placed before them. The Premier gave us
most of them to-night. However, that is not
the ob*¢et of the motion. T do not agree
with the whole of the motion, [ am opposed
to the appeintment of a commissioner to ad-
vise the Government. If I were sitting be-
hind the (lovernment and thought the Gov-
erument were not fit to carry on the affairs
of the country, I would cross to this side of
the House.

The Minister for Mines:
by yonr heing there.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIXN: The Government
have pgiven a decision purely on the figures
placed hefore them. If farther inquiry were
made hv the Government, is it not possible
that the debenture holders would see that,
if Kondenup fails, their money would be
lost?

The Minister for Works; XNot entirely,

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: XNo, hat mostly;
all except the value of the land. If the Gov-
ernment would po a little bevond the ques-
tion o1 pounds shillings and prmee sub-
mitted to them they night possibly make ar-
rangements with the debenture holders un-
der which even the money those people have
jnvested in the land mizht be set aside as
security tor the proposed nssistance.

The 2linister for Works: Is it not for
the debenyture holders to make the offer?

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: If there he auy-
thing likely to besmirch the honour of the
SBtate, it is the duty of the Govermment to
look hnto every hele and corner with a view
te preventing it. The wmember for Perth
(Mr. Muun) put up as sole argument for as-
sistonee the fact that there are 162 settlers
at Kendenup, In sueh cirenmstances it is
necessar: that the Government should go
further and ascertain whether or not the
price paid by the settlers for the land is so
high that it will be impossible for them to
make vood. Tf this were found to be to, the
Govermment might possibly lay it down as a
e¢ondition to the granting of assistanée that
the price of the land to the settlers should
be reduced. In my opinion £400,000 is a
ridiculons value to plave on the land. Only
yesterdayv an estate agent told me he had
a fairly well developed block adjoining Ken-
dennp, and that he would sell it for £2 per
acre. There may be at EKendenup picked
arens worth a fairly high price, but taking
the land on ite average value, it is not worth
anything like the prices charged. Since the
motion was moved I have tried to arrive at
the cstimated value of land along the Great
Southern railway line. I thought I counld not
do better than take the opinion of a man
who has had practieal experience in the mat-
ter, and who, for many years, held the posi-
tion of Government land officer on the Great
Sonthern line, as to the value of these lands.
I found on looking up ‘‘Hansard’’ that the
member for Willlams-Narrogin (Mr. John-

Secretary: We had De

That is proved

]
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ston) was very indignant because the Gorv-
ernment had not reduced all the land there
to 15s. an acre.

Mr, Johnston: It bas always been the
policy of the country to give cheap land.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: We can form a
very fair opinion of the average value of
land in that district from the view of the
hon. member, When the Government placed
a price of 25s. on the land down there he
said it was an exorbitant priee.

Mr, Johnston: 'That is for what had been
left after 00 years of settlement.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIXN: The hon. member
was dealing with lond that had already been
alienated from the Crown, and he wanted it
all redueed to 12,

The Minister for Mines: That was with-
ot any guarantee of an assured market at
good prices.

Mr. Johnston:
tler to pay for it

Hon. W. . ANGWTIN: The hon. member
condemned the present Premier for indating
the value of the land. The Minister for Mines
alse was at logoerheads with him over the
matter,

Mr. Johnstou:
up with vs.

The Minister for Mines: You are drawing
upon your imagination,

Hon. W. Q. ANGWIX: The member for
Perth desires that a (‘ommissioner should he
appointed to inquire irto this matter. We
have in the Government expert officers who
could do this work. 13Ve also have in the
Ministry men who for the time being have
the confidence of the majority of the elector-
ates of the State. The hon. member gave
reasons for some outside person being ap-
pointed to advise the Government,

Mr, Johnston: He could be a Government
officer.

Hon, W. 0. ANGWIN: The hon. member
did not say so. He said ‘I am certain if
an independent inquiry is made it will give
satisfaction.”’

Mr. .Fohnston:
ment officer.

Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: After the years
of experience T have had I am opposed to
these independent inquiries, The matter is
between the State and the company. The
Government must protect the finances of the
State, While our Constitution remains as it
is we have no right to hand an inquiry eof
this description to any independent person.
If the Government desire it they ean do so.

Mr, Argelo: What do you mean by an

independent person? )

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Some person out-
side Parliament, who has no control over the
finances, and who will have no interest in
how the money is to be raised or how the pay-
ments are to be met.

My, Sampson: That is not in the motion.

Hon. W, ¢, ANGWIX; The hon. member
does not give his reasons in the motion
itself,

It was plenty for the set-

That was before he joined

He should be z Govern-
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Mr. Johnston:  The
might be appointed.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: Anyone could be
appointed, but that is not the intention of
the hon. member,

Mr. Maon: I did not intend otherwise.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIX: I had intended to
move an amendment to strike out the words
dealing with the appointment of independ-
ent persons, and providing that the Govern-
ment, should obtain a report, but T will not
do s0. Every inquiry should be made inte
the position.

Mr, Pickering: By the Government?

Hen. W. C. ANGWIN: Yes. If the Gov-
ernment c¢an see their way clear, consistent
with safeguarding the finanees of thg State,
they can give assistanee under the Industries
Assistanee Act.

The Minister for Alines:
they have the power?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I think so. We did
not hesitate to make an advance of £40,000 or
£50,000 to a timber company, or fo take the
reaponsibility of 50 doing. If the Government
fecl justified, with due regard to the intercsts
of the State, in assisting the settlement with
a view to making it a suecess it is the duty of
the Govermment to do so. We cannot afford.
as a State, to let an opportanity slip by of
proving that our lands are svitable for clorer
scttlement. T am not upholding the methods
employed in this case.

Mr. Pickering: We have been proving that
departmentally.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Xot to the same
extent. We as a Government, so to speak,
have been very timid over small holdings. It
is only sinee the Kendenup estate was started
in this way that we bave entertained the idea
of giving people in the South-West anything
less than 100 acres of land. Tn many cases
we felt that 160 aeres was not sufficient.
If we can demonstrate that upon 12 acres a
man ¢an keep his wife and family we have
room, not for hundreds of thousands, but for
milliona of people.

Mr., SPEAKER: The hon. member had
better keep to the motion.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I was only point-
ing out the advantage it would be to the State
if we could prove this. It is my intention to
support the motion, believing that the Gov-
ernment will give every comsideration to the
matter. T have confidence enough in the Gov-
ernment to say that if they turn the matter
down after further investigation, and after
looking carefully into it, we as a Houge should
support them in their action.

Under Treasurer

Do you think

Mr, UNDERWQOD (Pilbara) [9.10]: If 1
speak to the motion ean T move an amendment
at the eonclusion of my remarks ?

Mr. SPEAKER: Tf the hon. member speaks
to the motion may move an amendment at
the conclusion of his remarks, but he may not
diseuss his amendment.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I support the motion
for the inquiry. The Government took the
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correct action in (urning down the applivution
they have turned down. In supporting the
motion T may not be logieal in expressing this
opinion. 1 have very little faith in the De
Garis company, but @ greatly concerned over
the 162 settlers, representing a populativn ot
U0 people, who are down at Kendenup., With-
out any authority the TFairbridge Farm
School people hrought boys to Western Aus.
tralin, and when their funds ran out they
said te the Govermment, “‘You have got to
keep them.'' De Garis haa done something
similar. When we get to the bottom of things
we shall find it will be necessary for us to
look after these 500 people. First of all we
have to find out whether the land is eapable
of keeping them, and whether the promises
that have been made by the vendor as to
taking their produce are being fulfilled. We
then have to find out whether the soilig fa-
vourable to that class of eviture, and whether,
when wells are sunk at Kendenup, the water
is brackish or fresh. We must find out all
these things before actually dealing with the
settlers themselves.

The Minister for Mines: T wish we had a
water snpply for Perth such as they have at
Kendenup.

My, TNDERWOOD: T will leave De Garis
out of the question. He is a ecircumstance
not worthy of consideration. Our concern is
the situation of these settlers. The Govern-
ment should make the most minvte inquiry
conecrning the company, T do not aceept the
motion as a direetion to the Goverament to
advance £30,000, T should be sorry to see
the (Gavernment, without having a great deal
more knowledge than they now possess, lend
£3, let alone £30,000. We should have an
inquiry. There has heen a great deal said
about the diffieulties which have heen hrought
about hecause Grant Hervey wrote some rude
remarks.

Mr. Piekering:
and feathered.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Nothing that Grant
Hervey could write would do much harm.

Mr. Johnston: Tt is easy te pull down.

Mr. UNDEEWOOD: T have heard state-
ments made that the Eastern States—Vietoria
and South Australia particularly, are always
prepared to damn Western Australia.

Mr. Lambert: The leading papers do it day
and night.

My, UNDERWOOD: The leading papers
do not mean a struck mateh, Never was
there more silly falsehood spoken.

Mr. Lambert: What about the Melbonrne
(lA e)’?

Mr. TNXDERWOOD: When we get a hit
of oil ghale from Kimberley, where do we go
for money? When wet get a bit of rubbish
from down Bremer Bay way, where do we go
for moner? Have they ever turned us down?
As a matter of ahsolute and positive faet the
FEastern States have never turned down the
Western State. They have gent us money and
men, including myself, If T had a good
miecg proposition——

Mr. Pickering: Which yon have.

¥or which he was tarred



{11 Jaxvary, 1922.]

Mr. UNDERWOOQD: I would go straight
over to Melbourne and I would get money to
develop it

Mr, SPEAKER: I do not think mica is
referred to in the motion.

My, UNDERWOOQOD: I am answering state-
ments which have been made that the cause
of this debacle has been the Eastern States.

Mz, Mann: The Eastern Press.

My, UNDERWOOD: And that the Eastern
States are opposed to the development of
Western Australia, I am entitled to reply to
that.

The Minister for Apriculture: Eastern
prejudice against Western enterprise.

My, TNDERWOOD: These statements
are 50 obviously silly that one should not
take a moment's notice of them.

Mr, Munsie: But they come here and get
our money.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: If yon go to Mel-
bourne or to Adelaide with 2 Western Aus-
tralian proposition and they turn it down,
that proposition must be erook. It is no use
pntting it down to prejudice against West-
ern Australian. And when Mr. De¢ Garis
comes along and tells the tale that he has
failed becaunse of the prejudiee against West-
ern Australia, well even an ordinary indivi-
@ual who has not been to a University knows
better. T hope the Government will approve of
the motion and that they will appoint a com-
missioner to inquire about those settlers who
are at Kendenup. They are the people who
are coming to us sooner or later, and the
sponer we know how they are sitvated the bet-
ter we shall be able to deal with them. If
Kendenup is not good enongh for them to live
on, take them off it. To not allow Kendenup
to be a lingering, dying scttlement.

The Minister for Mines: Kendennp is all
right.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The Government
should make all the necesary inquiries, not
with the view of assisting De Garis, but with
the view of looking after the 500 settlers
who are down there.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [9.20]: T
do not know that there need be a great deal
of heat or a great display of rhetoric jn dis-
cussing a matter of this deseription. The
general conscnsus is one of sympathy with
the proposition which has not developed to
the extent we hoped it would develop. We
must be thankful to the Premier for his
usual frankness and his transparent honesty
in tkying to at least give hon. members a
clear appreciation of the position and the in-
flnences which led up to the refusal of the
Government to grant this money. I think
that on the facts presented to him he had
no other alternative, but I wonld not go into
the rhetoric umsed by the member for Kan-
owna, in speaking against the appointment
of an independent commisgioner to thor-
oughly inquire into the proposition. I regret
that the member for Kanowna, in what one
would characterise as a fairly damning
speech, should have gone right off the track,
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so far as the main essentials are conmcerned.
Tn the first instance we are not primarily in-
terested in the affairs of Mr. De Garis; we
are not primarily interested in the affairs of
the Kendenup company; we are not primarily
interested in the affairs of the debenturs
holders of that econcern, but it has
been rightly said that we should be
concerned about those people whe have set-
tled at Kendenup and who rightly or wrongly
had confidenee in the scheme, and who have
confilence in it to-day. The position to my
mind, so far as the House is concerned, is one
of deciding whether we should go beyond the
ordinary inquiry to be made by the Govern-
ment In arriving at a dectsion as to whether
this is n safe proposition on which to ad-
vanee a sum of moncy on any supposition
whatever—hether it be one of development
or of safeguarding the intercsts of those who
have seftled there or not econcerns us very
little. To my mind there has Dbeen & case
made out for further inquiry, and that in-
quiry should alsa embrace the fact swhether
the proposition as has been presented to the
Treasurer is one on which he ean advance
money. If it is pot one on which he can
advance money on the present basis, taking
into aceount the shareholders in the Ken-
denup Company, and the debenture holders in
the campany, he should then indicate in what
direction if any an alteration should be
made in the constitution of the eompany,
probably in the annual charge on the deben-
ture holders, and say whether we could go to
the rescue of the propoesition or not. Tt is
rather regrettable that we should have had
g0 much opposifion shown by the member for
Kanowna because somebody comes here with
sofficient enterprise and sufficient organising
ability to settle a big area of land. Mr. De
Garis may have been wrong in his congeption
of the value of the land. Perhaps the value
is such that should not have been paid by
the settler. T do not know. T do know, how-
ever, that Mr. De Garis commanded a big
financial following and it is pleasing to
know that the Premier declared that he had
been open and frank in his relations with the
Government. Mr. De Garis laid all his cards
on the table, The member for Kanowna
practieally told as that this concern was a
fraud, that it had been over-advertfised and
over-boomed. What is all our scheme of im-
migration to-day? What has it been in the
past?

Mr. J. H. Smith: We do not charge £12
10s. an acre for land.

Mr. LAMBERT: It does not watier
whether you charge £1 or £12 an acre.

Mr. Troy: It does matter; it is a vital
matter.

Mr. LAMBERT: It is merely a matter of
relative values. T am not saying that the
land at Kendenup is worth £12 an acre, any
more than I am saying that the land in the
hon. member’s district is worth having for
the picking up. Some of it is not.

Mr. J. H. Smith: I have always advo-
cated giving people land.
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Mr. LAMBERT: TUnfortanately, Ken-
denup is not quite close enough to Bridge-
town to suit the hon. member, But I am not
concerned whether it is Bridgetown, Ken
denup or anywhere else. I am concerned
about the development of this counfry. I
spent two days at Kendenup, and I had the
pleasure of the company of the member for
Roebourne, and during those two days I
never bad a difference with him.

The Minister for Mines: That is a record.

Mr. Munsie: What a remarkable experi-
ence!
Mr. LAMBERT: One of the leading

¢itizens in the JMt. Barker district convineed
me that there was no doubt about the pro-
ductiveness of the soil at Wendenup, and
this I take it has a direct bearing on the
motion,

Mr. Troy: There are millions of acres in
Weatern Australia like it.

Mr, LAMBERT: 1 believe the land at
Kendenup equals, if it does not excel some
of the land which is so productive around
Mt. Barker. Let me again refer to the re-
marks of the member for Kanowna. I re-
gret to think that there are men in this
House who do not know how hard it is to
battle on a farm on their own. When a big
scheme of this kind is launched——

Mr. Troy: You did not fly to Kendenup.

AMr. LAMBERT: I did not. Some people
of ¢ourse must he spectacnlar. Tf we were
all stodpy and commonplace, if we were to
sit back and drift on, what sort of a eom-
munity would we he! We would never have
any policy and we certainly would never
have an immigration policy. Is that to be our
attitude? On the other hand, the methods
of to-day are different. Different methods
are adopted by Governments all over the
world. That should be clear to any hon.
member. Mr. De Garis has, within his lights,
acted as honestly as may be in encouraging
this scheme, and although he may be wrong
in his caleulations as to what he congidered
necessary to finance this very ambitions
scheme, no one can doubi his usefulness as a
citizen of Western Australia, I intend to
refer to the remarks of the member for Kan-
owna (Hon. T. Walker). He said in effect
“‘Let the Kendenup Company go bankrupt!
Let the debenture holders go to the devil!
When they are down and out, we, as a State,
ean step in as their guardian.’’

Member: How many shares have you got?

Mr. LAMBERT: I have not any shares
at all, This is not the attitude of the House
generally. The attitude adopted by the mem-
ber for Kanowna was not a manly one.

The Minister for Agrieulture: It was not
a womanly attitnde.

Mr. LAMBERT:

The Minister for Agriculture:
ber for West Perth is nof here.

Mr. LAMBERT: She has a very worthy
prototype in the person who is speaking now.

Mr. Marshall: That is up against your-
self, and you deserve it.

That is not so,
The mem-
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Mr. LAMBERT: It is not a manly atti-
tude for the House to say to amy eonmpany,
ne matter whether we agree with the forma-
tion of the vompany or not, that when it is
down and out, when we see the debenture
holders grovelling rnd struggling because the
promoter henefits from the transaction, that
we shall wait till that individual is thrown
out of it and then come to the assistance of
those who are a direct charge upon the State.
That is not a fair and business-like course o
adopt.

My, Troy:
ir. such cases?

Mr. LAMBERT: The hon. member should

What would business mun do

know. He is a fairly suecessful business
nan.
Alr. Troy: Xo.

Mr. LAMBERT: With all dve vegard to
the inquiries which have been made and this
deeision of Cabinet, Parliament as a whole
van take a wider view of the question. T
think the Government were justified, on the
figures presented to them, inm not handing
over this money indiscriminately to the com-
1any without c¢onsulting Parliament. The
Premier has been sufficiently frank to come
to Parliament, and Mr. De Garis has set out
Iris position plainly teo. He has adopted the at-
titude that e desires the matter thoroughly
disenssed and ventilated on the floor of the
House, permitting the whole ramifications of
this comecearn to be thoronghly investigated.
Mr. De Garis must feel that the affairs of
the eompany will stand the fiery test of
vritieism in this Chamber. I believe Mr. De
Giaris has sefficient faith in Parliament to
thoreughly investigate the matter, and if Alr,
De {(aris has sufficient faith in Parliament,
surely Parliament should have sufficient faith
in him to agree to afferd him an independ-
cnt inquiry. Then we may be able, on a
business basis, baving regard to the relation-
ship of the company to the interests of the
State, to advance money to tide over the
company through their troubles temporarily.
In view of the financial effeet, I think the
House wownld he justified in adopting that
course. It is merely a business question. If,
as suggested by the member for Kanowna, we
were to adopt the unmanly attitude of wait-
ing till*the settlers were dispirited and broken-
hearted before we came to their assistanee,
it would not be worthy of the spirit which
has been behind the development of our lands
generally,.  We should met turn down what
has been one of the biggest developmental
schemes the State has known. Parliament
must recognise the position and help the set-
tlers on the Kendemnp estate, I hope, for
the good name of this State, that we shall
he able to ndopt that course. I hope we will
he as eourageous in our attitude towards this
scheme as we have been regarding the de-
velopment of the State pgenerally, and thus
assist in the progress of the company so that
the venture may prove soccessful. To re-
gard this proposition in the categors of one
which has to go through a banker’s hands,
is, I think, not in the interests of the State.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Seaddan—Albany) [4.37]: I desire to express
my views principally as member for the dis-
trict in which the Kendenup estate is situ-
ated. I want to take this opportunity of set-
ting aside what may be the impression created
in the public minds as to the position of Ken-
denup and the land there. 1t has been sug-
gested that the land in that part of the
3tate is valoeless. [ do mot hold that view,
becanse Kendenap is an estate that has been
operated for many years and a fairly decent
fortune has been made out of it.

Mr, J, H. Smith: Not at £12 104. per acre!

The MINISTER IFOBR MINES: I will deal
with that aspeet later.

Mr. Johmston: We have to look to the
house on the hill in West Perth to know what
was made out of Keadenup.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: My De
Garis, with others, considered the question ot
purchasing the Kendenup estate and secured
an option over it for £50,000, with some
stock. In order to properly develop the estate,
it was necessary not only to provide money
for the purchase of the property, but for other
purposes, including improvements, advertis-
ing, aml so on, to make it possible for settlers
to go upon the estate. A company was formed
known as the Kendenup Development Com-
panv. That company bad no ecapital of ity
own, Tt went on the market, however, and
sought money by jsaming debenfures which
earried eight per cent. interest guaranteed and
.the company undertook,after the land had been
inspeeted by men who knew the value of our
lands compared with similar lands in the other
States, to pay what vépresented a bonus to
the delrenture holders when all the blocks were
sold. Tad the venture heen the success Mr.
De Garis and, T belicve, most hon. membess
hoped, wouldl be the ecase, the debenture
holders in the ecompany. of which Mr. De
Garis is the principal sharcholder, would
have divided a vonsiderable swin by wav of
profits. T think most of na woall have been
delighted if Mr, De Garis had made the pro-
fits he anticipated, becanse it would not only
have meant much to the develojment of West-
ern Australia, but would have been a fine
lead to other closer settlemsut schemes in
variors parts of the State. I regret exceed-
inglv that this has not proved suecessful. Par-
ticularly do I rearet it ag member for the dis-
trict. What T am afraid of is that the pub-
licity received hy this matter and the state-
ments made throungh the Press and by mem-
ber. of Parliament, will ereate the impression
that it will not be possible for suceess to be
achieved now, We live in an age when if any
person in nublie or private life makes a sue-
cess or atherwise of anything attempted, he
is likely to got a packet of powders. If he
makes a failure of anything attempted, it is
likelv that the packet of powder would con-
tain arsenic and that he will be advised to
take it. There is not much recognition ae-
corded the man, even if he suceeeds. Aftor
all, there are many men not far from Parlia-
ment who have not tried to do mueh. Tf a
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man fails, he has at least attempted some-
thing; and even the man wheo fails, may have
achicved something, It has been asserted that
Kendemup cannot possibly earry a burden of
£12 10s. per acve, That is not the question at
issue at all. It js a question of what can be
ohtained for the products from the larnd.

Mr. Angelo: Tt is the collateral advantage,.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: As a mat-
ter of fact, I think the pcople who are now
producing so much at Mildura could hardly
give their land away a few years ago, where-
as now it commands & price 1uneing into hun-
dreds.

Mr. Davies:
main question.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The water
supply is not the secret of success at Ken-
denup,

Mr. Troy: It is the essence of success there.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It may be
one of the essences of suecess, but it is not
the enly peint,

Muembers: Yes it is.

The MINISTER IFOR MINES: One of
the underlying reasons for the sueccss
achieved at Kendenup was the organising of
the selling department, enabling the settlers
to disppse of their proluets quiekly,

Mr. J. Thomson: Dispose of the products
to whom! To De Garis?

The MINISTER 1"OR MINES: Tt does
not matter a twopenny dimn to whom, but
it is the question nf being abic to dispose of
the products that counts with the settlers.
This inercases the value of ihe land. Does
any hon. member know of any other propesi-
tion where the value has increased 300 per
eent. in so shert a period! Tt would be all
right if war time prices were continning, but
to achicve sueh a vesult in more normal times
is evidence of success. It is & question of
mpintaining that position.

AMr, Marshall: The land would be no good
without a water sapply,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There scems
to be a general impression that there is no
water in or near Kendenup. As a matter of
fact, hon. members should know that when
we experieneed a drought we drew our water
supplies from the lakes adjoining the Ken-
denup estate. Theye is a chain of lakes west
of Kendenup containing cnongh water to
supply Western Aunstralia all the year round.
There is any amount of water to be had at
Kendenup and the supply is a much better
one than is procurable in other parts of the
State.

Mr. MaeCallum Smith: We want some in
North Perth.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, and
other things as well. The chief reason for the
selling value of land at Kendenup is the
value of the produets that *an be grown on
the estate and the ready market available for
them, The whole question is whether the
guarantee—I am assuming that it will eon-
tinne—will be maintained so that the packing
company will take over the settlers’ products
at the prices stated.

But the water supply is the
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Mr. J. H. Smith: Where is the money
coming from, the Government?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: XNo, I am
speaking of the guarontee to the settlers,

Mr. Corboy: That guarantee is still being
observed ?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. T
hold no brief for Mr. De (aris or for vither
o} the companios in which he is interested.
I am interested in the welfare of this por-
tion of the State and in the settlers who have
taker up lawd theve in good faith and have
carried out sotie development, Mr. De Garis
certainly deserves some little credit with re-
garnl to lis attempt te bring abont closer
settleoment in this portion of Western .Aus-
tralia.

Capt., Carter: Yow are the first one who
has given him cradit.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I think
he has received a fair amount of eulogy from
others.

Mr, J. Thomson: Too much!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member  for Claremont never has a good
word to say abeut any one. He should
know that frequently it is much eagier to say
a kind word than a harsh one. I‘do not
want any misunderstanding regarding my
position as a Minister or as member for Al-
bany. On the facts submitted to us, I am
endorsing 1he action of the Govermment in
refusing to make an advance of £30,000. My
reasen ig this: The land was purchased um-
der option by Mr. De Garis for £30,000. He
floated & company which made his responsi-
bility the company’s responsibility,. The
company issued debentures guaranteeing in-
terest at B per cent. by which a certain
amount ¢f money was raised from the public.
He used that wmoney t¢ pay the purchase
price of the land and the balance for adver-
tising and for certain developmental work.
Everyone will admit that he had to recoup
himself for the purchase price of the estate,
the cost of advertising and the development
work carried out for the benefit of the people
who took up the land. The question whether
he added too much for these items or not ia
one T am not called upon to deal with, Then
he formed another company known as the
Kendenup Packing Company, and T am ad-
vised by Mr. De Garis himself that he has an
arrangement with a very snbstantial Aus-
tralian firm te purchase all the producta pro-
dueed at the Kendenup estate, during the
next 10 years at least, at the prices pub-
lished and arailable to the settiers as well as
to members of the general publie. To me the
fly in the ointment is the fact that the guar-
antee for the payment of these prices is not
given to the pnrchaser of the land and made
part of the vontract. It is o guarantee by
the Kendenup Packing Company to the Ken-
depup Development Company. I told Mr. De
Garis that if he could produee a definite con-
tract between the Kendenup Packing Com-
panv and the substantial and reputable firm
purchasing  the produce, then Kendenup
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coull he saved and the scheme could be gone
on with,

Mr. Angelo: Has ke promised to do that?

The MINISTER FOR MIXES®: T Ja not
kudw. TIf this whole veuture is to rest moerely
on an undertaking given by one com:-anf,
which is Dv Garis, to another compauy which
is D Garis, aml is not part of the contract
of the sale of the land, either of which eom-
panies could go into liguidation to-morrow
without loss to anyone, beeause no funds
were poi into the companies, then we ure
not entitled to lend him 1ls.

My, Mann: Might not an inquiry elear
that up?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
coming fo that. 1 want my attitude to be
clearly understood becaunse it is possible that
a great number of settlers may conclude that
I am not eoncerned about their welfare. I
am so much eoncerned that I will not lend
myself as a Minister or a member to the ad-
vaneing of publie funds to ecarry on some-
thing which does not give them what they
should have. So far as I can discover, the
contraet for the purchase of the land pro-
vides the usual safeguards from the stand-
point of the vendor, with a clause in red
type, and not black, that he signs the con-
iract on the distinet understanding that he
has not taken into acount any advertisements
or statements made by apents, or anything
cxcept the terms contained in the contraet.
There is no part of the contract providing
that he shall dispose of his products with a
guarantee of *the prices fixed in the state-
ment circelated. There are the weaknesses.

Mr. Troy: XNot weaknesses, but decep-
tions.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
suprgest that they are deecptions.
Mr. Troy: That was the advertisement.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: De Garis
to gucceed, must keep faith with himself;
and the only thing he has te do to show that
his proposition iz sound is to produce his
eontract, and T am satisfied the settlers and
the public will then be satisfied that Ken-
denup can come through all right. I greatly
sympathise with Mr. De Garis. The man who
attempis to do big things gets a lot of mud
thrown at him, and a fair amount of it is
sure to stick, When he started without the
public thoroughly understanding the pro-
position, quite a number of people, not
gropera but croakers said, ‘‘EKendenup has
been there for years; we could not do it: how
ean De Garis do it?’* Mildura was there for
vears and at Mildura De Garis did do it.
Some people said De Garis wonld advertise
or bust and made other remarks to that ef-
feet. I venture to say we could afford to
pay someone to advertise Western Australia.

Capt. Carter:  The advertisement we have
had is worth something to us already.

Mr. Corboy: And there is £10,000 of rail-
way revenue in Kenderop,

Mr. Trov: Tt is a scheme.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In view
of the position as T have explained it, T =ng-

T do not



[11 Janvary, 1922.]

gest it i=s for the Government to take the
responsibility of their action and say they
will or will not do this, as suggested by the
member for Kanowna (Hbn. T. Walker)
and by the member for North-East Fre-
mantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin). It i3 not the
duty of the Government to be prying into
the affairs of either companies, firms or in-
dividuals.

Hon, T. Walker:
do it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: And we
have refused, and have taken the responsi-
bility of our action,

Hon. T. Walker:
of it,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: This
House, after all, is entitled to have the last
word in any action taken by the Govera-
ment. 1t the House desires that other things
shoull be made known, not to change the
attitude of the Government or to satisfy any
member of the Honse but to show that cvery
individual i3 getting the protection from the

They have asked you to

And there is the end

Government  which he is entitled to
claim, it ean be done by thorough
inquiry. The hon, member knows well

there are scores of people in the metro-
pelitan area living om land bought for
residential purposes for £40 to £100 per
block which could not be sold for £15. We
allow those people to fall in.

Hon. T. Walker: Is there to be any in-
quiry into their cuse?

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
sugrrest one.

1lon. T. Walker: Then why in this case?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In this
ense 160 settlers with families numbering
in all over 500 persons have established them-
selves at Kendennup and, with the prices
guaranteed, they ean develop Kendenup.

Hon, T. Walker: Do you believe in the
guarantee?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Tf the
guarnntee is not sound, and if eventually
failure is inevitable, we should know it and
ther should know it.

Capt. Carter: That is the point.

Hon. T. Walker: We know it now.

The MINISTER FFOR MINES: I do not.

Hon. T. Walker: The Premier does.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: At the
present time the Government could not com-
mit themselves to say in what dircction they
waould help these settlers.

Hen. W. C. Angwin:
inquiry.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, that
ig the paint. The motion submitied by the
menmber for Perth merely asks for an in-
quiry.

Mr, Troy: Why the ncecessity for the
motion? The Government could inquire with-
out that.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Tf the
Government are going to take up the atti-
tude that on every application received they
should pry into every phase of the operations
of the company, fiem or indirvidual coneerned,

I do not

They could have an
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we shall be doing nothing else but holding
inquiries.

Mr. Lutey:
mining
made?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, up
to a point; but when we are advised by our
technical officers that the seeurity is not
satisfactory and that it would not be a sound
investment for the State, we go no further.
Would the hon. member suggest that we
should pursue an inquiry to ascertain the
standing of the individual applying and the
state of his assets and liabilities as an indi-
vidual? Certainly not. But when it is a

Do not you inquire into a
company when an application is

question alfeeting over 500 citizens for whom

we should show some c¢oneern, we should
make that inquiry. Under the motion the
CGlovernment will be able to make that in-
quiry.

Mr., Troy:
maotion.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Neither
the Honse, the Government, the country, mor
the scttlers at Kendenup ean lose anything
by the holding of an inquiry. If an inguiry
ghowed that any assistance which could be
renderedl by the Government would not en-
able Kendenup to pull through, we wonld not
be in any worse position than we are now.

Hon. T. Walker: I wonld vote for an in-
quiry if the Government would make it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: VUnder
the motion the Government would make the
inquiry.

Mr. Troy: Why not make it without a
motion? Tt is your husiness .

The MINTISTER FOR MIXES: If an in-
quiry disclosed that financial assistance
would enable Kendenup to suceced, we should
lose nothing by tnat.

They could do it without the

Mr. J. Thomson: The Premier said to-
night that it conld not. Are you against the
Promier?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T am not
here to be cross-cxamined regarding my re-
lations with the Premier. I said I took my
share of the responsibility for deelining to
make the advanee on the groond that the
partienlars submitted to us did not warrant
it. At the same time I am concerned about
the 500 people at Eendenup.

Mr. J. Thomson: Are not they all right?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I pity
them if they were left to the tender merey of
the member for Claremont.

Hon. T. Walker: The hon. member for
Claremout has as mueh sympathy for the
settlers as other members,

Mr. J. Thomson: More so than the mem-
ber for Albany.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Much
more 30 that is why he wants to let things
go hang. I take the view that we are not
asking the Government to commit themselves.
to any course of action except merely to hold
an inquiry. The motion does not ask the.
Government to teke any course of action,
which means that somebody -halt suggest who
is to make the inquiry. We shall make the
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inquiry. I support the motion of the mem-
ber for Perth. Probably if I had framed the
motion, 1 would have worded it somewhat
differontly. The hon. member seems to have
been keen on letting no peint be missed. How-
ever, so far as the Government and the
House are concerned, we are anxious to do
what is hest in the interests of the State and
of people who are creating develomient here;
but we are mot conccrned with the finaucial
position of any company or any individual in
the State. The member for Kanowna ({Hon,
T. Walker) sakd that this counrse would not
be adepted in behalf of a mining company.
But we are continually doing the same thing
in conneetion with minine, We did it last
vear for the companies at Westonia.

Mr. Lutey: But yoa made full inquiries
into their position.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Of course
we did.

Hon. T. Walker: But you did not appoint
a Roval Commission to inquire into the posi-
tion of the Westonin mines.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Of course
we did not. The case wns entirely different.
At Westonia it was a question of assisting
the mining companies so that the peopie at
Westonia might continue to be emploved there
in the prodnetion of wealth., Tf the com-
panies had eclesed down, that would have been
the end of Westonia. But if the Kendenup
Company c¢losed down to-mrrow. the Ken-
dennp land would still remain, and the set-
tlers would remain and rcontinue to produce.
‘Whether inquiry as suggested is made or not,
we shall still have to consider the question of
helping those who are esfablishing homes at
Kendenup.

Hon, T. Walker: Le{ ng help the vietims,
but let us get rid of the incubus and the
blood-snckers first,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T am not
going to controvert or to confirm those terms.
However, I am not prepared to say, with the
member for Kanowna, that anything in the
nature of frapd was practised.

Hon. T. Walker: T say the propectus was
frauduvlent,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T do not
think so. So far as T know, the company have
complied with ('vpr\'thmg promised in the
prospectuy.

Hon, T. Walker: Tp to the point of ask-
to lend them the necessary
noney.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The com-
pany undertook an obligation to the de-
benture holders, to the people who supplied
the money. The company cxpected to con-
tinve selling land, and from the proceeds of
the sales to pay the debentnre holders their
interest and also to pav off the dehentures.
Owing to difficulties of the moment, the com-
pany are not in a position to do that; though
I should really say that for the moment the
eompany are in a position te do it. When
they cannot do it some other means must be
found to develop Kendemnp. The Kendenup
settlers, T eonsider, are entitled to the inquiry
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nsked for. If I were sitting on the crosa
benches, I should be dispesed to demand am
inquiry on behglf of the settlers—not an
advanee, but an inguiry for the purpose of
letting the settlers know where they stand.

Hon, T. Walker: Let us 2dd to the motion
words to that effeet.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Iiv all
means.  After the inguiry has taken place,
1 am preparcd to continue to bear my respon-
sibility as a Minister in vespect of aux action
the Government may deeille upon as rhe re-
sult of such inquiry., In the same way. after
a Royal Commission has made recommenda-
ticns, the responsibility lies upou Ministers
to adopt such recommendations or otherwise.
Here the position is the same. T therefore
hope the House will not decline to ohtain ad-
ditional information, whaterer opinions hon.
members may hold regarding the Kendenup
proposition up to date. So far as I am able
1o see, no harm whafever can result to nny-
body from gaining 2 eomplete knowlmlge of
all that has led up to the present position

and what shounld be dome to remedy that
position.
Mr. DAVIES (Guildford) [10.8]: The

Premier has already signified his intention of
opposing the motion of the member for
Perth. However, with a view to obtaining a
further ingniry into the affairs of the Ken-
denup estate, T shall, at the conclusion of my
remarks, move an amendment to the motion.
Recently the Xendenup company afforded
members of Parliament an opportunity to
vigit the estate, I +was one of those fortn-
nate enough to make the trip, and I repeat
here what T said at Kendenup on that day:
T wns amazed at the progress made at Ken-
denup, especially bearing in mind the pro-
gress shown at other aettlements estahlished
in the South-West over 30 and 40 vears ago.
On that day the Premier made certain ob-
servations regarding what he had seen on
the estate. Teo refresh the memories of hon,
nembers T will quote from a report, as fol-
lows:—
The Premier, in speakiog, said, ‘It was
very gratifving to see what had been dene,
and to find men and women so satisfed
with the outlosk and the opportunity
offered. . .. T am delighted to have in-
spreted this factory, the first in the South-
ern Hemisphere. Tt is here that Mr. De
Garis even gets ahead of anvthing the
Government is able to do.”’
Let me at this juncture pav a tribute to the
member for Roebourne (Mr. Teesdale) who,
I understand, introdueed Mr. Morton, the
English gentleman, to Mr. De Garis, and
thus branght about the establishment of the
debydrating factory at Kendenup. TLet me
add that in my opinion it is owing entirely
to the organisation that the Kendenup set-
tlers are able to make a living on small held-
ings. The Premier continued—

“«T should like to see the factory working

three shifts a day for six days a week. It

secms to me that you deserve the thanks
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of the counfry for the work done in the

short time at Kendenup.’’

To-night we are not asking for the thanks
of the country, but for an inquiry. Some
hon. members dceline to permit further in-
quiry. In granting it, they would be giving
nothingy away.

Hon. T. Walker: Do we need further in-
quiry when the company have committed a
praetical act of bankruptey?

Mr. DAVIES: The point of the whole
thing is that to-day there are 160 settlers at
Kendenup, with anofher three or four hun-
dred persons dependent upon them. What is
mgoing to happen to Western Australia if the
Kendenup scheme collapses?

Hon, T. Walker: Western Australia will
be here afterwards, and the settlers will still
be here.

Mr. DAVIES: That is so; but we want
nothing that will operate at this juncture as
a set-bark to Western Australia,

Hon, T, Walker: What would pgive us a
ret-back wonld be to aet so stupidly as is
proposed.

AMr. J. Thomson: Have von mnao trust in
your Premier, Sir James Mitchell?

Mr. DAVIES: I have every trust in him;
and it is for that reason I am going to move
an amendment to the motion, an amendment
which I believe will be aceeptable to the
Premier.

Mr, Troy: The Premier has already de-
cided on the amendment. It is not your
amendment,

Mr, DAVIES: T hope the Premier will
agrec to the amendment. The success of
even people without previous experience of
agriculture at Kendenup is due, I helieve,
not more to their own energy than to the
good advice placed at their disposal by the
Kendenup company. ‘Those people have
shown eonclusively that it is possible to make
a good living on a small area of Western
Aupstralian land with proper organisation for
the marketing of produce.

Mr. Angelo: What did the Leader of the
Opposition say on the occasion of that visit?

Mr. DAVIES: T know the Leader of the
Opposition spoke there on that day, but I
thizk we ean rely on what the Premier said.
In other portions of the South-West we
found people whose fathers and mothers weve
there before them

The Minister for Works: And also their
grand-parents.

Mr, DAVIES: Yes, in some cases; and I
make bold to say that there is greater de-
velopnent at Kendenup on some holdings of
only six to 12 months’ standing than one
could see in other portions of the Sonth-
West settled for 30 or 40 years. Tbe whole
point is the organisation at Kendenup. Any-
one who has visited the far South-West
knows thot without the ereation of organisn-
tion for the marketing of produets, it will
never he possible to do much there. At Ken-
denup the company have shown that with
organisation for the marketing of produnee
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something very effective in the way of land
settlement can be done in this State. What
are they up against? The diffieulty facing
them is that of maintaining the guarantee
offercd to the settlers. Tuey offrred to pay
214d. per 1h. for peas, £10 per ton for pota-
toes, and £12 per ton for tomatoes, If the
svstem down there prove a suecess, it will he
the same to the perishable products as cool
storage ia to meat and butter. I can remem-
ber when it was not possible to carry over
apples from one season to another. TUnder
this process at Eendennp, it is possible to
carry them for an indefinite period. There-
fore, it is possible to defy economic laws and
carry stuff uetil a fair price is obtainable,
However, the words eof the Premier will
gommend themselves to hon. members, and 1
move an amendment to the motion—

That in line 10 the words ‘ “being an ae-
eountant and person suitable to the Gov-
ernment,””  and all words after  ** pro-
moter'’ in line 14, he struck out.

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [10:18]: T prefer
the amendment to the motion. It is easy to be
wise after the event. To-pight I have heard
members complain that others who were willing
to bagk in the reflected glory of De Garis when
that gentleman was prosperous, now condemn
bim. I deprecate that gibe. When & person
is doing good work nobody is likely to deride
him, but when a man asks assistance from the
country it is the duty of members to speak
their mind regarding him. From the beginning
have I viewed this Kendenup proposition with
suspicion. I have advised those of my friends
who thought of going into it lv wait o few years.
I am not surprmised that De Garis has come a
cropper, nor shall I be surprised if in the end
Kendenup proves to be successful ; because if
the Iand is capable of the high production
claimed, the venture must prove a success.
From the beginning the proposition was too
spectacular to commend itself to me. One
objection I have to the business is that the
company has not been fair to the settlers. The
advertisements distributed broadcaet throughout
the country contained the most glowing promises,
but in the agreements on which the land was
taken up, s clause was inserted declaring that
the advertisements were not to be held as part
of the agreement., Yet it was the advertise-
ments that secured the settlers. Ancther matter
which I regard as deceptive was the forming
of two separate compsnies. The De (aris
Land Company acquired the land and sold i,
and 90 per cent, of the gettlers believed it was
that company from which they had the guarantee
of & market for 10 years. They had no idea that
there were two separate companies, the De Garis
Land Company and the Eendenup Packing Com-
pany, and that one can evade the responsibilities
of the other, The majority ¢f the people of
the State were of opinion that the company from
which the settlers purchased the land was the
company which guaranteed the price of their
products. If De Garis, by his advertisement
allowed the settlers to believe that, he was
practising deception and is not entitled to con-
gideration at our hands. I do not know whether
he was actually practising deception, but I have
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my suspicions, because of the advertisements
holding out the inducement that the land com-
pany would purchase for a number of years the
products of the settlers. My sympathies are
not with De Garis. T have heard the member
for Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert} applaud imagina-
tion and vision and broadmindness and so on.
They are familiar terms, but after all give me
the safe, eautious man. I have no use for the
men of boom and bust. We require something
more than imagination and vision in & man.
I am not impressed by a person of remarkable
imagination, but I am impresged by a man who
lays his plans and secures his foundations and
works on sound business lines. This proposition
was built up on spectacular lines.

Mr. Jobnston: A good advertisement, but
a bad asset,

Mr. TROY : The advertisement was of no
value, after all. I bave heard it said that the
advertisement brought 8 lot of settlers to Western
Australia. But any person who has the nerve
and refuses to count the cost could take up land
in this State to-day and, by hooming, sell it.
Then afterwards he could come to the State
and request assistance, We could all do that,
I could boom a mining venture in the same way ;
I could bring down glittering specimens to the
oity, and I could even fiy down with them. That
sort of thing is all right in America, but Western
Australia cannot stand too much of it, What
kind of advertisement shall we get when the
news goes to the Eastern States that the Ken-
denup company has had to come to the Govemn-
ment for help ?

The Minister for Works: It is known in the
Eastern States now,

Mr. TROY: During the last ten years, as
the result of a sound policy on the part of the
Government, we have had a great deal of land
gettlement in Western Australia, and in con-
gequence we have thousands of prosperous settlers,
It is fortunate for the State that the Govern-
ment were not working on a policy of boom
and bust. Some hon. member, remarking that
De Garis had promised the settlers £10 per ton
for their potatoes, said the guarantee could not
be maintained because economic conditions
were against it, What sort of business man
can DeGaria he to guarantee a price of £10
per ton for ten years ¢! There may be imagina-
tion in that, there may be vision in such an offer,
hut it iz the sort of vision to he found in the
Hospital for the lnsane. Not an hon. member
here is prepared to guarantee his constituents
for 1+ years a certain price for a commedity
thex may have to sell.  In view of the world's
condition no man in his senses would guarantee
anything. I had no oljection to De Garis
entering upon his gamble, It was just like
» mining venture, and the laws of the State
permitted it. But when the gamble does not
suceeed, e Garis vught to take the conse-
uence,

Hon. T. Walker: Cught to he & sport and

et ont.

Mr. TROY : Many hon. members have talked
about 1l wecurity the Government would hove
in thi= property., All the company want, we
are tolil, i+ £30,000 to enalie it to pull through,

Hon. T. Walker: It is all the company wanty
now.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. TROY : If it iz such a sound proposition
why do not the banks go to the assistance of
the company? I see their bankers are the
Bank of Victoria, Melbourne, the Commercial
Bank, Sydney, the National Bank of Australasia,
Adelaide, and the Western Australisn Bank,
Perth. The sum of £7,500 from each of these
banks is not too much to ask. During the
drought in Western Australisa I met a syuatter
who said he was down to 5,000 shesp and wanted
£30,000. He went to the National Bank, and
returned to his station with the money in his
pocket. He was thua able to pull through.
Bank assistance of that sort hes been given in
many instances. Here is & company with these
magnificent agsets and possibilities and all these
settlers who, we are told, are paying their way,
and yet four banks will not stand £7,500 each.
The member for North Perth is a director of &
bank, but I guarantee, although he will probably
support the motion, he would not advise the
bank to advance a penny of the money required.
It is to the Government thet these people must
look. The papers declare that the Govern-
ment must earry on in a businesslike manner
and must make ends meet, but in the next breath
say that the Government must come to the
finencial assistance of this company. The
Government are expected to do everything. I
am sorry for the settlers at Kendenup, I ad-
vised many people not to go there, as I foresaw
difficulties from the beginning, The Govern-
ment should make an inquiry, but they do not
need n motion of this kind to do so. Pressure-
is being brought to hear upon the Govemment
to give that which they would not take the
responsibility of giving.

The Minister for Works: Nothing in that
way has been done. I give you an assurance
on that point. It may come afterwards bhut
has not come yet.

Mr. TROY: Members have pledged them-
selves to support this business, and the Govern-
ment would now like to help because of the
pressure brought to bear upon them, so long as
Parlinment will take the responsibility, No
member of the Ministry would then be responsihle
for what happened. Ministers ought to he
responsible tor whatever action is taken.

The Minister for Works: We will take the
responsihility.

Mr. TROY : If the proposition is a sound one
and the Government think that assistance ought
to be given, let them give it. A motion of this
kind is not required. I have no love for the
motion or for the amendment, but as I know the
Premier will accept the amendment it will be
carried, I will vote for the amendment, but I
do not want to sce the Government go outside:
the service for a man to make the inquiry. The
(overnment must nmot think that I ahsolve
them from any responsibility if thev pgive this
money. They must take the responsibility.
They must not he governed by sentiment, hut
must look at the mutter from the business point
of view. There are men in the service who have
been doling out asvistanee to settlers for many
vears past, ancdl who are quite competent to
advise the Government. I refer to odicers of
the Agrienltural Bank.

Mr. Pickering: They prohably have advised
the Government.
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Mr. TROY: The Government would do well
if they accepted their advice. I would object
to the CGovernment appointing some outside
accountant for this purpose, some person who
has no responsibility to the State or interest
in its finances, who probably would not put a
penny of his own into the funds required. by
the company. 1 do not suppose there iz & single
membher in this House who would give a shilling
towards the proposition, but they are quite
prepared for the Government to give the money.

The Minister for Works: Not even the Ugly
Men ?

Mr. TROY: I believe they would assist,
because they are a purely philanthropic institu-
tion and would probably be ready to help these
people.

Hon. T. Walker: They would do it for the
settlers but not for the debenture holders.

Mr. TROY : My objection to the company is
that in the first place by advertising it misled
the settlers. The gettlers were led to believe
that they would get through with the one com-
peny, which would purchase the produce of
the settlers at a certain price. Two companies,
however, were formed, one of which takes no
responsibility for the actions of the other. The
people associated with this matter have there-
fore been guilty of deception and are not entitled
to any sympathy, I support the amendment
on the understanding I have outlined in my
remarks.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W. J,
George—Murray-Wellington) [10-37]: I would
have voted againat the motion. I should have
felt the Government could nut retain their self
respect if they had countenanced such a motion.
The amendment simply means that the House
is of opinion that it is desirable to have a Com-
issioner to inquire into and report upon the
affairs of the company and De Garis. We shall
thus have an investigation made into the various
ﬁapers which were first of all placed hefore the

overnment for their consideration, and have
now been placed before the House for its con-
sideration. The figores placed before us by
De Garis were carefully gone into. The Govern-
ment were unanimously of the opinion on these
figures that they could not go to his assistance
in the way he desired. I have no wish to gild
refined gold in connection with these figures,
but would like to show why the statements put
forward by De Garis should be further investi-
gated, noit only so far as the settlers are con-
cerned, but so far as De Glaris himself is concerned.
It i evident from the accounts that he is suffering
from a certain amount of self-deception. He
has sold as farm blocks 348 lots, representing
12,000 acres. The average price he has obtained
or is to obtain works out at £12 5. per acre.
He paid, I think, 21s. per acre for the estate.
By his own balance-sheet he cannot have spent
more than £1 per acre on the land, and not all
of the money upon the portion sold, because he
had his debenture holders in JMelboume to
think of. ¥ we allow a total of £2 an acre he
is then going to obtain a profit of £10 an acre.
He has gold 276 town lots, comprising 89 acres,
and for land which at the outsef did net cost
more than £2 per acre he is to receive £405 per
acre. He has sold 11 factory sites, comprising
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22 acres, and the price he has received is £133
per acre for land which cost £2, The average
works out at about £15 peracre. In this mixture
of figures, of balance-sheets, bold hopes and
aspirations, he showa that ultimately he wil

. have so many hundred thousands of pounds.

The Kendenup estate comprigea 46,000 acres.
Is it likely that he will be able to establish another
township and obtain at the rate of £405 per acre
for the town lots? s it likely thot he will
require more than the 11 factory sites he has
already sold ¥ If I am right in my assumption,
he will not realise the amount of money he
thinks, He hopes in 1922 to obtain from those
to whom he has gold the Jand £16,600 in cash.
Of this amount the land agents will get £4,600,
the trustees for the debenture holders £6,000,
and the balance goes to the company, The
company comprises 150,000 shaves, of which
142,000 belong to De Garis and 8,000 to his
staff. The sum of £11,000 is due on the de-
bentures, which sum he hopes to get. If he
received a Government loan of £30,000 he would
have to pay £4,500 for interest to debenture
holders, £10,600 on =account of loans against
unissued debentures, and £8,700 to sundry
creditors, leaving about £€6,000 to go on with.
It has cost the company to finance during the
year between £50,000 and £60,000. How can
the company continue to finance along those
lines ¥ This inquiry should be carried out by
& man who properly understands the business.
It will be not only a blessing to the settlers,
for we do not want to break their hearts, but,
will also be & blessing for De Garis, because he
will know when he is on bedrock. Further, it
will be & revelation to this State. It is the duty
of the State to probe into the matter so that
there may he no misunderstanding as tu how
things are going on. What is shown as securiby
for the £30,000 is £19000 on first mortgage
debentures carrying 8 per cent. interest with a
£50 profit on esch £100, and £13,000 first mort-
gage debéntures carrying B per cent. interest,
which have been asurrendered for the purchase
and improvement of land, making up £32,000.
De Garis further states that he will give a personal
guarantee of his estate. I do not wish to rub
it in, but the inquiry will of course go thoroughly
into these matters, and will show that all that
the Bank of Victoria did waa to advance £29,000
and to gusrantee £36,000, and probably this
£05,000 indebtedness to that bank is some reason
why the four banks referred to acted as they
did. T have said all that I wish to say. It has
come as & great shock to all of us that the venture
should have reached thie position. I have
known many Victoriane come here, and on sesing
our land declare that if it were in Wamambool,
or if it were in this place or in some other place
in Victoria, it would be selling at £15, £20, and
up to £100 an acre. Qur prices were always
declared by these visitors to be too low. There.
fore I rejoice that there is an opportunity of
showing where there has been a miscalculation,
snd that excessive enthusiasm may have caused
& venture which was promising to end in this
way. It is a matter of regret to me as a resident
of Western Australia for the past thirty vears,
and T feel that the Government would be wanting
in their duty il they were not prepared to make
an investigation such as has been suggested.
Western Australia cdnnot ablow any slur to be
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cast on its honour, its capsbilities or its re-
sources, and we must remember that those men
who have settled at Kendenup are to all intenta
and purposes Western Australians, and that it is
upon us that they have to place a considerable
amount of their trust. Therefore I feel that the
amendment which has been submitted is one
which can cormmmend itself to every member.
When the result of this discussion is made known
to the different quarters where the facts of
this unfortunate trouble have permeated, it will
be seen that the Govermment and members of
this House are prepared to face the music to
find out exaetly what there is at the bottom of
the trouble.

Mr, PICKERING (Sussex) [10-52]: I re-
member when this matter of Kendenup was first
brought under the notice of this House, & sub-
divisional plan was shown to some hon. mem-
bers in one of the Committee rooms in this
building. I was much struck by the elaborate
sub-division of the estate, and I said to Mr,
Coote, who was representing Mr. De Garis,
I was surprised that it was possible to develop
any area in Western Australia on the lines
indicated on the plan. When we see that this
plan is included in the advertising media which
has been scattered broadcast, and that the
average price of the land is £10 an acre, it
cavses one to pause. We are asked now to
permit an inquiry to take place, Into what ?
Not into the estate surely, because that estate
has been reported on on previous occasions.
The estate was offered by the Hassell's to the
Repatristion Department for the sum of 12s.
6d. per acre. Surely therefore, we should not
be called upon to inguire into that. It has been
alleged by the member representing the district
that the estate was worked by the late J.
F. T. Hassell, but he did not say that it had
been worked solely for the carrying of sheep,
that the main source of revenue was not mutton,
hut wool that came from the backs of the sheep.
That was the view the Repatriation inspectors
took when the proposition was submitted to the
Repatriation Department. We have hrard a
great dezl shout Mr. Dde Garis. Does anyone
think that he came here and acquired this
propeity from philanthropic metives? I do
not think so. He came to aequire a property
which Le eould hoam and out of which he could
make a considernble sum of money.

Mr, Latham: I think most of us would do
that.

Mr. PICKERING :
doubt,

Mr. FLoghlen: You brought your Busselton
butter factory to Perth.

Ar. PICKERING : That is a State husiness.
It Lan been alleged by the member for Gascoyne
that oll that Mr. De Garis is concerned about is
the settlers, If that be the cose, let them get
out of it, and the State can take care of then
streight awny. If Mr. De GGaris and his deben-
ture holders think we ace going to [nanrce them
for their henelit, they are making a great mis-
take. We have Leen told thut a ercat advance-
ment hos heen made in the development of the
estate such as has pot heen witnessed in any
other part of Western Aunstralin, I venture to
suggest, however, that this advance is probably

Most of us would, no

[ASSEMBLY.]

on that cleared land sbhout the neighbourhood
of the homestead.

Mr. O'Loghlen: A great deal of it is on what
was virgin bush.

Mr, PICKERING: 1 have had the oppor
tunity of seeing something of that estate and
I know that the problem of clearing is not at
all comparable to the problem of clearing in the
South-West. It is not fair, of course, to com-
pare the clearing there with the clearing in the
South-West,

Mr. Johnston interjected.

Mr. PICKERING: I can understand the
member for Williams-Narrogin saying that, but
we have not gene to the Government and asked
that the price of our land should be reduced.
I have never been asked by any of my con-
stituents to get the land values reduced,

Mr, O'Loghlen: I am afraid we will have to
do that in connection with some of the soldier-
gettlements.

Mr. PICKERING: I am econcerned about
the titles to be issued to the settlers at Kendenup.
I understand that the debenture holders have
lodged a caveat which will prevent any issue of
titles to the settlers on thiy estate. I do not
like their chence of ever getting their titles. We
have had instances of this nature in the State
and I fear that a similar experience may befall
these settlers, We have heard a statement made
here to-night that the placing of the papers on
the Table of the House in connection with this
estate was done at tho instigation of Mr. De
Garis. I was the member who asked for the
papers, and I may gay that I do not kmow Mr.
De Garis and have never spoken to him. 1 am
sure ke will confirm my statement that I have
never had any commaunication with him,

Mr, O'Loghlen: There is quite & lot you do
not know.

Mr, PICKERING: A reflection has been
made upon the advertising that the State poes
in for with regard to our immigration policy,
and a comparison has been made with the method
adopted by Mr. De Garis. I hope, however,
that the State will never descend to the practices
adopted by Mr. De Garia, One of the greatest
mistakes that can be made i3 to boost & country.
If we bave a genuine thing to put up, let us
put it up by all means, but put it up in & menner
that will not injure the settlers or the State.
I hope that if an inquiry is conducted, it will be
carried out on the lines suggested hy the amend-
ment. I do not at all like the original mation
which, in my opinion, is one that might mislead,
If there is to he an inquiry, I hope it will be
impartial, and that we shall have the facts
afterwarda lnid before the House, I very much
doubt, however, that that opportunity will be
afforded to members, but I do hope that no
attempt will he mede to advance money in the
interests of the debenture holders. What I
do wish to see donz when the time is opportune
is that proper assistance is given to those settlers
who have been placed in an invidious position.
1 do not think it possible for them to pay £12 10s.
an acre for their land, and personally I do not
believe the land is worth that. [ remember
yuite well that Mr. De Garis, when he lirst
atarted this venture, boomed it on the question
of beet sugar. Every settler was to put in 10
acres of beet. Mr, Ue Garis stated that he had
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had the s0il analysed by all the experta he could
get hold of, and that records had been taken
and investigations made in regard to the rain-
fall, and that everything had demonstrated that
the conditions regarding the production of beet
sugar were the best that could exist. That
statement wag made in the Town Hall.

Mr. Mann: And he has not gone back on it
either.

Mr. PICKERING: He has dropped that.
There are no agreements to this effect. There are
no suger muils, There was nothing about
dehydration in these days.

Mr. Mann: Do you not think that he has
done wonders in the time ?

Ar. PICKERING: I do not know what he
has done; I have not been there. But if,
in such a short space of time, he has landed
himself in the position he is in to-day, he cannot
have done too well. He has had s considerable
amount of money which he has not spent to the
advantage of the movement.

Mr, Mann : Go down and see the place.

Mr. PICKERING : I cannot do that between
now and the time when this debate will close, and
it is not my intention to do so. I will take an
early opportunity of seeing the place with a view
to investigating the position of the 162 unfor-
tunste settlers.

Mr. Johnston: Why unfortunate ?

Mr. PICKERING: Because they are in an
unfortunate position.

Mr, SPEAKER : Order!

Ar. PICKERING : Too much stress has been
placed, however, upon the unfortunate settlers
and their families. The one plea advenced as
an argument in support of the motion has been
** the unfortunate scttlers.” It should be recng-
niged at once that if the £30,000 were advanced
immedintely, the settlers would not get the
benetit of that monev. On the contrary, I
think the advance of £30,000 would be the thin
edge of the wedge, and I believe that following
upon such an advance would be unlimited de-
mands upon the finances of the State. I hope
the Premier will seriously consider the question
of making an advance, hefore he agrees to any
such projosition. He should hesitate before he
makes use of the finances of Western Australia
to bolster up a venture which was started origin-
ally in the interests of the promoter, and not in
the interests of the State. When Kendenup was
atarted, the object was to enable the promoter
to secure good retums and so advance the in-
terests of the promoter himself. When we have
regard to the fact that in order to attract people
to the venture, the promoters made provision
to pay £50 for cvery £100 invested, when the
sale of the land was completed, the business
methods of the company should hardly appeal
to hon. members. If development is to take
place, T think it should be along the settled
lines of policy adopted by the State for years
past and that it should be conducted by the
State on sound recognised lines.

My, LATHAM (York) [11-2]: I regret that
the scheme introduced by Mr. De Garis has not
been a success. I believe there is still a pos-
sibility of making a success of the venture if
Mr, De Garis be given the opportunity to show
what he can do. I am particularly concerned
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about 43 retumed soldiers who hold land at
Kendenup, I have heard it said that assistance
must be rendered to these people. We know
that is 8o, but do not let us wait until they are
in & state of semi-starvation. We should not
permit the spirit of these people to be broken,
otherwise they will be of little use to the State.
I hope that the Premier, when he goes into
this matter—he may have to do so whether the
motion before the House is carried or defeated—
will gee his way clear to lend support to these
people. I hope Mr. Do Garis will yet succeed
with his plans and show what can be done in
Weatern Australia by an energetic man.

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans) [i1-3]: I support
the amendment. As to some of the statements
which have heen made during the debate, I
realige that there is much to be inquired into
concerning the Kendenup venture. Much haa
been said regarding the amounts charged for
the land at Kendenup. From the figures sup-
plied by different members, the price apparently
would average £12 5s. per acre. My experience
of the lands of Western Australia is that there
is very little, under oxisting conditions, worth
£12 §s, per acre, I am surprised, however, to
hear hon. members criticising the Xendenup
company for charging £12 5. per acre for their
land, when the Government are charging up to
£17 for land for closer settlement.

The Premier: Where is that ?

Mr. MUNSIE : For blocks in the repurchased
egtates in the South-West, The Premier has
placed returmed eoldiers on blocks, the price of
which has ranged up to £17.

The Premier: But where do you refer to it 7

Mr. MUNSIE: We inspected the area on the
recent trip to the South-West. ‘l'his particular
land is at Balingup, and was cleared land. The
Kendenup estate i1s not more heavily timbered
land then that at Balingup.

The Premier: We did not charge the settlers
& penny more than we paid for the place.

Mr, MUNSIE : If that is 5o, then the Govern-
ment made a had deal in repurchasing that
eatate. If it is possible for the returned soldier
settlers to make a success on land for which they
pay £17 per acre, what is to stop the settlers
at Kendenup making a success on their blocks
at £12 per acre ?

The Premier: What iz 20z. stone as against
loz. stone ?

Mr. MUNBIE : The Premier, I take it, men-
tions gold hearing ore to show that the £17 land
is better than the XKendenup srea. That, how-
ever, has yet to be demonstrated. The member
for Pilbam (Mr. Underwood) said that it was
ridiculous for any man to say that the Eastern
States could do any damage to Western Aus-
tralia, and he proceeded to point out that practic-
ally all the money that came to Western Australia
was capitel from the East. I came from the
Eastern States, but I realise that there is not
one State in the Commeonweslth that hes not
benelited from Western Austmalia. Victoris in
particular benetited from our progress. Vie-
toria was practically bankrupt when Westem
Australia came to her assistance. When the
eastern goldtields of Western Australia were
discovered, the money drawn from Western
Australia practically kept and saved Vietoria.
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Mr. Latham: We must send that statement
to_the Melboume ‘‘ Age.”

Mr. MUNSIE: It has been sent to them on
many occasions. I combat the views expressed
by the member for Pilbara. There is no com-
pany in the Eastern States that I know of,
which has established branch offices in Western
Australia except where it has handsomely paid
them to do s0. There are many companies in
the Eastern States dmwing considerable revenue
from Western Australia and yet they have not
established branch manufactories in this State.
Western Australin does not owe much to the
Eagtern States and anything which the Eastern
;o"t.atea have invested here, has Leen well paid
or.

Mz, MANN (Perth) in reply [11-9): Per-
haps the strongest argument advanced against
agsistance being rendered to the Kendenup
company is the price paid for the land and
the amount charged for it. The Government
recently purchased estatea for less than £1 an
acre.

The Premier: We paid about 8s. an acre.

" Mr. MANN: And charged £12 10s. an acre
or it.

The Premier: Some of the land was worth
more than that.

Mr. Harrison: Oaly 10 per cent. of that land
is fit for intense culture.

Mr. MANN: I am showing that that land
has improved very rapidly. If land can be
purchased at 83, an scre and then sold for £12 10s,
an acre, it shows what can be done. The estate
to which I refer has been improved by the
provision of roads and drainage just as Kendenup
itself has been improved. I mention this aspect
because it is an answer to those who complain
of the Kendenup people charging £12 for land
which cost £1 an acre. Having placed the
matter before hon. members, I am prepared to
accept the amendment relying on the Govern-
ment to take a fair view of the position pending
the inquiries that will be made.

Amendment put and passed; question, as
amended, agreed to.

BILL—APPROPRIATION.

Returned from the Covnoil without amend.
ment,

House adjourned af 11-14 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 3.0
m., and read prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. A. Lovekin leave of
absence for three consecutive sittings granted
to Hon. J. Nicholson on the ground of urgent
private business.

On motions by Hon. J. Cornell leave of ab-
senee for three comsecutive sittings granted
to Hon. J. E. Dodd on the ground of ill
health, and to Hon. J. W. Kirwan for three
eonsecutive sittings on the ground of urgent
private business.

BILL—LAND AND INCOME TAX AS-
SESSMENT AMENDMENT,

In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day; Hon. J.
Ewing in the Chair; the Minister for Eduea-
tion in charge of the Bill.

New Clause:

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: I move—

That a new clanse to stand as Clause 7
he inserted, in lieu of present Clause 7 as
follows:—Section 30 of the prineipal Act
is omitted and the following inserted in lien
thereof:—30. Trom the taxable amount so
ascertained as aforesaid, every taxpayer
shall be entitled to deductions in respeet of
the annual amount of—(1) Losses, outgo-
ings, interest on mortgages and loans, and
expenses actually izcurred in Western Aus-
tralin by the taxpaver in the prodwetion or
protection (where such cannot be insured
againat) of his inecome; that is, income
which is not exempt from income tax under
seetion  nineteen  of  this  Act. (2)
(x} Net trading or business losses in-

earred  in  any one or more Yyears,
during the five vears preceding the
vear of asspssment. (h) XNet losses

arising from the loss of stoek in trade,



